MADRAS RECORD OFFICE.

Government of Madras.
DEPARTMENT.

e =S L

Press

G.O. No.
—Nhss :

DBated @ 2% L0007 19

Nof fo be folded or roughly handled




4

/i' ‘”'Praceedigzgs of the Madras Government, Jhﬁwml Department,
e 17th September 1863.

No, 128, Read the following letter from 0, W, READE, Esq., Collector of South Arcot;
~ tothe Honorable A.J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
George, dated Cuddalore, 19th August 1863, No. 45, a :

‘The Notificarion of Government in the Fort Saint George Gazette, dated 22nd May last,
relating to the introduction of Act XX VI of 1850 into the town of Cuddalore, was duly repub-
lished in the local Gazetie of this District for six successive issues. The Notification prescribed
six weeks as the period within which objectors were invited to come forward, and though seven
weeks have now elapsed in excess of the stipulated time, no one has appeared personally before
me in opposition to the proposed measure. ] '

2. Butalthough no one has appeared personally, still I have to state that two petitions

signed by several alleged residents of O1d Town have been addressed to me by Post, both of which
‘were endorsed by me to the eff‘eei_ii‘ .btge objectors could not be heard except in person, and

that if they appeared before my office atiy time their objections would be reccived and noted.
These petitions so endorsed were t med to the principal of the supposed writers, whose
receipt in acknowledgment of such refurn was taken. 'The receipt of the last endorsement so
given bears date the 8th July, yet notwithstanding I have been readily accessible to all by my
continued residence in Cuddalore, within three milcs of Old L'own, and my occasional visits there,
no single person has aftended in objection, and to my knowledge no one has personally raised any
ition whatever to the introduction of the Aect. ‘
ve not felt called upon, in a matter of the kind, to go out of my way to sunmons
“1' riters of the petitions received by Post. The Notification has had every publicity
d it was tom-tomed in every street of the town as directed by Government, and the

'tét f the Notification requ'i'r,e:t'hat objections to be made should be made in perstn. T'hus

Iam not‘,quite clear what course to adopt, i. e., whether the Government will be disposed to pro-

ceed at once in furtherance of the "w‘iai_pg of the originators of the move or whether they will
think it i:ii;:brtant that, in anticipation of h'er'e_after oppositian, enquiry should first be instituted
by summoning the prties whose signatures are attached to the petitions to which I have

e
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4, I beg to state that I had nothing whatever to do with the move for the introduction of
the Act. I never suggested it, and purposely avoided doing so,as [ am quite aware of the impolicy
of any pressure of the kind. The application to me waswperfectly spontaneous on the part of
those who submitted it, and the Government are already in possession of my Notification pub-
lished in the local Gazette long prior to that emanating from the Government itself, and during
the whole of this lengthened interval, with the exception of the above two petitions, as far as I
am aware, there has been but one feeling felt and manifested on the subject,

5 I am not of opinion that there will be any great difficulty in introducing the Act, because
every care and precaution shall be taken to do so in a manner acceptable as well as unobjéction-
able to the public; and I am not without experience in these matters; still it is just possible
Government may feel differently and may consider it undesirable to move further until the pre~
cise nature and extent of the supposed objection or opposition are definitely ascertained ; mean-
while, to prevent unnecessary delay in giving effect to a measure so obviously beneficial, I have
thought it as well at once to submit the names of the proposed Committee of management to whom
will be entrusted the duty of carrying out the provisions of the Municipal Act ; and should Govern-
ment determine that their appointment can only be contingent on the result of the inquiry as
above, the submission beforehand of the names of the Committee will be of little consequence.

6. Itis my belief that the desire for the Act is very general ; certaiuly it is 8o on the part of
the most respectable and influential inhabitants on whom will fall the greater proportion of the
contributions, while if any be really opposed to it, I aminclined to the opinion that ignorance is
rather the cause and a want of appreciation of the objects to be attained, and of course without
personal intercourse neither tHis ignorance nor this want of appreciation can be combated or re-
moved.
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