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Read the following letter from ROBERT COLE, Esg,, Princ.ip.al Inspector General,
eaicul D’epartment F o ﬂlini George; to A, J. A RBUTHNOT, Esq , Chief

With reference to the Order® of Govem-

- ment calling for a report on the late poisoning

case at Calicut, I have-the honor/to state, that

hes been made, and it appeau that the Strychnine in question was supplied {rom
label indieating it to be * Poison” baving been

affixed, which it is not usval to do at the De-

pots of Medical Stores; but the Regulationt

2 odﬁ mllt'ohf;emdenw, tha Mfd‘ﬁ mebz:otge is very precise that it shall be done by the
haracts m%!.eu o L} s .-
"i "'“ pm.’;c, hith contain medicine of a réceiving Officer; but it would seem not to

dw nature, in all Dispensurics, Civil and Military ; BEY 4 : e
7o any @ the Mndidines alluded to, should have been carried into eflect in the case of this

ﬁzﬂuubl hpn?uedby,_ Apothecary or Dressers and  virulent drug, though attention was paid to the
”ﬁb’" il rule as to other less potent medicines, By a

J .e was p]aced apart {rom the other articles in ‘smore, with

the m——hence tlm error in ptepatmg the medicine. The Deputy Inspector General of Hospi-
uh,iu his last Reporlu flua Caho&t J’aﬂ states that the medlcmes were not duly l.zbelled by the

y 'lclnes) It vnll be seen from Dr. Cleveland's (the then Civil Surgeon)

P letter accompanying, that strict orders were

given regarding the labelling, and personal

examination made ; but, unhappily, the Strych-

nine must have been overlooked; for the

,_ Aﬁ»ﬁ’i‘:%m“%:t cuhmrg? lucceedi-ngt Civil Sprgeon Dr. Wyndowe,

¥ yndowe tock charge. reports in the letter§ now forwarded, that the
§ No. ng{ﬁfbﬁ Sephember) 862, and No. 124, po4tle had not the precautionary word affixed.
. 2. Though orders may be given by a

,upenor Oﬁoen to a Sﬂbofdmate, the former cannot be exempted from blame, should any evil

conseguences result from the disobedience or neglect of the latter ; because, it is needless to say,

if an Officer issues an order, he should see to its fulfilment. Blame must therefore attach to

Dr, Cleveland ; in a very minor degree to Dr- Arnold also : and to a greater extent than the last

named Officer, to Dr, Wyndowe ; for, in assuming charge, he should have taken care to see thay

the regulations of the service were observed in all points.

3., The Dresser has been guilty of negleet in notattending to a standing rule of the Depart-
ment, well known and much dwelt upon, in not lsbelling the most potent of poisons; which
it was his duty te have done, as the medicines were in his charge, without any special order
from his superior. and he was very careless, notwithstanding the absence of the distinguishing
word, in dispensing one medicine for the other, for the name of the medicine and its powers
were well known to him. '

4. 1 have issued orders that, when medicines are sent out from the Principal Depétat
Madras to the Divisional ones, the precautionary word shall be affixed to the poisoncus articles ;
and Divisional Storckeepers will bave supplied to them printed labels to affix to all such medi-
cines issued by them, for the use of Hospitals.

From E. S. CLEVELAND, Esq, ».Dp., Officiating Garrison Assistant Surgeon, Bangalsfe; to
H.G. GRAHAM, Esq., Deputy Inspector General of Hospitals, MysoreDivision,
dated Bangalore, 18th October 1862, No. 65. _

In reply to the letter marginally noted, I have the honor to submit that the conduct of the
Dresser C. Mootoosawmy {Who, upon my re-
commendation has since been discharged the
: serviee) was frequerdy noticed in my letters
and reports, and his neffkct of duties and disobedienceof orderg, verbal and written, were fully

‘From Secretary to the Principal ector General, Medical
Dv.pﬂr‘mmt, dated 15th October 1862, No. 2,581,




- of this subordivate duly and

. show there was no want of u

ot lng 1:.

. from it the stomach, poftion of iutestine kidney, a portion of the liver and spl

. committed for trial at the Sessmns, but released on Baﬁ.r oy o

——— .,d’.- uv-.....-..--u-; =

made known to Dapnty In "
ab—Cuheut. e >
2. I spent the better pnwk

Two labels were, in my pres
reguiring it, as laid down in Seetion X
8. The subject of dispensing, an
trict press at public cost, will be
not having access to past Rocg ds

4. It may bappen, th:
bave been retained and old
will be fuaml old ones, “still

From 5. JARDINE WYNTIO y )
Esq, Deputy Inspecta G
September 1862, No. 101. A

1 regret to have 1o brmg to yon

for worms, from wblch t.he cbﬂd was suﬂ‘em(gr,
tered, the Peon brought the child to the Jail Hoép‘rta
before any remedy could be made use of the ,cl_nld‘

I tben aecompamed the Dresser to the Mag:sl_“ Coar :
directed the exhumation of the body of the child which I this mmmng‘ ¥

‘jurs covered with spirit and sealed, I have forwarded to- the Magistrate for b
Chemical Exuminer at the Presidency, as also the body of the kxttei:‘ 'l ire ﬂ‘r

Pending further instructions from you, 1 have &weeted ;‘Bui
nl Nm 68.), to take charge of the Dm:sser s duhes at the ‘J’dif Hgspual

I‘wm S..> EE‘WNYDOW E,Esq., M. D, Givil Snrgean, ﬂgmm- to
~ Esq,mepuyy predqﬂﬁe;wal of Hocpitals_; Babgalore, dated Cai’ ul
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. Pmecdwga of the Madras Gweﬁ&ent Judicial Department,
AP 15th December 1862.

e

Immgjmtgly after the accident I had all the medicine re-labelled. The bottle containing Strych-
nine is exactly as received this year from the Medical Depét, and is at present in the possession

fo _the Civil Judge.

¥ Lgst of Hedlcmes of a more directly poisonous nature in Jail Hospntal Calicut, as they were Jabell-

ed on tﬁe 27th September 1862

* .

Name only.
Name and Poison.

cho-Oxydum Ay

= {In paper parcel.
Liquor Plumbi Diacetas... ... . paper p

Medieine. | Label. | Remarks. |

: _%_¥ | i

. ‘ ‘ ‘l

Antimonii Potas. tart... ... . Name and Polsdn 1
Oayipiph.. .85 ... 08 Doz f
Hydrargyri Bichlorid... ... ... Do. f
l

|

@otemastic. o .o Thess Do.
Tinctura Digitalis... o Name only. :
4 Opii ST e Do.
Acldumy Hdrocyamcum »oor ZN Do. Covered up with paper.
Liquor Opii Sedatio... ... .. Do, @
Morphiz Hydrmhloras Do.
. FACDTL O L A R Deo. I
[Vinum Opu Name and poison. 1
|Zinic ORIGHADNRS. | - vor « ot 7 Do. ,

@5th October 1862 (Signed) S.JARDINE WYNDOWE, w. p.,
Cdicut; 2 ctober 1862.

o, 131.. - OrDER THEREON, 15th December 1862, No. 2,030,
Tbe Govemor in Council considers that Assistant Surgeons Cleveland, Arnold and W yn-
dowe are all more or less responsible for the lamentable accident which forms the subject of the

foregoing letter. The examinations of the Stores referred to in para. 2 of Dr. Cleveland’s letter
must have been very imperfect, when so deadly a poison was allowed to remain unlabelled, and

‘both Dr. Arnold and Dr. Wyndowe are much to blame in not having ascertained, when they
'took charge of the Dispensar), that all poisonous medicines were duly labelled.

8, The carelessness shown by the 2nd Dresser who administered the poison is altogether

~a

without excuse. The bot}le, it appears, was labelled with the name of the medicine it contained,

- _and the Dresser cannot have done more than glance at the label, although he was aware that on
the shelf from which he took the bottle, one containing the most deadly poison was placed. The

Governor in Couneil cannot permit a man who has been guilty of such gross negligence to con-
tinue in the Medical Service of Government. Orders will accordingly be issued in the Military
Department for the discharge of the 2ad Dresser C. Menzies,

3. His Excellency:in Council is further of opinion that a radical change is needed in the
system under which poisonous drugs are issued from the Medical Store Odfice at Madras, and
in the arrangements made for their safe keeping in the local Dispensaries.

4. It appears from Dr. Cole’s letter that it has been the * usnal way” for the Medical
Store Office at Madras to issue to the Provincial Depdts poisonous drugs by wholesale without
any label to designate their deadly character. It has also been * usual” for up country Depéts
to re-issue these dangerous medicines to the local Hospitals and Dispensaries without anything
to distinguish them from the most harmless drugs. The Regulation is indeed * very precise”
that the labels are to be put on by the receiving offices, but how that duty has been performed,
ai the Calicut Jail Hospital at least, may be seen from Dr, Cleveland’s letter in which he says
that © it may happen that on receipt of fresh drugs from the Medical Stores, new bottles (not
labelled) may have been retained and old ones removed,” as well as from the fact that when this
sad oceurrence took place, one-half (7 out of 14) packets or bottles in the Jail Hospital contajg-
ing deadly medicines had not the poison label,

¥ |
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Proceedings of the AIadra)GMﬂmnt, Judicial Department,
15th December 1862. , ’
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{ 5. Dr. Cole has now issued orders that when medicines of a poisonous character Mgent
| ont from the Principal Depot at Madras, they shall be so labelled, and that the same course
<hall be observed at the Divisional Depdts on their re-issue thence. This is well so far as it

goes—but in the opinion of His Excellency in Couneil it does not go far enough. All medi-

cines of a dangerous quality should be kept in a separate almirah, box or chest ,‘mm

the other drugs, and so placed that they cannot be taken for use unless with iullkmﬂedggmﬁ‘

design. The poison labels should be not only in English, but in the Vernacular languages,

Tsmil and Teloogoo, and it would be well if all bottles or papers containing

or at any rate the labels, were to be of some particular color, so that the nature of their contents
could be known at a glance. Medical Officers in charge of Dispensaries, Hospitals. or Medical
Depéts, Civil or Military, should be required to report periodically that these precautions havé
been observed in the places under their charge, and the Deputy Inspector General should parti-
cnlarly note in their reports how this order has been obeyed, and if they find in the course of
their tours that it has not been duly carried out, should remain at the station and see it dome,

' This indeed should extend to the labelling and arranging of all medicines, "yoiioﬁouj,'m-"-jﬁuai;;
poisonous, for it is evident that in some disorders the exhibition of a mngmdidl&tlwou‘h
not per se of a dangerous character, may be attended with as fatal consequences, as tﬁmof' :
drugs actually poisonous. _ ORI T i :,;

6. The Principal Inspector General of the Medical Department will lose no time in pre-

paring instructions on this important subject. They should be submiued' to Guvmﬁ?&r o

their consideration before being issued.

(Signed) A. J. ARBUTHNOT, '\
~ Chief Secretary.

I Exd. T. McMootry.
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