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Proceedings of ghe Madras Government, Judicial Department,
6th December 1862.

Read the following Muute by nerable MOREHEAD, dated %o
Uctober 1862,
From. all that I can learn, the Small Cause Courts Intely established are doing their
well and generally giving satisfac! .en the Courts were
established 1 expected that such would bo niade.  L1tis, that tihe Districe Munsiffs no

where the small Cause Courts exist, exert their summary jurisdiction up to 20 Rupees. The ........
e venience thus caused is great consequent on the distances the partiesiave totravel. To obviat.

this i further, and with greater facilities, the advantages of this mode of

dealing summarily with money debts. [ w 7~ ’ T rpmentt - - e -

passing an Act, vesting all District Muns. .. up to )

the Act | would also provide - Government might, wher 3 power to

100 Rupees.

advised the Supreme Government that it was our desire to increase t! oy

jurisdiction of the District Munsiffs ; but this was not acceded to.  As the liw now - ie
Governmoent can of its own accord under Section 42 of the East

questio: strongly urge upon Government the desirabieness
of carrying out the measure 1 hiave suggested, byp ° an Act to enable it ta do so. There
is another point connected with the Smail Cause C .t has often occurred to me as one
that would prove beneficial, as regards this Presidenc uld tend greatly to

relieve Government of the heavy cost of creating new and distinct Sinall Cause Courts. It is,

to empower the Government by law, to invest any judicial ~firer «i'h power to exercise the

functions of a Small Cause Court.  To do this, would be n he old Supreme

had this power, and eard tha “ourts other
ose presided over by District Munsifs to deal witn suits under vu or 19Q Romne

By The above course, at once, in all the larve or rathet in the capital town of anvy I

Small Cause Court would be establish

even sumuary jurisdiction allowc: Rupees, much of the litigaiion of the country

will be under this power disposed o1 vy tuem ; and if it were extended to Rupees 100, the effect

on the files of the District Muusiffs would be very marked. When it is found how this extend-

ed jurisdiction work

a position to determine h- ¢Cessary Lo maintaia s0 maay Diswict Mu
we i - bt meee many of the il he no longer ic. . ..
{Signe. A. MOREHEAD.
‘There is one point that it is per: that 1 should me: th reference
for integrity generally posscssed by the Distict siunsins as a ciass. Some

years ago | recorded it as my opivipn that the District Moonsifls of the Presidency were deserv-

ino of trust, and that as a body they were honest and intellige since then carefully
has been strengthened an
firy serefore lecl no hesitation 1w staling tnat, s respects ability and hones !
b « «afdv Le entrusted with the extended powers I have propesed. {
(Sign

. Oivin corniomo.., Bth December 1>

s Lxcellencey the Govervorin Council concurs in the
Minut: investing District Moonsiffs with juri
exercised by Courts of Small Causes, in all suits for money or other persunal property, the amons::
or value of which shall not e.ceed Rupees 50. e also considers that the Government should , :
have the powér of investing all Civil Judges, Subordinate Judges, and Principal Sudder Amcens
with Small Cause Court jurisdiction up to Rupees 500.

W The proposal to extend to Rupees 50 the final jurisdiction, which is at present exercised
District Moonsiffs of this Presidency in money suits up to Rureas 70 has hiwn more

AL
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
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than once advoeated by this Government, first in their letter of the 26:h October 1854, submit-
"ing their opinion on a draft Act for the establishment of Small Cause Courts which had been
" Y ato the Legislative Council at Calcutta; and again in their letter of the 8th Feb-

) In the latter communication it was recommended that Small Cause Court jurisdic-
tion up to Rupees 500 should be given to every Zillah Judge. More recently these recommenda-

tions were repeated in the leteer to the Government of | d March 186!. Sir Barnes
Peacock, the pres + 7' " Tt o€ ot Tk Court at v 's,* it would appear, a sup-
porter of i . ve <o far as regards extend-
J jurisdi the Distriet Moon-

L3, siils.  Mr. J. B. Norton when

the subject as Government Pleaucr in
+ 5.2 letter dated 13th June 1854, recorded in Consultationlet  Was alsoin favor of it, and Mr. Walter El.
Argist 1834, 18591 recommended ieir final jurisdic-
- Fxiract Minutes Con: ruary 1859. tion should be extended to Rupees 100, at the
same time expressing his concurrence in Mr.
Aforehead's opinion as to the general character fior integrity enjoyed by the Moonsiff's of this
Presidency. Mr. Morehead’s opinion and more
fully in onerecorded by him in 1559.§ The late
Sudder Court took a diffcrent view and objected
to any extension of the final jurisdiction of this
class of judicial Officers.

3. Meanwhile the arrears on the files of the Mofussil Courts are enormously increasing.

Ou the 1st January of this year the number of Original suits pending on the files of the C:

of this Presidency was 1,66,180, of which 1,40,146 were on the files of the District Mur

of the correspondencc ok place regarding the establishm:
1 Lause Lourts it was shown that in two Districts it would take some two years and a hali
~ide the suits actudl'v pending without taking into account. those which might be afterwards
all Cause Courts are probably doing something towards the removal
this unsatfisfactory state of things, but no-
Ru- thing in comparrison|] with what would be
o me o vur. ™ effected by extending the summary jurisdiction
-ame ag it was in 1853. of the District Moonsiffs, and conferring Small
Cause Court powers on the higher Judicatories. And as Mr. Morehead observes, the abolition
-“+he final jurisdiction up to Rupees 20 in the case of those Moonsiffs whose Courts are situated
in the territoria! iurisdiction of the new Small Cause Courts, is a serious inconvenience to
‘e from the latter Courts.

\W now Al persops having mo: :
1 Kupee 1o w0 are compelied to resort to the Small Cause Court, the head guarier of
cmav be some 30 ur 60 miles distant {rom their homes, while there may be a Moonsiff’s
decisions they would be perfectly

. arrang
R I TrUTiggilended 1o many Cas2s by serlols delzy and conscyueul icvnvenleuce,

. ~
oo Ta conforrine Smn'l Cavsae Caner Dodiadiction on Civil and Subordinate

incil thinks it will be preferable

$9uld e conlerred ou & these Luurts by tie Act.  ln most Districks it will be woie conve-
nient that only one of the principal Courts should act as a Small Cause Court.

6. A Bill to give efect to the measures now resolved on will be introduced into the Coun-
cil for making Laws and Regulations at an early date.

(Sig:. ARBUTHNOT,
Clief Secrotary.

‘Exd. T. McMootry.
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itions, is of course attended in many ¢ rious delay and ¢a Lo .

Judzes and Principal Sudder A thi

£ 2

that the Government should take power to an ¢ us, rawner tman mac th
sinuld be conferred on all these Courts by the Act. In most Distr
nient that only one of the principal Courts should act as a Simall Cau

6. A Bill to give effect to the mea- ived on will b
cil for meking Laws and Regulations at an early date.

(Signed)

Exd. T. McMootry.
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that the Government shouid take power 10 do tais, rather than tha
should be conferred on all these Courts by the Act. In most Dis...oo.
nient that only one of the principal Courts should act as a Swmall Caus‘é C

6. A Bill to give effect to the measures now resolved on will bein:

cil for making Laws and Regulations at an early date.

(Signed) A

‘Exd. T. McMootry.
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should be conferred on all these Courts by the Act.  In wos.
nient that only one of the principal Courts should act as a Smali ...

6. A Bill to give eflect to the measures now resolved on wi
cil for making Laws and Regulations at an early date.

Sieped)
(Signed)

Exd. T. McMootry.
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should be conferred on all these Courts by th
nient that only one of the principal Courts should

6. A Bill to give eftect to the measures now resu
cil for making Laws and Regulations at an early dat~
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Exd. T. McMootry.
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