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No. 68 Read the followmrr Despatch from the chht Honorable Sir C VVOOD Bart., , :.‘ S
S o Qecretary of State for Indla to His E‘(cellency the Honorable the Governor in Councxl o
ST e Fort éamt Georﬂe, dated London, 3lst December 1861, No. 38, e : -

- : ‘ " The Proceedmos of your Government in the Judrcral Department for the month of B

v
o
.
I

Aufrust last, having been lard before me in Councrl I ‘have to" request wrth reference
“to - the- Statement No.. 14, at - parre 649, that the attentron ‘of " 'the -Sudder. Court may -
be drrected to:the- great lenvth of time durmnr whlch cases are pendmo in the several Courts of
~ your l’resrdency . That ‘cases should not ordmarrly ‘be’ decxded in less than' 16 months in the. e
Judges’- Courle, or 10, 9 and 7 months in the Courts of the Prmcrpal Sudder Ameens, Sudder i
"~ Ameens,’ and Moonsifls, respecmel ¥ under a Code of Procedure so srmple and expedrtrous as' ' '
that of Act. VIII of 1859, :is a fact which clearly shows the necessxty for ca.reful mqurry by the
Sudder Court into the causes whlch have led to, thrs delay P o
' The anmxal returns for the Bengal Drvrsron of the Presrdeucy of- Fort Wlllram for the
ye'rr ISGO have not. yet been recerved but it appears, from a return recently furmshed that the .
) averaue duratron of a; surt in’ the Moonsrﬁ" Court of seven of the most 1mportant drstrrcts
‘ : i of Bengal has been ; reduced, 3 under tbe

Courts of the North-VVesteru Pronnces, for tbe

,g;‘ld, Ad;;m‘o o operatron of the new Code of Procedure, from .

. L Judge 7. 4 months and ‘)L days to 3 months and days-’
- g&ds{:mm::: ; whrle ‘the’ average durauon of surts ‘in tbe ;
e Moonsiﬁ'ai - ‘:”‘,

Lo 3 The great delay whrch occurs in the: Courts of your Presrdency may possrbly admrt of
some explanatlon but, in the absence o( such the retums are calculated to lead to the couclu~

bnngma this matter to the notlce of tbe Sudder Court, you erl 1mpress ‘on the Court the duty_',
“of devoung therr earnest attentron to the lmportaut busmess of checkmo the lower Courts i in. O
- their tendency to delay the dlSpOSal of surts, and of rnsrstmo upon therr strlct observance of the ‘: EEEET
spmt of the new Code’ of. I’rocedure. o s . e Sty
o 4 4, Iu order’ to “enable: the Sudder Court and’ Drstnct Judges to exercrse a proper super
.Q vision over the lower Courts, rt ‘might be advrsable to call for separate moathly returns, sbowmrr . '
‘the average duratlon of: cases of the nature “of Small Cause Court cases, and of those of a more R
comphcated clraracter and the J udges mmbt further be mstructed to subxmt, wrth tberr monthly ' ” " '
statements, a Memorandum from each subordmate Court, showmv tbe number of cases in whlch Sk S
the partres had personally atteuded dlstmgmshmg, as far as practrcable, the number in Wlllclla ; T
they had attended voluntarrly from that in whrch they had atteuded on summons. Do B
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