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" Proceeding

" No,168. . Read the following Proceedings ©

7 80th June

pump———_—_— LY

s of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
15tk July 1863, '

{ Government in‘_the‘-Military Department, dated
1863, No. 2,116.

Offer observations on ihe explanation afforded)
by the Militury authorities, relative fo the \ v : e
late disturbance which took place between the l> (Vé%ihPfggieihS%’%s Ll\ITxgxstaggcl‘)&e%aSr_‘t};lent, dated
) . .

men of the 31st Light Infantry and the Police
dl @ ]

at Vizagapatam:

No' 169-
Exd. T. O'Connor,

-

ORDER THEREON,_T.';tTl-}uly 1863, No. 1,151,

To be recorded,
(Signed) J. D. SIM,

Secretary to Government,
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o MILITARY DEPARTMENT. .

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT,

Read the following papers :—
from the Officiating Adjutant General, Fort Saint George, 9th June 1863, No.437; 10 the
Secretary to Government, Military Department. ‘

I have the honor, by order of the Commander-in-Chief, to acknowledge the receipt of the
Order of Government, dated 2nd instint, No. 1817, communicating the decision of Government
in the Judicial Department, relative to a disturbance which took place in March last, between
the men of the 31st Light Infantry and the Police at Vizagapatam.

2. The Government has apparently accepted the correctness of the remarks of the Session
Judge, relative to the *“lax state of discipline in the 31st Light Infantry,” &c., &c., alsothe
report of the Acting Magistrate regarding the Proceedings of Lieutenant Isacke, who Mr. Car-

. S michael states, refused to grant leave to the Bheastie of the Veteran Company, to attend the
t . Cour’t of the Session Judge. .
? L 8. The Commander-in-Chief thinks it is to be regretted that this matter was dealt with

‘simply on the papers submitted to Government by the Acting Magistrate at Vizagapatam, Mr.
Carmichael in his letter of the 20ch April, reported to the Chief Secretary that the Officer Com-
manding the Northern Division Lad been furnished by him with a copy of the Session .Court
Calendar “ in the case of the riotous Sepoys” of the 31st Light Infantry : and (as was to be ex-
pected) Major General Browne immediately called on the Officers, whose conduct had been so
freely _commentgd on by the Judge as also by Mr, Carmichael, for any explanation they had to
+offer on the remarks of these gentlemen. i ' . .
4. Major General Browne's letter, dated 20th April, No. 69, with enclosurcs® are herewith
: forwarded fo issi rernment.
l’ { ‘]Zrcepl;irzg the Culendar and the Acting Magis- They hatvi :)ele:ns‘rl:t?:iln:::x ttlfis%of‘ﬁz unneder
T o irate’s lefter. . h . . . ;
S L L - - ’ the impression that Mr. Carmichael’s report, |
. ; x &e., would have been referred to this Department, when all the correspondence compiete would
S have been laid before the Commander-in-Chicf, and Iis Lxccllency’s orders taken on the subject.

i 5. Sir Hope Grant feels surc that it will be a satisfaction to Government to read Major
General Browne's defence of Lieutenant Isacke, whose conduet now appears in a very different
light from the impression left in regard to it by the exparte-statement of Mr. Carmichael, In
the absence of a summons or other document from the Civil Authorities, Licutenant Isacke
exercised his discretion, as he had an undoubted right to do (as the Bheastie’s Commanding Cfi-
cer) in refusing the man’s application for leave : and very properly punished him severely for his
presumptuous defiancoe of him in absenting himself without leave. Iad Mr. Carmichael caused
the man to be furnished with some document shewing that his attendance was required at the
Session Court; or had he adopted what is believed to be the usual course when a servant of
Government is required in a case under investigation,—i.e., requested the Oflicer under whom
he was serving to direct the attendance of the party at the time specified, there would have been
no opening for Mr. Carmichael’s remarks, and the Bheastie would have escaped the punishment

| S awarded him, ‘ ‘

\N"“’\m———-mu_% . The Oflicer Commanding 3lst Light Infantry in his letter tothe Assistant Adjutant

; ’ General Northern Division, dated 21th April, kas successfully answered the reflection cast on his

) ‘Regiment generally by the several Civil Authorities, whose correspondence is recorded in the

Proceedings of Government under reply, Lieutenant Colonel Money also shews that the accusa-

tion of the Police that he omitted to take any steps to guard against the anticipated disturbance,

is cntirely without foundation. The Lieutenant Colonel further justifies, the conduct of his

Adjutant, in defending men who were arraigned before the Judge ; and he also represents that

the Session Judge was duly informed by the Adjutant, of the measures adopted to preserve
the peace.

7. It will be scen that Major General Browne thinks it probable that some men of the

31st Regiment, were concerned in the affair at the Bheastie’s house on the 8th March: and no

doubt this is the case. But the Commander-in-Chief fails to trace in these papers that there is
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