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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department, £

| 3rd June 1862. | o

B

Read again Proceedings in the Military Department, dated 6th, and recorded in the Proceed- 5
ings of 1Uth May 1862, No. 775. A

No. 7. Read also the following letter from Major W. J. WILSON, Commissioner of *
Police; to A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to Government, =

Fort Saint George, dated 14th May 1862, No. 51, ;;

" T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Order of Government noted in the ko

: margin, calling upon me to report on the subject of the sale of Wine :
dicial nglbn Di, dated . ) :
JulOt.h Nay 1362: No.775. and Beer to European Soldiers. oy

2. There are at present 42 Wine and Beer Shops within the limits of the Jurisdiction of -
the Supreme Court, 34 of which are in the town. Besides these there are 25 Hotels and Taverns, ’
twelve of which are in the town. This number will probably not be considered as being beyond
the legitimate wants of so populous a city. '

8. Ofthe Hotcls and Taverns, only five are of the class frequ’ented by Soldiers.

4. All Licenses aro granted by the Collector of Madras in the first instance, and it is not
until after this has been done that the Police Licenses can be issued. The forms now in use
were prepured by my predecessor in communication with Mr. Cunliffe; they were approved of
by the Board of Revenue, and were afterwards sanctioned by Government. They provide for
the maintenance of good order in houses of the description now in question, and contain Clauges
forbidding the sale of adulterated liquors, and the harbouring of European Soldiers and Seamen
known to be Desertera; but it does not appear that the keepers of Wine and Beer Shops have ;
at any time been prohibited from selling to European Soldiers, or that any such restriction ’ 3
exists in England, and [ fear that the adoption of the measure here would lead to the estab- \ ;
lishment of Houses of a much lower description where liquors of all sorts might be clandestine.
ly obtained. I may mention here that during the past year no charge has been preferred

_ against any Wine or Beer Shopkeeper for keeping a disorderly House, or for other breach of
License.

5. Should it however be considered advisable to prohibit such sales, I beg to suggest

that the Licenscs isaued by the Collector may be prepared with that view.

XIX of 1852. Section VI of the Abkarry Actempowers the Board of Revenue to alter and

add to the conditions of Licenses granted under that Act, whereas the

18 of 1860, Secction of the amended Police Act which refers to Licenses granted by the

Beotion XI1. Commissioner, appears to have been framed solely for the purpose of secur-

. ing the good behaviour ofthe Keepers of Houses of Public Entertainment

alresdy Licensed by the Collector, and for the prevention of drunkenness and disorder in such

places; and it might prebably be lookod upon as a straining of the Law, to enter any Clause

inthe Police Licenses prohibiting sales from being made to Soldiers, in the absence of any
sach restriction in the Collector’s License. ‘

6. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Deputy Adjutant General's letter which forms
part of the Proceedings quoted above, I beg to state that there has not been any sensible
" increase of late in the number of Soldiers apprehended by the Police for drunkenness.
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7. " A blank Form of the Police License now in force is herewith forwarded, k-
No. 8. Orpxr THEREON, 3rd June 1862, No. 8G3, 7 4

His Excellency the Governor in Council concurs in the-opinion of the Commissioner of L |
Police, that the number of Licensed Wine and Beer Shops, in Madras, is not in excess of the k

legitimate wants of the city, and that it would not be desirable to insert a Clause in their
Licenee prohibiting them from selling to European Soldiers. Such a prohibition would probably

Jead to the establishment of houses of a lower class, where, as Major Wilson observes, liquor of
4 . all sorts might be clandestinely obtained.
‘ ‘ (Signed) A.J. ARBUTHNOT, !
| ‘ Acting Chisf Secretary. g
1 ‘ o Exd. F. Cartledge. )
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' PROCEEDINGS of the MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
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