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Droceedings bf the Madras Govemment, J udicial'Departmcni,
’ 981k November 1863. ‘

‘ Read the {oilowing papers i— o | , _ ‘
No.263.  From W. ROBINSOY, Esq., Iasp:ctor General of Madras Dolice; to Ad J. - \
ARBUTHNOT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated o

. Cannanore, 2$tlx October 1863, No. 27.5‘6.

Gerperl Department. .

General instructions are required for the guidance of Magistrates and Police Officers in

" regard to the custody, at Madras, of property involved in cases coming before the High Court
from up-country stations, ' o o . S

[PPSR L T B

2, Magistrates hand over prisoners and property in such cases to the Police to escort to
Madras. The Prisoners are lodged in the Penitentiary in the custody of the Sheriff, but the

Cletk of the Crown refuses to have any thing to do with the property. The Commissioner of.
+ Dolice likewise refuses to take charge, and the Madras Police has no jurisdiction within the :
limits of the High Court, nor have I place nor establishment for the custody of preperty.
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- 3. Tbeg that the Law Officers of the Government be called on to draw up rules of prace

tice for our guidance.

4th November 1863..

'.‘Ref’erred to the Comm

(S

issioner of Police for his remarks.

igned) A.J.ARBUTHNOT,
Clief Secrctary.

No. 264, Trom Lieutenant Colonel Y. J. WILSON, Commissioner of Police ; to the onor-
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"7 they are appended to the depositions in which they are specified, and 1cturned with them tothe -

able A. J.. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,dated .. - b
-+ Madras, Tth November 1863, No. 135. ~ i o R
I have the hbh;r{o submit the following remarks upon the subject contained in'the lefter
: S ' L from the Inspector General of Police noted in -
© 7 No, 2756, dated 25th October 1863, the margin. - o
.- /2, The course pux:sued with regard to the custody of propérty which is to be produced
before the High Court jn cases committed by the Presidency Magistrates is this :—

1. If the subject matter of the charge copsists of Bank Notes, Bills or papers of any kind, .. .

" Clerk of the Crown. - Se : - 3

i .

.o II. " If the property is composed of valuables or mouey, it is made over by the Commit. "
ting Magistrate to one of his Clerks who attends at the trial to produce it.

-
¥

e III. Bulky acticles, su‘cl.x as timber,‘or bales of goods, remain in the custody of those I
"Police Officers by whom they were recovered. ‘

3. - The practice in force hero with respect to'Bank Notes, &c.,should be followed by the. '
- Magistrates.in the Mofussil. ) L

4. As stolen propertyis brought before the Court for the purpose of its being sworn to by~
the owner, and by the person or persons who recovered it, which last are in most instances Officers
of Police, it is clear that it is‘essential to preserve the power of identification, and the property  °
should consequently pass through as few hands as possible. ' Iwould therefore advise that such
property be retained in the ¢ustody of the Police Officers by whom it was recovered, and that it
be produced by them at the trial, which I believe s the regular and acknowledged course of proce-
.duro, - : L ’ IR
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5. If I am rightly informeéd, the practice in the Mofussil has been to ;ﬁass:on the pris;mer

together with the property from station to station, so that by the time it arrives at Madras it
may have been in the possession of a number of different persons, which circumstance would be
the source of considerable inconvenience if any question should arise during the trial as to iden-
tity. . -

6. Thercis not any necessity that the property should be brought to Madras until the
Sessions commence, and it might then be deposited in the Central Office of the Inspector General,
o building which is considerably larger than the Office of the Commissioner of Police. ~

»
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P:oceedmrrs of tlze Madras Government, Judicial Deparlmcnt
g o - 281k November 1863
No. 265. - - OroEe THEREON, 25th November 1863, No. 1857, - . '. \
The Governor in Council observes that there is no necessity for property which is to bLe )

produced in cascs before' the High Court being sent to Madras until the Sessions commence. . ’ . §
Some of the witnesses to be examined regarding such property will almost always be Police i
Officers, co thatit will rarely be necessary to send men to Madras expressly for that parpose, 1
while in cascs when any ‘question may arise as to the identity of the property, its retention iill

‘required at the local Police Stauon, and subsequent conveyance to Madrus without changing
hands will be agfeat advantage, C. :

'...4 IERTRS

'@, The property can be déposited during the few da)s that may clapse after its arrival in
Madras in the Offico of the Inspector General of Police.

8. This order will not apply to Bank Notes, Billsand papers of all kinds reqmrcd tobe
Produced in the High Court, which should be appended by the Magistrates to the depositions in -
\vluch they are speclﬁed and sent with the latter to the Clerk of the Crown,

(Signed) A, J. ARBUTHNOT,
Clne;/ Secrctarr/.
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