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i ' . Proceedm-rs of the Madras Government, Judicial Departmgnt \\n
' : 17th September 1863.
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No..l45 Read the following letter from the Honorable JOHN BRUCE V.ORTO\T Advo-

cate General; to the Honcrable ALEXANDER J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary . -

to Government, dated Yercaud, 12th September 1863.
“Although I personally explained to you the reasons which led me to act on behalf of the
Plaintiff in the Ramnad case, 1 think it desirable to place those reasons on record, with a view
not only tothe satisfaction of His Excellency the.Governor in Council, but also to prevent erro-
neous impressions which might be created at home in the absence of full information,.
H 9, 1 did not bise my action on any fancied distincuion between the duties of Advocate .
. General and Government Pleader. It has dlways been my opinion even before the amalgamation of -
the Courts, and much more so since, that tlie Advocate General ought not to appear in any case -
in which the Government was a party, except for the Government; though it certainly appears to
me that the amalgamation renders expedlent a reconsxdera.uon of the posxtxons and functions of o
e _ the several Law Officers of Government. . R
3. 1 have in fact declined to act or advue in more than one case in which it appeared to me
(hat the interests of Governmeat mlwht come In questfon, since I had had the honor of acling as
, § Advocate General. Butin the Ramnad case, I had been retained prlor to my leavmg India in -
L i 1859, and received a heavy fee. On the 26th March Jast the case was partly heard in the H:gh
. \ Court on Appeal. 1 wasnot then connected with the Government, and appeared on behalf of .*
\‘ my client. The case would have been finally disposed of on that day, but that the Court thought
\ that there was one point not sufhmently or at all established in point of fact; and to establish
\thls, prior to the further hearing of the case they directed the issue for the trial of which my
client required my servicss.
4. My course and duty uader these circumstances appeared to me so clear as to leave me
no alternative, notwithstanding I had in the interim been honored w1th the confidence of the’
. Government and had become its Advocate General, C . .
v o 5. A case occurs to me precisely in point, though not so strong 2s the present case, for in
that the cause had not been partly heard; and all that Counsel had done was to settle the case
and advise generally. N, :
6. I allude to the Tanjore case before the Privy Council. fI‘hen the present Lord Chan-
cellor, Ionorable Sir Richard Bethel, who was Counsel for Her Highness Kamachi Bhoyee had in
the interim between'the settlement of the Respondent’s case and the hearing had been appointed,
Her Majesty’s Attorney General, notwithstanding whxch he felt it his duty to appear, and did
appear on behalf of his earlier client.

. A No. 145. ORDER THEREON, 17th September 1863 No. 1, ,504. .
\ The Governor in Council considers the reasons as;mned by the Acting Advocate General for N
: having acted on behalf of the Plaintiff in the suits referrhd to, to be satlsfactory

| o (Slgned) A. J. ARBUTHNOT, '
. - Chief Secretary. -

Exd. -T. M cMootry;
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