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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment,
19th March 1862.
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" No. 161. Readthe following letter from JAMES INNES MINCHIN, Esq., Acting Magistrate

of Kurnool; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
George, dated 27th February 1862, No. 12.

With reference to the Order of Government, dated 17th February 1862, No. 250, invest-
ing Mr. J. R. Arbuthnot with the full powers of a Magistrate, I have the honor to request they
will be good enough to confer on the same Officer the power to hear Appeals from the decisions
of the Sub-Magistracy of the 2nd class within his range, under Section 412 of the Code of

Criminal Procedure.

9. Tt will be a source of great inconvenience to the inhabitants of his Talooks, to the East
of the Nulla Mulla Range, if it is necessary for them to proceed to my (lourt to bring their
Appeals, and I regret the inadvertence by which I did not expressly request that these powers
should be conferred on the Head Assistant Magistrate in my last commuaication on this subject.

3. With regard to the refusal of Government to confer the same powers upon the Deputy
Collector Ragoonadha Row, I beg respectfully that the question may be reconsidered.

4. Under the Code of Criminal Procedure, a Sub-Magistrate of the Ist class can only
receive complaints directly from the public, or try cases committed to him by the Police, he can
not have cases committed to him for trial by the Sub-Magistrates of the 2nd class, nor can he be
employed in any way in supervising the work of those Officers. It is doubtful even whether a
Magistrate has power under Section 273 to refer to a Sub-Magistrate of the st class, any Crimi-
nal case committed to him by a Sub-Magistrate of the 9nd class, the Section alluding only to
cases brought before him either directly on complaint, or on the report of a Police Officer. Al-
though therefore the Criminal powers of Deputy Collectors have been much enhanced by the
Code of Procedure, their sphere of usefulness has been greatly diminished. .

5. In most Districts the Magistrate has the assistance of a Joint Magist
Assistant to relieve him from the duty of supervising the p: of th
Magistracy, but in Kurnool, the area of which is lasger than
dency, | must myself supervise the Magisterial cases in ever
Head Assistant, unless the Government will grant me
conferring upon the Deputy Collector Ragoonadha Row
Section 23, aud'pbwei‘?"tq;heat Appeals under Section 4

6. Unless the Deputy Collector Ragoonadha Row were
duties proposed, I would of course rather do the wh le work myself

mendation, but [ am confident that there is not a better £ tive

t, and that h"e' is fully qualified for lhe
hat this duty might interfere wit
ould have deterred
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The Government resolve to invest Mr. J. R buthnot, Ac‘t-in‘g'! '

Kurnool, with power under Section 412 of the Code f Criminal P

of Appeals from the decisions of the Subor inate Maglstxmd the second cl
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2. They resolve also, under the circumstances stated, to vest R. Ragoonadha Row, Deputy
Collector, Kurnool, with the full powers of a Magistrate under Section 23 of the Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure, and also, under Scction 412, to hear and dispose of Appeals from the decisions of
the Subordinate Magistrates of the second class stationed within his charge,

3. The opinion of the Sudder will be taken as to the Sudder Ameen at Kurnool being
authorized to exercise Magisterial powers under the Code of Criminal Procedure—Clause I, Sec-
 tion I, Regulation IIL of 1833 being, as pointed out in paragraph 9 of the Sudder Court’s letter,
16th November 1861, No. 114, one of the laws to be repealed in consequence of the enactment of
the Penal and Criminal Procedure Codes, | i

% . (Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
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