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o.952.  From J'ROHDE, Esq, Tnspector Genersl of Jails; to A. J. ARBUTHNOT,
,  TEsq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George, dated Vizagapatam, on
* Circuit, 20th April 1863, No. 935. S )

1 have the honot to forward a letter from Mr. Grant, Cellector of Coimbatore, forwarding a
etter from some of the residentssproposing that the Central Jail to be built at that starion shall-
e moved from the spot gelected to some other spot, which, from the description, must -be near

Mr. Ward's house. If this is the locality selected I have no objection to it, but I shoutd think
Mr. Ward would object to it. \ -

2. The Jail should, in my opizion, be in a healthy place between the town (Court House)
and Railway. *I never before heard any objection to the site selected. .
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From P. GRANT, Esq., Collector and Magistrate of Coimbatore ; to J. ROHDE, Esq., Inspec-
tor General of Jails, dated Ootacamund, 8th April 1863, No. 82.
1. [beg to forward for y r consideration a copy- of a letter to my address from the
European residents of Coimbatore, bringing to prominent notice the permanent injury Jikely to
be inflicted on the station by the erection of the Central Jail on the site selected by you when
Jast at Coimbatore, and pointing but another ite which they consider possesses all the advan-
ages of the one alluded to, without any of its disadvantages. L i : &
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2, In the arguments advanced in favor of the new site 1 mygelf coincide; you may -
| remember that I mentioned itto you, but that you did not approve of it, on account of the proba-
ble difficulty that might be experienced in procuring water, and the distance from -the- Railway
Station, whereby the expense of the carriage of materials brought by train would be enhanced. -
| At first yon proposed to erect the Jail on a site in that part of the station called the Race Course,
' to this I objected most strongly ; you then fixed on the site now under reference, and [ withdrew
~ any further objection, as of two evils T considered it the least, at the same time thoughs it
very likely that the other European residents would think that their'comfort and future sanitary
condition had not received that consideration to which they were entitled.' At the time you -
fixed on the site I was under the impression that the prevailing wind blew from the north-east. .
I have since learnt that it comes from a point east and by north, which will for many months i
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_of the year gpbject the residences of the Europeans and the Natives of Coimbatore, to the influ- ,
. ence of any malaria or contagious disease in the Jail, in addition 6 the obvious nuissnce which | -
- | must be experienced at night when the air breathed has been blown over a building occupied by X
;""5 'a 1,000 or more Convicts. Had the prevailing course of the wind been north-east, Mr. Stanes’ .
,f “houses and that in which I myself re‘sside, would have been liable to the evils above alluded to,
w . "but a course east and by north brings the whole station, European and Native, within their
] | snfluence. 1 trust that this subject may receive your early eonsideratign, for, it would be a
% gerious ovil, from want of due forethought, to run the risk even of ruining the healthiest low
g country station in Southern India, & sta.t-ion g0 healthy indeed that Invalids are frequently sent
) N from the Hills to it for the benefit of their health, v . P :
ﬁi # 3 This subject might have been, brought to your notice earlier, but your présence in Coim- . }
B batore was looked for, when it was hoped that things might have been represented to you persons \
. i; | ally; the Engineer has now, however, taken possession of the site, so that an immcdia’e decision s
, {{ of the question becomes necessary. . .
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‘ f ' From the European Inhabitants of Cdimbatore; to P. GRANT, Esg., Cojlector of Coimbatore,
. % dated Coimbatore, 30th March 1863. . - A )
g 4 " We the undersigned European inhabitants of Coimbatore, beg to request your earnest o
% atention to the question of the site of the prqposed new Gaol erg long to b built here. :
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.- of the Race Course (
built about all the Buro

{ the ouly quarter from which the wind blows,
. mile square, it follows that for six months of

- of the Gaol on its proposed site.

v ground never cultivated ; water is easily obtainable,

from the Railway station is about the same as Mr. Rohde?

land (all cultivated) will have to be taken up for each approach,

T

. 'Af not the inmediate abavdonment of the site proposed by Mr. Rohde,

d

4 close to our houses, and that their presence weuld, practically

" (whieh we utterly deny) on the part of Mr. Robde’s site’
- poses, carrying out Mr, Robde's %ish would be mere!
- eriminal diegs of the population, to those of that
_steqds the bighest bothin ravk ard cheracter,

&ﬁ N . CN s = e

->and Suttimungalum roads, which is free from all objecti
* wind passing over the Gaol would blow perfectly clear of all houses either Nati

¢ support, in foiwarding it to the proper quarter

. granted that it will be denied by hardly any
¢+ Native Convicts must be, more or lers certainl

* which has hitherto been a great soure
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2. The site ived upon by Mr. Rohde, @s you know, is about-@ast and by north of the_ centre}
an oval of about one anil a hulf miles in circumference, around which arg

pean houses of the stetion) and at a distance of about 500 yards from
. . s
the east extremity of the course. )

3. During quite six months of the year, i. r., from the early part of October to the latter pa
April, this quarter (east and by north) is not only the prevailirg quarter of the wind, but almos
The Guol parallelogram being about quarter of §

the yeur, the six montl,s during which epidemif
and infectious diseages are most rife in Coimbatore, almost the whole of the wind pasding ove

the European quarter of town, would first pass over the Gaol, and would come laden with what
ever happened 10 be the prevailing aroma of the 1,000 inmates of the Gaol at the time,

4. Thisie no exaggerated statement, gnd we must press upon you the question whetherd
the proballe injury to the health of the Euro

pean inhabitants of what has been hitherto reputed
one of the healthiest stations in the sout 1 of India is not a very serivus objection to the placing]

L
-8, There is another site to the north of the town, in the angle included by the Avenasly

ons on this score, The north-east

ve or Europezxn‘
and the south-west would also blow clear away from the town all the vapour of the Gaol, The]

land of this site is the highest in the neighbourhood (higher than Mr. Rohde’s site). It is wastef

and js, as shown by experience (all the
Europtans getting their drinking water from a well near the site) the best in, or near, Coimba-

tore. It is distant about 500 teo 600 yards from the town, and the new Police lines are almost
the nearest buildings to it, the amount of land available is alrost unlimited. Tts distancel

s site, at most is not half a mile greater.]
h lower than the north site. The whole]
The nearcst wells show that water is not
D, rather scanty (so far as egn be judged

. The distance from the Police lines is from on &)
nere is noroad at present to the

6. Mr, Rohde's- site is not low, hust still it is mucl
of the Jand is under cultivation and must be bought.
to be fuund until a great depth is reached, and is, the
from the only two wells in the neighbourhood)

and a quarter to oaa and a half miles> T site from any side, and]

7. Ttis not difficult to sum up. dn every particualar, withoyt one exception, Mr, Ruhde's
is the inferior site, and the first reason urged, which is, to speak plainly, the gne mosebminediatel
concerning vs is, we are of opinion, of quite sufficient weight to induce earnest reconsideration

8. We would beg your immediate attention. Since Mr.,
beginning the work at once, "

Rohde i; desirous, we believe, o "
~ 9. We haveevety reasen to hope that yourself will tion,
‘thoroughly to endorse the opinion we have ex i

- We have omitted to bring fo

rward an .
ments to show that the cluse proximity of a Gaol Y argu l

must necessarily be objectionable, taking it for
oue. that a Gaol, in the plains of India, for 1,000
¥+ a nuisanée. Nor have we dwelt on the fdet (hay

¥ passing and re-passing along the Race Course
e of health to usall, A

the Convicets would necessarily be continuall road,’
. . . "
fording as it does a drive and walkx
» drive us away. :

10. We cannot be putting the case tde.strongly in saying that, if we granted a prcferenc%

over the other, siply for Gaol pur.
y preferring the comfort and health of the,
.part of the population, which practically’

. . . . ."
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11. Many of our number are absent from Coimbatore, but we are assurefi of tbeir support
if they were presﬁent. s X x;x;/{/:j :;r (Signed) C.G.WALKER, * «" ¢
o i //“ E ( » ) E.W.0GG,. - T s
‘ ' ’/ ( ‘{’3 ) P. A. COLE, M ¢
. . ' ('» ) R.J.LOURY,
oLt S R “ ( » ) S.JONES,
B . Cw ) RSTANES, .
L . ( ) (W Y T.H L.’GORDON‘, an
k. o ( s ) D. H. TRJ&IL, o
. % i “{ s ') J.MICHAEL. e
(True Copy.) -

(Signed) P. GRANT,
.. Collector,

" . z

From P. GRANT, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore ; to the Honorable A, J. ARBUTE.
o- 2% NOrI?mChi.ef Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Coimbatore, 19th June
’ ‘ ' .
 On tllliii,hN:f; .iiri! last, I received from the European residents of this station a Memorial
acainst the site of the new Coimbatore Jail fixed on by .Mr. Rohde. On the 8th of the same mon.th,
i: was forwarded to Mr. Rohde with my own observations ; but. up to the presex}t date no notice
it has been taken. I therefore deem it my duty to place copies of. the Memorufl and'my l.et'ter
. l1:1 Rohde before Government, in order that the matter may receive that consideration which
‘to ’ ot me, it deserves. The late outbreak of Cholera in the Salem Jail shows that the
. aPPiar; old b; well considered in all its bearing ere a step is taken, which may ruin one of the
o try station in Southern India. The site chosen by Mr. Rohde has been marked
e °°‘l‘1" ymmenced by Convict labor, but beyond this, no expense has, I believe, been
?ut a“dda :::;ed I i:oould recommend that no money be laid out until the order of Government in
;‘::::r:f :n‘ against the prayer of the Memorial is passed. A

— whtntteds

3 : OFFICIAL MEMORANDUM ; .d
S ‘ ‘ i i he Government desire to accede
1 of Jails has reason to believe that ¢ L ‘ :
i hThPf ?Sspzﬁgzci::ig?;t: of aCoimbatore in respect of the site of the Jail as communicated
sne . 2
:).; tthe: ";a gisteate in bis letter of the 8th April 1863, No. 82.

In submitting this letter to Government, the Inspector General stated that he had no objec-
n submltil

i lacing of the Jail bebind
oposed, namely, as he understood it, ti‘ne P :
ton 8 Oﬂ"j" tl?ths: ‘;ﬁa:;lgee(ﬁrre}::tion’of Suttimungalum, but that this proposal had not hitherto
Mr. Wa;d sib::by Mr. Ward, whose property was nearest to the site. o '
been 2 S"; this reference the Inspector General did not consider the objections of the resi-
In making

i i bjections to the giving up of the site originally
but he did.not think the obj
dents well founded, , ‘

selected Param(;)l‘mtcln“, stated that he has no objection to the site now selected which extends to
Mr. Ward having

i i hould the Govern-

. Ward's house, it rests with the Collector, s
dto the nors Oi_' XI‘A: res?dents, notified by the Magistrate, to gecure the necessary
3 to the Suttimungalum road to the east, the cross road to the north
as would prevent the erection of any building within 200 yards of

|

the cross roa _
ment accede to the request
ground which should exten

x

: N Jail should
the Jail. ial place, and for discharging the filth of the
. N land f(ll’ a bun P ’
A suitable piece of

B

be arranged at present. - - (Signed) J. ROHDE,

July 1863 o . D - Inspector General of Jails.,
CoiMBATORE, 11#A July L | ;
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department, - . 2

P - 28th July 1863. i
No. 254, ORDER THEREON, 28th July 1863, No. #203,

ion to the proposed alteration in the gite of the Con.
tral Jail about to be erected at Coimbatore, > - : - '

1
2. The site in question, which is a few hundred y 6 .
in an open and healthy situation, :

%
S

P : : )

g " The Governor'in Couneil has no object

f

é return from the Northern Circars and that Officer consi

siders it suitable. The Medical Officerjs

of the same opinion, and Mr. Ward, whose house is the only one near it, does not object to the ”

i Jail being built on . . 7
%, 3. Orders wil} aceordingly be issueq in the Department of Public Works for the adoption ¢
i of the site in question ig lieu of that which has been marked out to the east of the Race C_g“se_ .

s . » v (Signed) A4, j. ARBUTHNOT,

g ) S T Chief Sscretary.
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