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No. 177. Read the following lettef from THOMAS WIEKINS, Egq., Acting Dé“puty

Registrar of the Sudder Court; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary 16 Govern -
ment, dated Madras,15th January 1862, No. 3. # :

I am instructed by the Judges of the Sudder Court to state for the information of Govern-
rment that on the introduction of the new Code of Criminal Procedure, they have felt it to be
their duty to eonsider those provisions of the Code which have reference to the system of trial
by Jury, and the substitution of the notes of the Judge presiding at the trial for the record of
”.le e\'i.dence taken down as at present by an inferior Officer of the Court in the vernacular lun-
guage of the district. :

9, These provisions are contained in Chapter XXIIT of the Code, and in Section 196 as
made applicable to Courts of Session by Section 364. It will be observed that under the above
Section 196, and Section 322, it rests with the Government exclusively to direct the introduction
of the system described in these portions of the Act, either generally or partially as may appear
proper. ;

3. Preparatory to submitting to Government any recommendation on the above subject,
the Judges have considered it advisable to ascertain the views of the local district Officers with
respect to the change of system contemplated by the Aet.” The result of this reference has
shown that ten Judges, including some of the most able and experienced Officers in this Presi-
dency, recommend the introduction of the system of trial by Jury into their districts, though
four of this number would confine its operation for the present to offences against property.
Seven of thése Officers are further of opinion that Sectinn 196 of the Code of Criminal Proce-
dure should be made applicable to the Courts under their charge.

4. The Judges are of opinion that the system of trial by Jury isso far intimately conhected
with Section 196, that it would not be advisable to adopt the former system in any district to
which. the above Section 196 was not at the same time declared applicable. The present system
of taking down the evidence in extenso in the vernacular language, involving often the introduc-
tion of much irrelevant matter, is, as is well known to those who have becn employed in the
Courts of the inferior, tedious in the extreme; and the Judges cannot doubt that its retention
would prove most distasteful to the great body of Jurors employed on trials, and occupy an un-
reasonably large portion of time, which to persons of their class, is of no little value.

5. The system of trial by Jury in criminal cases it may be remarked, bas succeeded well
in Ceylon, where a large proportion of the people are of the same race as the inhabitants of
Southern India; and in Mysore also, where it is universally prevalent, the native eommunities
are said to be much attached to it,

6. Adverting however to the Jarge extent of territory subject to this Government, and to
the importance of the change, the Judges are averse to the adoption of any general measure in
the first instance, and would rather be disposed to suggest_that the trial of the gystem should be
confined for the present to a few only of those districts where the Judges favor the system and
would feel such interest in the subject as would prompt them to exert themselves in promoting
a satisfactory result. The Judges further thivk that it should be limited also to particular classes
of offences to which the system appears to be more especially applicable.  After some experience
of this mode of tiial, it may readily be extended to other distriets and other classes of offences, if
this should appear desirable.

7. With this view the Judges would recommend that the system of trial by Jury, as des-
cribed in Chapter XX11I of the Code of Criminal Procedure, should be introduced in the man=
ner specified in Section 322 of the Code, into the contiguous distriets of Chittoor, Cuddapah, and
Nundial, &s respects those classes of crimes and offences which are deseribed in those Sections

of the ’enal Code which are noted in the mar-
gin. To these three districts the Judges
would be disposed to add Masulipatam. The
Judges presiding in all these Courts have
expressed themselves in favor of the measure,
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and the Judges of the Sudder Court consider
this important change in their districts respectively, if the Government ‘should be pleased
accede to the proposal now submitted.
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8. The Judges would at the same

the provisions of Section 196 of tl

Code of Criminal Proc edure, should, with reference to Section 364 of the same Code, be declare
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Fni)'pll(‘i{blc to all trals before the sev: ral Courts of

on, in which the txial is held by Jury
the manner z2bove indicated.
No. 178,

The Government ¢

would substitute th
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made in the above letter, except that they
!

of Nundial, as Mr, 1

nes has recent

transferred to the for

will be so good as to subwt a Notificat

for publication 1t

(Signed) T. PY
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