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No. 25. Read the following letter from JOIIN MILLER, Leq., Acling Government Solicitor,
Madras; tothe Honorable A. J.ARBUTHONT, Chicf Sezretary to Government

Madras, dated 17th January 5(863, o, 21. '

P

2 ,‘—., fl,u,,,

oo . ' - : :

i ‘ - .- 1. I have ¢ie honor to acknowledge the Proceedings of Govern-

‘Dated 28th November 1862, . . in tl s . . \ ~

. ""No.1,038, Fadicial Depart. Taent noted in the margin, regarding the late Mr. Serle’s malversations

o .1 meut, - ©»  with respeet to certain Qfficial Trust Funds, of which he wasin charge
. . ‘ E arge,

' ' =8 the Jate Registrar of the late Supreme Court at Madras. ‘ )

"

2. I have communicated thercon with Mr. Ritchie the prezent Registrar of the Hj«h

: ' . . . . R . =

« Court, and now send you a copy of his report, affording full inforwation on the points sdverted
'to in the proceedings above noted. ' »

) ¢+ 3. Ihavealso ascertained from the Administrator General’s Office that the Fstate of My

‘ -Serle administered to by that Officer is insolvent, and that the fands belunging to that Estate,
;are hardly sufficient to cover the costs of the "Administration Suit now pending in the Hizh
" Court. ‘ :
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Ly ‘ From A BI:&CDONALD RITCHIE, Esq, Registrar High Court, Mexdxz;s; to JOHN
MILLER, Esq., Acting Government Solicitor, dated Madras, 14th January 1803, |

: 1. T have the honor to ackngjvledge the receipt of your letter of the §th December 1862,

~with copy Procecdings of Government, Judicial Department, forwarding copy of a Despatch and

“enclosures fromur the Right Honorable Sir C. Woud, Baronet, Steeretary of State for India, to His

‘Excellency the Honorable the Governor in Council, Fort Saint George, dated India Offce,

'London, 30th September 1862, No. 68, and 'thg Orders thereon of the 25th™ November 1862, ) ‘
No. 1,956. . S ‘ , : .

ol
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2. In answer I have the Lonor to submit'for the jnfornhzition of the Right Honorable tlie
Secretary of State for India and of His Excellency the Honorable the Governor iy Courcil
LY Fort Saint George, the fullowing statement showing the stebs taken in respect of the oificial
' ‘Trusts \vhich had been in the lp’ossession of Mr, W, A, Serle deceased, the late'l{egistmr'of'tlze .
late Supreme Court, but which were not forthcomine at the time of his death, together witha o

.
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. tabular statement showing the amount of defalcation in each Estate.

1
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: 3. Mr, Serle died on the 2fth December 1850, and Mr. Benjamin Brooks, the Deputy
Registrar, was appointed to'act as Registrar and continued so to act as Registrar of the late
/SuPreme Court unti} the 31st May 1861, the day on which [ was appointed Registrar. ' , TN

N

h - 4. The Administrator General on Mr. Serle’s death took possession of ard administered :
his Estate. T ) . ' , ' Lo

3. After careful examination of the Books and Government Securities of the official Trust,
Estates and of the office, Mr. Brooks on the 30th January 1881 wrote to the Administrator -
O . General calling upon him to deliver over any Government Promissory Notes appertaining to the
: ’ . : Estat.es of official Trusts which might have been taken charge of by the Administrator Genetal
b 2s private property of the Estate of the late Mr. Serle, and subsequently received from the |
Administrator General four Government Promissory Notes amounting to Rupees five

" hundred. ‘ ] S ‘ , {1

~— e

to dehvexj cerlain Government Promissory Notes standing in the name of Mr. Serle which had T

, f o ~ 6. Onthe same 30th January 1861, Mz, Brooks also wrote to Mr. G. G. K. Richardson 03]
i . :
; been given to him by Mr. Serle, but without effect. ' : : )

?’. - On . the 31st January 18GI, Mr. Brooks wrote an official letter to the Honorable Sir
Adam Bitlesten, then the Ofliciating Chief Justice, bringing to hisnotice that Government Secu-

e . e

- --.n.—.,o\ -

e i o




R i e e
PENEEY DECNT ot Ve 4 ’ : L A TR VA A R i A JE B N

3
e e e e e . v SNSRI s o e et “ -
I’;occc’ lings (fﬂzc Urzd; - : OJ t ] l l D C e g N : Plocecrlm rs of the Madras Government, Judictal Department,
) criement, Judicia L})m tment, 4th February 1863,
4th February 1863, ; ‘ t "
- . e ) : ; f
. rities to the extent [R b TTTTmTm e e i i No. 25,912 of 1812-43, for Rupees one thousand and nine hundred, had been discovered to be
Launes — ¢ upves thirty-seven thousand and ei; 2ht hundred in the following ﬁ . Q { _m the po:sessmn of Ghirder Doss Govind Do:s who claimed a lien thereon. N
Mrs, M, Ward_ : L R 2000 ' ! \ 14. On my appointment as Registrar I brounrht the Subj&,t of the above defaleation to the
Captain 1. Francls... cieeeeeee Rupees :’(y\() i i notice of the Chief Justice, and reque:ted him either to relieve me of these "official Trusts by
Mre. M. C. Denmans e e » .:,. e ! ; “transferring them to the Administrator General or to frame rules for the guidance of the ofiicial
Mr.:and Mrs, Fitzgeru‘d,‘Scuior... 7". et ‘1'1’283 ‘ f . Trustee similar to those passed by the Government for the guidance of the Administrator General
 hndine | - LT o 7 i : when His Lordship remarked that so'soon as the amalgamation of the Courts had been completed
5 ana ;““ (;ng Iin ltlllc n:me of Mr. Serle as Registrar and official Trustee were not forthceming. | i the que=“°“ would have his best consideration.
u the T1th Feb 3 ¥
inz upon him to eurreigerrze\;{“l:gl,v:;mli‘201;: wiote to one Ghirder Doss Govind Doss call- ( 15. On the 19th June and the 30th July 1861, [ addres:ed letters to one Rookmany in
Serle which had been deposited with him b 4t Promissory Nobas standing in the name of Mr. i reply to inquiries of her's for payment ofarrears of interest due to her to the effect that the Jitle
- of raising a loan therem.p The )l X 111m 3 the said Mr. George Richardson for the purpose i Deeds of a house allerred to be in the possession of Mr. Serle were not to be found, and that
. lm,m: No ol(_;(;g.c-u M; ?r,)s"m‘,h Notes arc as follows :— ‘ the'monthly payments which had been made to her could not be continued as the funds whence
i 5 NO, ‘;,89:') 0: b.l,.-:lr:; for Company's Rupees 500 ‘ such monthly payments accrued alleged to have been in the custody of Mr. Serle had not come
Do ” :’:';8‘;()3 9“15;):'-;:) {ljor " 500 i to my hands as Registrar, This was not an official Trust, but came to Mr, Serle as Registrar of
T =aOsb ol ioke-1o for ' 2,109 :
Do. ,, 42,10t of 185455 for S 2100 . the Supreme Court
Mrs. 3. Ward,, 25,912 of 1842-43 for ’ ;’900 g ‘ 16. On the 19th June 1861, I also wrote to T\Ieesrs Parry & Co., giving them notice
9. Mr. Brool 1 " —_ , | not to sell or part with the Government Promissory Note No. 1,920, for Company’s Rupees five-
nz"c- aa -r loo: in a letter of the 20th February 1831 in reply to one from Mr. and Mes. o hundred, left with them by Mr. Scrle as it was one of the Government Proml%ory Notes belong-
g rald informed them That the funds whence Me. Serle used to pay them’ interest, were not . ing to Fltz"cra]d s Trust. : ' -
orthcoming, e ' '
10. On the 27th - Feb . : ‘L " In reply to mqumes made by Mr. James Richardson, I had to inform him that I was |
o3 behlf of covtsin oilc :1 rlu:l:frt lESfi;t::r. Brooks made a claim to the Administrator General . : unab]e aﬁer strict search through the records of the office to give him any mformauon Tespect-
of sccount in Mr. Serle’s hands " o ) anfxo:ntm«r to Rupees 39(,0 13-6, being cash balances - . ing the accounts and fundq in Stokes' Estate. This however wasnot an ofiicial Trust: but
of these are as follows ime of his death, also not forthcoming. The p:utxculars i came I believe into Mr. Serle s pos:es;xon under the marriage scttlement of Mr. James Richard-
— . ) N .
) ' Armstrong... o , . ' son sw:fe
- R. Francis o tupees 4 410 . ‘ | 18. On the 30(h July 1861, I had to mform Mrs. Penman that the fund; from which -
M. Ward .. oo e e w1672 T 11 . 1 . interest appeared 1o have been paid to her were not in the possession of Mr. ‘Serle when he uled
E. A. McCurdy . ] - <62 7 9 ! and that the same consequently did not come to the custody of his successor.
Mrs. M. C. Penman e l,fl,gf lf 10 { 19. The above discloses the.extent of the malversations which have been discovered in
Andree... ... o » ‘(‘)i(‘) (‘) l% . , respect of the official Trusts originally in the hands and under the control of the late Mr. Serle
Fitzgerald... . . T ] ;01 13 9 ' ‘ ; and some of the steps which have been taken in respect thereof. . .
‘ . *ee 'll ’ ’ .
C. Jucub, 'lst child.s .. } 13 610 . . 20. The late Supreme Court did not take any secumy from Mr. Serle for the due per-
Do. 2ad Jdo. . " 413 G 10 formanece of his duty as Registrar cr official Trustee, there being no provision in Act No. \Vll
Do. 3rd do. ” 413 611 ‘ - Bt of 1813 requiring it.
1 N
11. Mr. Brooks again on the 14th ) ———— ' 21, I am sorry I was not able to let you have this at an earlier date, but. the Sessions
particulars of the missing Securities d;;eri-:r:}‘ IStGl la\}dr;ssc;l'lthe Adinistrator General giving I havinz followed 50 close on the holidays bas prevemcd my douing so. :
ng to the olficial Trusts, and amongst them coume: S
rating tl S 13 o
t?) '{;upe‘:s f(‘:::"tl;lj‘*sbel(;m l:«r]to the marriage settlement of Mr. Fitz: serald, Junior, amouutm" Dt.tzuled themcnt of Oflicial Trust .Funds not forthcoming when the present Registrar took
" 1sand, which had also been discovered to be missing. ' ' N charge of the offices of Revxstrar and Olficial Tru;tee
On the 15th March Mr. Brooksin a letter to the Admlmatratur General made a further | ' Seceuritics Cash
claim against the Estate of Mr. Serle for sums not to be foend and which had b d ited in ' \ Co.'s Rs, Total, Rs A . P
Court as follows:— and which ua ven depos o Armst Lieut I.‘ c ' - ’ e
o Armstrong, Lieutenant H. C. e o e e w . 4410
Sh:lrfoo] hnja Begum versus Mayroon Nissa Be; gum, deposited by ;1 Jacobs, Catherine, for infant C. P. Pereira e e »” 413 6 10
M te;qrs W |1}uns and Shaw . - Rupecs 100 0o O I Do. for representatives of Louisa D’Costa, late Gonsalves e . 413 6 10
ootherajoo Nagah Iyer versus J J. I‘xanklm do. by \ Do. for Delphina Jacobs ... e s 415 6 11
VA- :)1 Ritchie, Fsq... oo © o ., .. e300 ! Penman, Mrs. M. C., one Govt, Pro. Note No. 24254 of 184243 for 4,800 ‘
Soobaroy Mooddly versus M. Saravana \Iooddly do. by do. . 1 00 . g ’ . ’ Do. ,, 28,399 ,, 9 » 1»100 5900 247 7 10
:md ‘ T:(—;-—ﬂ ' ‘ ) \‘\ lll‘d, ;\II'S. 1\1’ 1 [3] IT) 1) »" ~J,91~ 3 T 1) ’ .ue ],900 262 7 9
Under Act 1X of 1850, . . LL : i . Fitzgerald, Mr, & Mrs. ,, » » o 13433, s » 1,000
. : . . [ o049
Suitors Fund, Balance of o P » 13430, »» , 1,000
. . account'" ' " b b sre ser 1 3!") ]’; 6 ! » 13,135 3 EX ] »” 19000
Rupees 471 13 5 4 A 13436, 1,000
o e o l, » 13,437 , ”» o - 1,000 ¢
13. Tnreply to aletter of Mrs. M. Ward Me. Broohs on the 9th April 1561 informed her ' L )
that out of the funds which were in the custody of Mr, Serle th: Government 1’:0“"550’}' l\otc ;
. '.l;
[ "
o .
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| PERFE

‘ N, B.—Money appertaining to Private Trusts.

~ Proceedings of the A[adras' Government, Judiciel anartmcm‘
ath February 1883. -

Securities. Cash.
Co. Rs. Total. Rs. 4. P,

' rl{,qerall Alr, & ‘irs one Govt. Pro. \oteWo 1.) 4385 of lbi”-du‘for 1,000

” 13,139 1
~,,‘ 13,440 ,,
» 5’252 " 5

n 5,253 »

1,000
” » 1,000
» » 1,500
o » 1,500

12 »

o 1,702 o » » o 2000

” 4,40‘3 » o a 2,000

. NN ) »  GI0E,, o, » 2,000

. o o 2207, , ,, 5000
' 5 535 of 171of

C 183135 T, D. ,, 1,500

» 1,920 (Receipts of o

the Dy, Acct,

General, . . 500

. . + -——— 24,000 1,101 13 O
‘Francis, Captain R, one cht.Pro.I\ote No. 25,820 of 181243 for 2,100

1 ” ” » s 9,085 » ” s . 500
PYSER 41; [T 7] 42;191' » 1854-55 ) 2,400
) . ” 11 i1 I ’» 27s895 13 ” 1) 500 JOO 1 G""() 711
McCurdy, Lieutenant Colonel E. A. ' " © 1,193 1410
Andree, Captain C. A, i

Fitzgerald, Junior
(Marriage Sett]t) one Govt. Pro Note No. 6,752 of 1835-36 ,, 2,200
”» LRI 1 2 2 31 ’107 2 ]Sl~1-42 s - 7Co
»ooon » » s 34,302, -, v 1,100
‘ C e——— 4,000
Amount of Court Deposxts (Supreme Court.) e -

126°0 0
- (Small Cause.)

—— — —

41,.)00 6,434 13 4 ..

1n Rookmany
In Stokes, cannot be ascertained.

...Pags. 1000
(ngned) A. \1ACDO\ALD RITCHIL

(True Copy.)
o (Swned) JOIIN MILLER

Acting Government Solicilor.

T, — —

No. 36. ORDER THEREOX, 4th February 1863, No. 175

Copies of ‘the letter above recorded and of its enclosures will be sent to the Secretary of
fate. These papers will alco be communicated to the Honoralle the Judges of the High Court,
whko will be requested to inform the Government with reference to the statement made in
paragraph 20 of Mr. Ritchic’s lctter of the 14th ultimo, to the effect that ** the late Supreme
« Court did not take any security from Mr. Serle for the due perfoimance of his duty as Registrar,

“or Official Trustce,” what precautions are now taken in the High Court to provide for the

sceurity of official Trusts.

(Signed) A. J. ARBUTIINOT,
Chief Secrelary.

Ezd. T, McMootry. :

9 A 20 0 O

315 13 4

Legistrar. .
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