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Proceedings of-the Madras Government, Judicial Departmgnt,
‘ v 16tk December 1863. -

Read the féllowing papers :— i

No. 131. From J. ROHDE, Esq., Inspactor General of Jails; to A.J. ARBUTHNOT,
Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George, dated Qutacamund, 29th
July 1863, No. 108. ;

In acknowledging the Order of Government of the 25th June relative to the relief of the over-
crowded Jails, I have the honor to state that the subject has for years engaged wy attention, but
that the proper and only satisfactory remedy is, in my opinion, in the erection of Central Jails,
that it will be a mere waste of time and money to build temporary sheds ; but that the same time
and monéy spent in pushing on the work-sheds of the permanent Jails sanctioned will provide the
necessary accommodafben, will facilitate andPeconomize the erection of those Jails, ard avoid the
objections to locating the prisoners in insecure huts. '

2. I have repeatedly urged this on the aftention of Government, and 1 believe the Govern-
ment will find my suggestions more practical and attendcd with less loss than any plans suggested
by others, :

3. The Vellore Mahals would accommodate upwards of 1000 prisoners, but precisely the
same objection to this arrangement exists as was urged to the establishment of a Jail at Waltair,
and wit@mch greater force, as the situation is far less favorable,

4. The defects in the Salem Jail do not exist in"the original design. 1 long since noficed
the change in execution which scemed to have originated in some error in the Madras Offices. 1
cannot however think that the ventilation is really deficient, except in the hospital cells, which
the District Eugineer has already been requested to remedy in the first instance.

5. 1 do not think that the removal of the wall of the Calicut Jail will be of any use ; that
Jail is already amply ventilated, the spread Jf disease in that Jail is, in my opinion, owing to pre-
cisely the same causes which render the Vizagapatam and other Jails fatal, and which will sooner
or later affect the Cuddalore and Tranquebar Jails. The north wall may be moved a few yards
farther from the wards ; but in my opinion it will be a waste of mouney to doso. That Jail would

' fetch a good price as a store, and the Gaoveru-
Extract Minutes of Cousultation, 7th Febrasry 1857. ment long since ordered that it should be given
# ‘ up as a Jail.

6. From the expressions used by the Financial Minister for India in bringing out his last
Budgejgd a-v induced to hope that if the Governme‘a.re heartily reso!ved on providing proper
Jail acﬁmudation, funds for the purpose will not be wanting.

7. Hud the Government carried out my schemes as far as they were approved and adopte
by it in 1856, 1 am confident that there would not have been half the prison accommodaticn
needed that is now necessary, | objected to the continuance of the present Calicut Jail and to the
erection of the Salem Jail any where in the neighbourhood of the to wn of Salem. The Govern-
ment approved of my suggesiions and determined po act on them, local interests prevailed however
in the case of Salem, and circumstances over,which the Government had no control delayed the
exccution of the desigu for erccting new Juils with the abandoning of those unsuited to the
purpose. :

8. I wouldrespectfully but earnestly deprecate all waste of money in patching and altering
Jails which are not and never can be proper for the confinement of large bodies of convicts, or in
altering detached Forts and Barracks for the purpose.

No. 132. From J. ROHDE, Esq., Luspector General of Jails; to A. J. ARBU THNOT,
Esq., Chief Secfetary to the Government of Fort Saint George, dated Ootacamund
22ud August 1?63, No. 198. ) :

In my let-ec of the 29th ultimo, [ attributed the omission of the windows in the Salem pri-
gon to some error with which I was unaware. I happened to-day to be referring to old plans
of the prison which call to mind the circumstances under which thg error occurred.

2. ‘The design wasoriginally for a building with arched roof. Captain Gah?\'ganﬁsuggestud
terrace as more economical, when I goncurred and added that, as, by leaving space between the

Joists on the wali open, ample ventilativn and light would be secured, the windows would be in

his case unnecessary, the building would then haveb:en as shown in the upper story eells in
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' : : " 2quently the
the plate to my first report, hraded “ Central Prison No. 4 back of the cells.' S.ubseq ) tOy“’in
M M 3 et . r Iy
arched roof was prefarred, but the necessity for reverting to the original design in rega
dows, omitted in the sanctioned plan, was forgotten. .
: , also, escaped
3. Toese facts never recurred to my memory tilk to-day, and had, I presume ; 1, : w}l:en
i ' in i i i responden
Captain Galiagan's memnory, haviny occurred in conversation and private corresp

. i soii letter of
the plans were under preparation. I merely now allude to them in connection of my le
the 29th ultimo, No. 108.
<
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Read letter from the Magistrate of Madura, dated 220d Augast, recorded in Proceedings of 3rd

September 1863, No. 1423,

No. 133. From J. ROHDE, Esq., Tnspector General of J

ails; to A.J. ARBUTHNOT,
Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saiat George, dated Ootacamund,
12th September 1863, No. 261.

I have the honor to acknowledg
letter reporting that the barracks an g5 in the lower Fort at Dindigul ure available for
the accommodation of Convicts,

2.
paration of the building now rests wit|
objection to urg

8 if stout and strong and well secur
! the Engin
e to their occupation by
five hundred cubic feet of space to each m

3. From Mr. Levinge's re
barracks were not available,
being so to an extent
which the barracks ar

.
ed, the repair and pre-
eer; if he makes the buildings secure, I have no

s many Conviets as they wiil accommodate at four to
an,

ference to the buildings in the upper Fort only, [ conclude that the
Dindigul wag, { belieﬁg, reported feverish, but | am not aware of its
that would induce its rejec

tion under the circumstances. and the slope on
e should be healthy., ‘

No. 13t, OrpER THEREON,

The foregoing letters have referenc
o -]
o

16th December 1863, No. 1957.

® 10 the provision of additional Jajl
2. Mr. Rohde urges that in lieu of resoriing to

modation in buildings ill-adapted for the purpose,
Central Jails. The buildin

g of Jails of this deser
already sanctioned, and every effort shoul* be
them on.

accommodation,

temporary expedients for providing accom-
every effort should beflade to push on the
iption at Coimbatore and Salem bas been
made in the Public Works Department

+

to push
3. Meanwhile arrangements have been made for locat
Asylum works on the Neilgherry Hills,

culated to hold 54 prisoners will, it ig
4. In these circumnstance

‘w' ) *
ng 500 prisoners near the Lawrence

s 1t does not se
additional temporary accommodation, but if ¢

rate cost, it may be well to move gang of
Range Officer will be instructed in the De
the necessary alterations ip communication

5. It is understood that M.
to the Executive Enyj

€1 necessary to go to any great ex
be Barrack'at Dindigul can be a

Prisoners into them from the Madura Jail, Tje
partment of Public Works to Prepare an estimay

Joint Magistrate.

peusein providing
dapted at a mode_

¢ of

poinged out

ilation—they should
6. The Government d

Calicut Jail, but care must
again exceed 200,

0 not deem it necessary to

aorder the removal of the w
be taken that the numb

: all near the
er of pe

rsous (2‘nﬁned in this Jail does not

(Signed) A. J. ARBUTHNOT,
Chief Secretary,

Exd. 71, MeMootry, |
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