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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment,
26th November 1862.

e

No. 187.  Read the following letter from E. C. BAYLEY, Eaq., Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint
George, dated Fort William, the 8th October 1862, No. 5,566.

Home Department.
Judicial.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1,545, dated the 19th ultimo,
strongly deprecating the transmission of convicts from the Straits Settlement to the Madras
Presidency, and in reply to state that the Governor General in Council considers it probable
that, when your letter was written, His Excellency the Governor in Council was not aware of
the very small number of convicts sent sanually from the Straits.

2. The average snnual number during the last three years has been under 40 ; and the
difficulty and expense of carrying these convicts to Bombay has been so great, that it appears to
the Governor General in Council to be almost imperative that some change should be made.

. 8. A report has only just been made from the Bombay Government regarding the bad
treatment of, and consequent great mortality among, a party of convicts sent early in the present
year from Singapore to Bombay ; and this lamentable case must be in & great measure attributed
1o the extreme difficulty which is aver experienced in procuriog freight to Bombay.

4. Under thess urgent circumstances, the Governor General in Council would hbpe that
the objection expressed by the Madras Government to the reception of these few convicts will

s L e Mhash 'ﬁ.ﬂmmwﬂﬁd -

be overcome.
—— R

No. 188. To the Secretary to the Governmest of India, Home Department, dated Fort
~ Saint George, 26th November 1862, No. 1,922,

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th ultimo, No. 5,566, stating
the reasons which are considered to render it necessary that Convicts from the Straits Settle- '
ments under sentenoe of transportation should be sent to Madras, and observing thet the average
annual number is under 40. '

2. Tam to state in reply that His Excellency the Governor in Coundil, on full consideration
of the circumstances set forth in your letter, adheres_to the opinion that the system proposed to
be carried out is most objectionable, not merely on the ground that the amount of Jail accommoda-
tion at present available in this Presidency is considerably below what is required for the number
of prisoners now in confinement, but also on the higher ground that transportation as & system
of punishment is unfair both to the country sending, and to the one receiving Convicta.

3. As there are but 40 prisoners on an average to be transported annuslly, it seems to this
Government that provision might casily be made for their retention at the Straits, and that the
saving of freight would in a grest measure cover the cost of the Establishment that would be
required for them. : :

(Signed) A.J. ARBUTHNOT, |
Chisf Secrstary.

Exd. T. McMootry.
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