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) Proceedmg: of the Madras Gouemment Judicial Department
' 29¢h September 1863.

—~ ..

Rend the followmg papen -

No. From W. ROBINSON, Esq, Impector General of Mudras Police; to A. J.
ARBUTHVO [, Esq., Chief Scoretary to Governmont, Fort Saint George, dated
Kotegheri, 16th September 1863, No. £,462.

1 bave the honor to submit a report by the Deputy Inspector” General of the Range on the
deficiency in the Cash Chest under the charge of the Paymaster at Cannanore.

2. The Deputy Inspector General proceeded to Cannanore and remained there for some
time. He has been cordlally aided by the Magistrate, Superintendent, and all part:el interested.

3. Every excrtion has failed to fix guilt on any spesial party.

4. But the result of thisinguiry has been to acquit, I think, with reason, the Military Guard
of having robbed the Oash Chest. There is no reasonsble ground for believing they did or could
bave doneso. ‘T'he more the matter is sifted, the more does the bigh improbubility, if not im-
possibility, of thia position become apparent. Thereal perpotrators of the crime naturally pressed

this apparent possibility of erime upon people’s minds, to divert attention from themselyes. They

were enabled to gain for it some credenoce at first.
6. ‘Theonly persons then who could have committed this grnve crime are the Paymuter-

own establishment. It could not have been committed without the full complicity and participa-

tion of its principal members: some of the underlings must huve nided their principals and know

- all abont it .

6. A peon on the establishment made some partial admissions to one of the Magzistrate's
Munshees, which promised to throw some light in the right direction.- He implicated the prin-
cipal Officers of the establishment; but he retracted his statement when brought into contact
with European Officers. The amount abstracted is large onough to buy silonce; and as yet
workable information is not forthcoming.

" 7. The Officers employed in detecting this case have not been able to arrive at a d'atmct
O?IDIOD as to how and when the abstraction of so large a sum was effocted.

8. 'The parties responsible for the deficiency are the offics establishment. Their sureties =~ = '
" should be required to pay up tha smount of sécurity, aud ‘every one connected with the Cash:

-

Department of that office should be immediately removed.

9. 71hese steps, further activity of the Police and Magistracy, and t.he offer of a reward of
1,000 Rupees, and free pardon to any miuor agent who may give information which may lead to
conviction—which I have recommended the Mnguu-a.te to apply for—will, in time, 1 believs,

produce a useful clue.

CANNANORE PAY OFFICE DEFICIENCY

L Captain Douglas states, that on the evening of the 30th June, he examinod the Civil
Cash Chest, and found & deficiency of Rupm 12,000, ucompnred with the balance shown in tho
Cash book. -

2. Tho last inspection, previous to this, took placo on tho 6th &une, wheu the oontents of
the Cash Chext were found, It is asserted, to be correct

8. Captain Douglas gave no previous warning *“ he states ” to the Cash- keeper, of his inten-
tion to inspect on the 6th June, so that there would have been no opportanity to pat back money,
if any bad boen previously abstracted; the inspeotion was & sudden idea of Captain Douglas’ acted
on in consequence of a large remittance (Rupoes 53,000) huvmg been received from Calicut a day
or two previomaly. The opportunity for counting the contents of the Cash Chest was considered o
favorable one in consequence.. The contents of the chest were counted and found corieet, it s
alloged, before the remittance from Calicut was deposited therein, Tha remnttance conwisted of
500 Rupees bags only. (

4. _Captain Douglas assumed cbuge of the Pay OIﬁce from Captain Hagnth on 3l:t March,
the cash was then counted and found correct,

5. No fixed periods are laid down for inspections. Captain Douglas genen]ly inspects once
s month; he has had four inspeotions from date of assuming charge to date of discovery, of defici-
ency. The inspection on the 6th June was, Captusin Douglas says, minute ; the actual cash however
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15 Substitution of Copper for Siiver seems & possible way of accounting for the deficiency.
It has been broadly stated that this is impossible, (1) because the Copper is kept in a different
chest, and its transference from one chest to anuther would be impossible ; (2) that the Copper is E
kept in a differont description of bag ; (8) that if the cheat wcre attempted, the color—or rater :
difterence of —would strike the cye, through the canvas bag, and (4) that when the Copper bag was :
put on the floor by the peon, the sound would expose the cheat. .

16. The fact is, none of these chjections are very formidable ; the first is apparently the most .
difficult, viz., getting the Copper into the Silver chest. The Shroff would probably be able to - "_g
cxplain this better than I can, but onc way occurs to me :——The Cash-keeper has entire control of 2
Military Cash Chest, and as he keeps the key, can open it when he likes ; there is always Copper
in this chest, and be might manage to have any amount he required in it, ready for his purpose.

: - ’ At the end of each day a certain sum from the
k:&g;‘f‘ iﬁ;‘tmm‘gqﬁ:rﬁm&?‘:;h’;{oﬁ; amount given out in the morning is put buck
ments, and that large aums have to be returned ocomionally ip the Civil Cash Chest, it may be a large or
to the cliowt in the cvenivg. )

, : . small sum, I understand that alarge sum like

" Rupees 500 would'nt be counted, because it would be in a bag sxpposed to have been unopened.
Copper, it occurs to me, might te substituted on this occasion, without the Paymaster being th}o
wiser. : o ‘ .

17, Liis quite possible too, that embezzlement may havs gone on from day to day, without

the Paymaster discovering them. I at first thought that this would be impossible, as an audic .

of the accounts would expose this mode of peculation ; but on reconsideration, it occurs to me
that the ingenuity of a clever Shrofor Cash-k8eper would trinmph over such a difficulty. A :

certain sum is given out day by day to moet probable requirements. Payments are made on
‘ - Cheques. In the evening ® the Paymaster exam-

® Or the next day, if ha in promad for tiu. ines the entries in the Cash book with the vou-
chers or Cheques. The Cash-keeper reads out the latter, and the Paymaster checks each item

toe iy hia o e

_entered in the Cash book by them, Why could’nt the Cash-kegper makear incoreer er = in b2

~ cash book and resd ont a cheque (falsely) to conform thereto?  After satisfying the Paymaster, the

Cash-keoper has merely to alter the falss item in the Cash book to the correct amouant, to make his
eocounts agree with the Cheques, or vouchern. . : o _
18. 1haveexamined the Cash book for June, and though I can detect no erasures with a pen-
knife, the possibility of changing one figure into another wsill appears possible to me, particu-
larly as T observe that some figures are much thicker than others.
19. If however, it is believed, that the cash was correct on the G6th June after the Calicut
remittance was lodged in the cheat, it is very difficult to bring forward this view with any shuw

of reason to sccount for a deficiency of Kupees 12,000, for this sum would all have to bo embes-

zled in the manner de;cribﬂdin 24 days, out of & sum of Rupees 45,677 ; not impossible perhaps,

- but verydifficult. -
20, The easiest solution of the matter is that the Military Guard picked the locks and

walked off with the money on some night between the 6th and 30th June, There is a litte diffi-
culty however in accepting this view, viz, that the locks and scals were intact, and the chest
showed no appearance of having been tampored with either on or before the 30th June, the day

on which the discovery of deficiency was made, .

21, The Court of Enquiry have howaever adopted this view, but on what grounds, I am at .

loss to perceive. : . o -
92. There are two circumstances which give a coloring of plausibility to this view, the firsé is
this: Captain Douglas says, “on the 8th April I bad a duplicate key made for the Civil Cash
Chest, in consequence of the old one being broken. This was the only opportunity any one
Lad of taking an impression of any of the keys, which as before stated, never left my posseasion.”
23. Captain Douglas informs me that this koy (the key of the centre lock) wus broken, or
damaged by himaself, whilst endeavouring to unlock the Cash Chest, and that he had the lock
t1ken off and a new key made by a Blacksmith belonging to the Mission establishment. Certainly
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Departmnt..y/

29th September 1863.

32. Some other slight clues were thought to have l.nen obtainecfl, but they have.x been
) roved to be of no consequence, and the efforts of the Police, fhough incessant, have hxther:g
) ?ujled in discovering the perpetrators of the aflair, A reward of Rupees 500 has also pl:ﬂ‘oved
ineffectual. T would beg to suggest that it be incrguec! to 1,000 Rupegs: and lfl:ee p;:douft;{nk
to any of the minor performers of the affair who will give the nemur?'qnformahon, lci.k fhink

it possible that something may then be discovered. The secret has hitherto been well kept,

i i emain so.

e noAm::n‘a';ic:’z‘lt]t?:]lgailgg;roﬁcidlare responsible for the deficiency, I have mco‘m-‘ :
mcndisi. the .;:;ut Mlgistr;te to call upon them for the amount of thejr security. He agrees with

ili i i i hie correct coursa. .
‘me i isability of the proceeding. It is obviously ¢ . ourse . |
e m&;.he ﬁ:ago;ii:?are ntillp wat-ching‘ the case, and if any information is hereafter obtained it
1 i ted. . .
. Vlu pe dely conmunie (Signed) E. L. HANKIN, Captain,
CaNNAXORE, 5iA S;plénbcr 1863. dg. Dy. Inspr, Genl. of Police, Wfotm Range,

Procaedingu;of Government in the Revenue Department, dated 25bh September

1863, No. 1,769.
roving certain suggestions mads by the Col-
dpgctor cg‘ Malabar in vegard to the late da-
Jalcation in the Civil Qash Chest of the Poy-
master's Office at Cannanore, )

No. 857. ORDER THEREON, 20th Septomber 1863, No. 1,564,

No. 256,

i i . ' dated
Vide Proceedings Revenue Departmer\t,
( ;ZI;th September 1863, Nos. 337 & 338.)

' , the perpetrators of the robbery from tM Civil
Proossdings of Goverzmant, 384k July, No- 1,110,
) ) : ’ : Rupees (1,000) one thonsand.

) N . - . f
rizes the Magistrate to offer a fres pardon to any one of the minor agents in the perpetration o
es the

. . . iminal
the crime who will give information leading to the conviction of the principal eriminala,
e crime

i f
The Governor in Council sanctions the reward which has been offered* for the detection o |

Cash Chest at Cannanore, being raised to _
He also antho- -

2. Orders will be issued in the Financial Department for the suspension of the Cash-keeper, -
rde

i f the Office.
i inate connected with the Cash Department o o
Shmg?, 1:)[‘20.“’. ti:ef:'cetde:;:.ty L;Jueb:'?;::nzewmnde by Mr. Ballard should have been made in his
Mo, direct.
' i ddressed to Government ‘
capacity as Magistrate, and nhcruld bave been a o) AT SPHNOT, |
Chisf Secreiary.’.

e
.

Exd, T. O'Connor,
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“1nto the defalcation 1n tire Tivil tash chest wt Caupunuge. -

o | No. o872 -
- ~ Paoczzpneos oF 228 Bosrp or Revexvs, dated 16th Soptember 1863.
Rend the following letter from G, A, BALLARD, Eaq., Collector of Malabar, to W. HUDLE-

BTON, Esq, Secretary tothe Board of Revenne, dated Calicut, 10th September 1863, -

No, 201 :—
1. In continnation of my letter of the 20ch July last, No. 154, I have the honor to report
that Captain Hankin, Depuly Ipspector General of Polios, has htely been engaged in anumng

r He has, I believe, reported fully to the Inapoctor General of Pohco. J
I have pervonally ducmaed matters with Captain Hankin, md been favored with notes of hn

5

inguiries.

am strongly of opinion ; firstly, that the probabilities are decidedly against the moneys having been
taken by the Sepoy guard, or indeed having boen taken by any parties in the lamp ; and secondly,
that suspicion, as far as it attaches parlicularly to any person or persons whilst we have little bat
the bare fact of the loss of the money, and surmises to go upon, falls on the Cash-keeper, ShroEl.
and Peons of the Office, :

3. I am aware this was not the conclusion arrived at by the Court of Inquiry. Bat with all
due deference to the opinion of that Court, I must express my own opinion, flretly, that the Court's
conclusion that some of the Sepoy guards were the culprits, is not sustained by the evidenos
recorded befora it ; and secondly, that the assumption that the Pay Oﬂicﬁ subordmntes were innocent
is equally unsupported and gratuitous. :

4. A far as the Sepoys were councerned, & most mrchmg and able inquiry was made by
Oaptabn Dlowietd witlout discuyullng vuo shile of 8Vidcuue, s syel nu.umu WLt Mnoe, wugible

suspicion against them.

T feel very sure that if they hﬂ,d been the culprits, Captain Blomfield's i mqmnu would have

brought the matter to hght. : .

5. Although Oapt.am Hankin’s inquiry has not fixed tangible suspicion on any of she Pay
Office subordinates in partioular, it certainly tends to show that the abatraction of money by them
was not impossible, even with no want of ordinary care on the part of the Paymaster.

Ausuredly native suspicion points most distinetly to the Pay Office subordinates, and although

this of course could not in any way be allowed to inflaence & judicial inquiry, it may in some
degres indicate the course that should be pursued from an entu-e]_y exira-judicial point of view,
6. Captain Hankin has suggested, |
That the offered reward of Rupees 500 be increased to Bupeos 1,000 ;
That a free pardon be offered to any one of the minor agents who will give mformnuon
leading to the conviction of the principal criminals ;

- That the secarities of the Pay Office officials be called upon at once to mlka good the

missing amount to the extent of their security bonds,

7. I quite approve of the two first suggestions, .

The oaly doubt that exists in my mind is whether, as the defisiancy ia in the Civil Cash chest,
the scourities furnished in the Military Department of the Pay Office officials are linble ; & question
which communication with the Military Auditor-General’s Offios will probably best determi
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g } ‘ appointed in February last, and I

i  take ateps with regard to him till the general course of action with regard to the subordinates is
! " determined. ;
: "y 2 In myopinion the Cash-keeper, Shrofs, Peons, in fact every subordinate connected with
: f'_ﬁ"’ Office, ahould each and all be susponded until furthe, orders. . -
I - , ’ : wfﬁ" - ,.’:';T;"-f B P, . ,"*?“— - y et - o
! 1. Bubmitted for te information of Goverament, gng for such orders as they may think
fit to pasa.

2. The Board do not understand that the Collector desires instruction from thom, or that

{ indeed the matter comes within their province, byt the co

urse suggestod by the Collector commends
s d to the doubt expressed by Mr. Ballard, ** Whether,
}‘{ - a8 the deficiency u.in the Civil Cagh Chest, the

of o » the Board would dicect the Collector's attention to the Order
J ment vefn@;nt 19th February 1861, No. 30 Paragraphs 3 and 7, in which the Govern-
g the OI";"(‘:‘; out the wholly faalty arrangement which then reemeg to be eontemlated of keeping
' - ' h distinet from the Military, ang directed that there should bo bus one cash chest
‘. all funds and ops cagpy socount.
i | (A tue Copy and Extract,)
'i " (Signed) W, HUDLESTON,
T . Scecretary,
|  ToJ.D. Sim, Euq, Sevretary 1o Government, R, D, ,
‘; o - Dopyico g ,;nqnn.arr..,,.o.u..h.ﬁ ol .., - - : - s ’
, Coritos
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