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Proceedings of the Madras Government, J udicial Deparimen:,
6th December 1862.

April 1862, could have been committed to me for wial beie._ oL, .0 L . wot know
of above one case having been so committed, while | am still encainberad with the charge ol the

Jail.

li. The relief, however, that [ asked, and still most earnesily plead ror, ana toge ou sty
public grounds, is, that a Principal Sudder Ameen or sutne Ollicer competent to try Ciri actions
for money from 1,000 to 5,000 Rupees, and appeals from the decisions of District iy

1may be appointed to assist me in keeping down the Cioil Court files, the necessity for w.ich I
think I bave plainly, shown, unless the Chicf Justice and Government are content to allow the
Court to relapse into its former state, and compel suitors to wait from 1 to 5 vears for decision
in their cases.

12.  Admitting that working office hours, I am able, in addition to my oiner wuues, o
pass 12 decrees on merits per mensem. (The Acting Judge could ouly do 24 in three months), I
have now on my file 164 suits, which will at least take me at the ahove rate till Jaonvary 1864
to dispose of ; when the accumulation of suits original and appeal will probably amount to
between 3 and 400 (three years' more work). and this accumulation must eontinue to increase
daily, so long as the aid now solicited is withheld; 1 know, as must every one acquainted with
the District, that it is utterly hopeless my endeavouring single handed to perform the extra
work now put on me, which has hitherto fully employed a Sub-Judge and Sudder Ameen, aud
I submit that after a service of 25 years it cannot be expect~? ¢ - +loe Tohinld cantinun
to sacrificc my comfort and health in attempting to do so.

13. I am perfectly awgre that it has been urged, that the introduction of Courts of Smail
Causes will greatly reduce the appeals frem the District Moonsiff’s Courts, which they certainly
will, when the suits now pending in those Courts have been disposed of ; but, as there are some

thousands®* of suits still pending in the District

# Pending 30th Ju- . . g
Moofty as Moonsit. . 2 Moonsiff’s Courts, no reduction in the appeals
Maduras Moonsiif .. e e, 00 . .
Shevagunah... - " 3263 can be counted upon for two or three years to
Paramagoody... .. - 5140 come ; then, if the Ist class Moonsiffs be
Dindigul... .. .. 2.078

vested with the powers of the late Sudder
833 Ameens (i. e., to try suits up to 5,000 Rupees)
and there can be no doubt that the Ist class Moonsiffs of the present day are an equal if not a
superior class of men to the old Mooftys and Sudder Ameens. The Civil Judge might, in most
Zillahs, if not all, be able to dispose of all original suits above 5,000 Rupees, and all appeals from
the lower Courts, but till the effect of the Courts of Small Causes can be felt, and scen, which is
not the case as yet in Madura, the abolition of the Sub-Court (Principal Sudder Ameen) Liere, 1
would venture to observe has been premature, and cannot but very seriously affect the adminis-
tration of Justice in the District, for instance, the Court which four months ago was efficiently
working is now in a measure paralized.
Feeling satisfied that neither the Chief Justice nor Governweiw van fail to perceive the
justice of, and necessity for, my present reiterated appeal for relief, I confidently leave the matter
for their favorable eonsideration, trusting that the relief solicited may be speedily granted.

No. 53. OrDER T1HEREON, 6th December 1862, No. 1,981.

On the establishment of the Court of Small Causes at Madura in July last, the Court of
the Subordinate Judge was abolished and the Civil and Session Judge was invested with the
powers of a Subordinate Judge, Civil and Criminal. Mr. Cotton having represented the heavy
addition to his work which was entailed by this arrangement, the Government on the 5th Sep-
tember last on the recommendation of the Sudder Court that the Session Judge should be
relieved of the duties of a Subordinate Judge, invested the Judge of the Small Cause Court
with the full powers of a Magistrate under Section II, Act XII of 1861.

The Judge of the Small Cause Court now represents that it is impossible for him to try
Criminal cases without neglecting his proper duties, there being 1,200 suits on his file. The
Honorable the Judges of the High Court recommend that he be relieved of all criminal work, and
that the Magistracy be required to try all Criminal cases within their competency, except those
arising at the Ziilah station which they propose should be disposed of by the Session Judge.
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