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- ing the prucnt year. :
2, Inorder to ascertain 1{ the mortahty aﬁ'ects all cla.sses o£ pmonen equa]]’ or on]y tbo‘

- ~_"

Procecdmﬂ: of the Madras G'overnment J udzctal Department
Tth Oclober 1863 "

4

No. 58, R:ad the follomng letter from T. J. KNOX, Euq Semon Judge of Clumole 5 =

2:0:v J, D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government in the Judicial Dcputmcnt Fort Saint

George, dated Chicacole, 24th September 1863, No. 279

s When human life is at stake, the usual forms observed in oﬂ;icml routine must glve way

and'1 hasten to lay before the Government a letter from the Medical Officer in chu.rgo of the-

delay that must occur when'a letter has to travel through Ootacamund ere it reaches Ma.dru. :
*8, ] bare slways known what a risk of losing his life any bill man incurred who was mcru'-

éorated in this Goal ; but such a state of things as the pm;ent has never before occurred. -

~. Gaol, copy of which I have also sent to the Inspector General of Gaola; but. I cannot wait the

'8, My own opinion isthat not one nngle bill man now in Goal willbe alive four monthabence

-it is impossible to say how fatty degenerauon of the heart, as Beribéri hu been defined, can bo -

endemic ; but the recent death of every man who has gone into Hospital Lias’ produced a supersti-
tious fear in the minds of this class of prisoners, which will as certainly as the most fatal diseass
caute their death should the stmplc:t disease require that they should bo detained in the Hotpi

" tal. Noremedy butone will now ‘avail to remove the mental dospondency induéed by the know-

ledge that all who enter the Hospital never come out of it’ save when carried to their graves.
4. I beg to urge upon Government the neccwty of mthontan] delay, ordenng the rcmonl

~ of these prisoners by telegram. - .

-~ 5. 1have no doubt the- energetlc A«ent of Gmpm will, ata very small cost, prepare a

placo to receive them all at Russelcondah, and even if they were released or escaped it vould be -

- b

better, than the mbumnnity of Locpmg tbem here to die. : ;' R

. at+

From Assistant Surgeon R W. COC}\ERILL Zillah Surgeon, Chicacole ; to T. J. KNOX, .
Esq, Ciril and Session Judﬂ'e, Cbic:cole, dated Chlcacolc, 22nd Scptember 1863 .

eI No. 3l.

-1 Wxth reference toyour letter No. %8 dated 12111 September 1863, Ihuo the honor. .
“to jnform you that I hue glven my best attennon to the lubject of the moruhlym the Jail dux-- 3

PR

~o

-
-

bill men, I bave had all the Gaoler's records examined for the last three years, and from the in- - .
formation so obtained, I have prcpared the accompanying tn'l)le, by which you will see that with *~

the increase of the number of prisoners, there has been an enormous increaso of mortnhty among

the hill men ; while the death rato 6f the prwent. yeu among the lmr country peOplc ba; lllghll, -

" decreased.,

3. The immediate canse of tho great mortalxty is dropsy of tho che:t follownng fatty dege- -

neration of the heart ; formerly this: disease’ was called Ber.bcn, and was said to be endemic
among the people of the Northern Circars. .

4. Aecording to the evidenco of theso pusonerl this disease is not con'lmon on the bxll? .
and they are unable to assign any reason for its prevalence.here ; on their first arrival they seem a
healthy strong sct of men, and the disease genetally commences thhoutany outward chnnge bemg .

visible.
5. One of the first symptoms is a pale bloodless state of the jnner covering of the e;ehd. ‘

which is soon followed by the swelling of the feet and trunk.. Both these symptoms are due to
an imporerished condition of the blood, which parts with its serum or watery conftituents, and it

s the accumulation of this fluid in tbe clm* that lmpedea the action of the dm:ascd heart md '

“ prodaces death..

G. Ifthe discase had ltt:chd all cl.mes eqmlly, I sboula atmbute u to the rico dlct and

“under this impression I advised that mutton be given to the prisoners | tmca a week, and I have
sinco issued four ounces of mutton daily to many of the paneuu in Hospxtal but I cannot say that

it has had any marked beneficial effect.

7. 1 first observed this discase becominggoncnl among tho hill men in M:y At thu time .

the weather was very hot and the Gaol crowded ; a3 the Gaol is not by any means a well ventilated
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o :V;VProquvcd_ing:' of the Madras Gov'ervninent',"J udicial -‘Depgrgipent! |

th October 1863.. .
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" puilding, it seems to me probable that the close noxious air of the cells prodaced

laid, the clearing of the

Gp.pl was not sv

cient to preventit’

3o

" and the seeds of thg' diseass once
! running its course. T 0

8.7 Whatever may
© great proportion of the

Bie"tﬁeléa.us_'e of the disease its effects do not

Hill prisoners sre now ina wéakly stato, and

. from Medical treatment, 1 fear the mortality will go on..

9, AsT think that theso people will always suffer 'i¢ tonfinedin i Gaol on the plaios,
would recommend that accommodation be provided for them in their o¥n country. Inthe mean- -

¥ time, however, as tents are inadmissible on aceount of the symptoms

< would suggest that & current of fresh air
 night time, in all closo weather, -

| ,Cfriié@py;)' =
. (Signed) T.J.
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be thrown by & thermantidote, thrqu‘gh their cells at

appear likely $0 ﬁsh.oﬁ.'\ A
as they derive little benefit
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:| 8 monthsof 1863,
January to Au-
: .g'usts at.

‘..‘G or 35per cenjB AofT_SSlerer ;énL

U Cricaconr, - - S Tl (Sigoed) (T W COCKERILL,
'aond September 1863, 1T TR P ' Zillah Surgecn.
aand September 16637 SR T (e Coprd) e
o TR SCIRUEEI (Signed) T.J. KNOX,

R ' T Session Judge. .

-~ PRI N -

1{0.155.""; S Ororz suexoy, Tth. Octoer 1863, No. 1,602 o

: - ° "The Sessions J udge of Chicacolo has been directed by telegraph to transfer all Hill prizoners :

I R the custody of tho Agent in Ganjam, who also has been apprized of the order by telegraph.
IR SO PR v %o (Signed) " A.J. ARBUTHNOT,

' o ‘ o Chief Sccrelary.
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