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JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. -
r W : .PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following letter from Msjor W. J, WILSON, Commissioner of Police; to the , ~
Honorable T. PYCROFT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated R
14th April 1862, No. 38.
: I have the honor to inform you that in conformity with an old Order of the Sudder and
| Foujdary Adawlut, dated 1st Juno 1829, Lunatics from the Mofussil are occasionally forwarded
to the Commissioner of Police at Madras, to be sent by him to the Lunatic Asylum.
2. On the 24th February last, an Insane patient having been sent to Madras by the
Session Judge at Nundial, he was admitted into the Asylum, but I was at the same time apprised
by the Medical anthorities that no patient could be received in future unless accompanied by
the Medical Certificate specified in Act XXXVI of 1858, and I was requested to call upon the
o Judgeat Nundial to forward the necessary docnment, which I did accordingly.

r . 3. On the 4th instant, I received intimation from the Sessions Judge of Trichinopoly
' that he had dispatched an Insane patient for admission into the Lunatic Asylum here, but as
that Officer also had omitted to send the Certificate required by the Surgeon of the Asylum, I
considered it desirable that the attention of the Mofussil authorities should be called to the
provisions of the Act in question, and suppnsing that the proper mode of attaining that object
was through the Judges of the Sudder Court, I addressed the Registrar on the subject and
herewith enclose his reply.

4. 1 am thereby advised either to address the Inspector of Prisons with reference to
Act V1II of 1836, or the Government with reference to Section 394 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure. : o

5. The Act specified is that which created the office of Inspector of Prisons, and the
Section of the Criminal Code has reference solely to Criminal Lunatics. 7

6. Tho Act under which the Medical authorities require a Certificate was passed in 1858,
and seems to have been intended to provide for the safe custody of Lunatics not being Criminals.
- Section XI of this Act gives the Inspector of Jails power to direct the removal of any Lunatic
‘ Y . from any public Asylum to any other public Asylum within the Circle of his Inspection, but
- it does mot appear that Lunatics can be confined in the first instance except in the mode
- prescribed in Section 1V. | _ | . |
7. The Lnspector of Prisons does not appear to have ordered the transfer of either of the
Insane patients in question, and a3 1 did not rective any Warrant with them I infer that neither .
of them were Criminal Luvatics.
8. In order to obviate the inconvenience which must necessarily arise if Insane persons sent
from up country are refused admission into the Lunatic Asylum, I have thought it advisable

to submit the matter for the consideration of
Government.

1 Letter from mistant Surgeon Mason, (to be relarped.)
.9 Copy of latter to Registrar of Court.
3 Copy of letter from ditto,

L =

_ , 9. The correspondence noted in the margin
l _ is herewith forwarded. ’

“ OrprER THEREON, 29th April 1862, No 684-

RS

J, N
The Government do not understand on what grounds the Lunatics referred to in the above
letter were sent to Madras by the Session Judges of Nundial and Trichinopoly.
@, If the persons wers not Crimioal Lupatics, but persons falling under Act XXXVI
of 1858 they should have been forwarded to the Lunatic Asylum of the Presidency by the
Magisiraie with the Medical Certificate A, required by the fourth Section of the Act.
3. 1f the individuals were Criminal Lunatics their cases fall under Act IV of 1849,
Lo " apd the XXVIIth Chapter of the Code of Criminal Procedure, and their cases—unless they
t ‘ were released on security under Section 390 of the Code—should have been reported to
Government. - '




f.

L4

* To the Commissioner of Police,

4. 'The Government resolve to furnish w cupy of the Commissioner's letter to all Judges

aud  Magistrates, and to direct all Magistrates whenever they may forward Lunatics to the

Lunatic Asylum at the Presidency to be careful to send to the Ollicer in charge of the
institution the Certificate A, required by Section IV of Act XXXVI, 1858. Magistrates

. will further be ordered not to forward any Lunatics to the Presidency until they have
- communicated with the Mcdical Officer in charge of the Asylum and ascertained from him that
} the Lunatic con be received. If he cannot be received into the Madras Asylum provision must

Lie rade for his detention and treatment in the Zitlah Jail or other place that may be available.
{True Extract)

: T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

»

(with an enclosure returned.).
5,  Magistrate of
»  Sesstans Judge of

»  Principal Inspector General Medical Departwent.

Ezxd. F. Cartledge.
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