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Proceedings of the qura: Government, Judicial Department,
30th June 1863,

Fo. 288.  Read the following letter from W. ROBINSON, Eaq., Inspector General of Madras
Police; to A. J. A'RBUTHNOT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
George, dated Coonoor, 18th May 1863, No. 1,245,
Genera! Department.
1 have the honor to submit the report of an escape of x Convict of the Salem Jail.
2. 1t occurred from & Detachment out in tents. One tent gave way in a dark, wet and
stormy night ; and during the confusion one Convict escaped.
8. Itis simply impossible to guard Convicts under such circumstances with an establish-
ment which is calculated for watching men securely locked up in regular Jails.

From Captain W. S. DREVER, Deputy Inspector General of Polics, Western Range, in charge
of Salem; to W. ROBINSON, Esq., Inspeot.or General of Police, dated Salem, 144h
May 1863, No. 270.

1. 1 bave the honor to report the escape of a Convict (under sentence to ten years' imprison-
ment for Dacoity,) on the night of the 12th instant, from the tents in which 200 prisoners tem-
porarily detached from the Salem Jail were located at Koranga Chowdy, three miles from this
station.

2. The night set in dark, wet and stormy, and the ridge pole of one of the tents gmng way
its inmates had to be divided amongat the others ; the Maistries got out in their totals, the lamps
could not be kept a light, and the Convict in question found it & very easy matter to crawl from
ander the wet canvass and got away unknown to the watchmen, who were no doubt trying to
shelter themselves in their own guard tents.

8. There were but four watchmen to the twenty tents, had there been twice as many, no
determined Convict could have had much difficulty in effecting his escape, and I do not therefore
consider it either necessary or just to put any man on his trial for this escape. I congratulate
myself that ten did not go instead of ove.

4. 1 immediately marched all the Convicts into Jail and sent every available Policeman to
" scour the country ; but regret that we have failed in obtuining any trace of the fugitive.

- 5. You are aware that owing to the crowded state of the Salem Jail it was deemed neces-
sary to detach 400 Convicts in different directions, round and about Salem. These have now
all retorned to the Central Jail, and cholera may of course again break out to-morrow.

6. We have not therefore in any way improved matters, wo have ooly practicslly learnt
that the prisoners must either be left to die in Jail, or allowed to escape when out, and this last
roust continue, so long as it is not thought in any way necessary to locate prisoners securely
and at the same time provide decent accommodation for those who guard them.

7. The only real means of relieving ourselves and our overcrowded Jails, is by transferring
1,000 or 1,500 Convicts to Sedasheghur in Canara, where I should hope the Bombay Govern-
ment would be as glad to receive them as we should to get rid of them.

No. 28‘)‘, OxrpxR THEREON, 30th June 1863, No. 1,029,

To be rocorded with reference to the Proceedings of Government, dated 25th June 1863,
No. 1,002,
(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Secretary te Government,

Etdc T. MC“W“”O
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