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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
Tth November 1862.

ey

No. 62;  Read the following letter from Lieutenant Colonel W, J. WILSON, Commissioner
of Police; to A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort
Saint George, dated 30th Octeber 1862, No. 126.

I have the honor to forward for your peru-

* | Letter from tho Commissioner of Police to Senior Magis- gal copy of a notice posted in the Roya-

trate, dated 28th October 1862, . ) v
1 Do. from the Senior Magistrate to Commissioner pettah Police Court by Colonel Colbeck the
of Police, dated 28th October 1862. Senior Magistrate, and also copies” of a corres-

pondence with him on the subjeet,

2. Tt iswith great regret that I feel myself bound to take this step, but [ could not do
otherwise consistently with the duty I owe to myself, and to the Force under my control.

3. If Colonel Colbeck saw reason to suspect improper practices on the part of the Police
Officers doing duty at his Court, there were other means at his disposal far preferable to that
which he has chosen, which appears to me open to the most serious objections.

4. 1 amat all times anxious to detect and punish offences committed by Police Officers,
especially those of the class now in question, and had I been aware that such malpractices were
supposed to exist, 1 should have endeavoured to discover and prosecute the guilty parties ; but
the publication of the Notice was the first intimation I received on the subject.

5. The Magistrate states therein that he has reason to believe that upon all occasions
when money payments are made in his Court, some portion thereof is extorted from the recipients
by the Police Officers. He goes on to say that he believes the report to be true, and calls upou
the Public to come forward under his protection and prove any such charges.

6. I respectfully submit that such a proceeding as this on the part of a Judicial Officer
is unprecedented, and greatly to be deprecated.

7. It amounts to a public avowal by a Magistrate of his belief before trial in the truth of
certain charges to be investigated hereafter by himself, and to an inviwation to the public to

prosecute the Police.

8. Tt was at least to be presumed that before issuing a notice of such a character as this,
the Magistrate had good grounds for the imputation he thought proper to make, but when his
letter of the 28th instant is referrel to, it will be seen that they were of the weakest description,
and that although he states in his notice that ke believes extortion to be practiced on all occasions
upon which money is paid in his Court, he now says that ‘‘ from one or two circumstances he
** has reason to believe the accusations have some truth in them !”

9. Upon this weak foundation the Magistrate has not hesitated to placard a notice in his
Court containing a sweeping condemnation of all the Police Officers attached thereto, which
notice has appeared in the public prints, and has also been sent to England in the Overland Mail.

10. There has never been any backwardness on the part of the inhabitants of this city to
seek for redress against the Police, either from the Courts, or from the Magistrates, and they
stand in need neither of prompting, nor of assurances of protection.

11.  With respect to the last paragraph of Colonel Colbeek’s letter, I beg to state that while
I am glad to receive any information a Magistrate may please to send me, 1 do not ccnsider I am
bound to adopt his views without exercising my own judgment. For example, in this present
instance although the information contained in Colonel Colbeck’s letter of the 28th instant would
not have enabled me to arrive at the absolute conclusion to which he has come, as expressed in
the notice ; yet I conceive that I ought to have been made acquainted with the existence of the
grave suspicions entertained by him in order that I might have taken steps to ascertain their
correctness.

12. I have therefore the honor to request you will be good enough to lay the correspondence
before Government for such orders as may be thought fit,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department |
Tth November 1862.

Copy of a Notice which a ]

ppedred in the Madras Ath

eneum of the 28th Octob

The Senior Magistrate 1 e -

agls , i
money Ty amarded togpa:fiees ‘1:113 leﬂsfm to behe\fe, that upon all occasions when compensation in
moncy 10 have suffered injury, and also in ¢ inten
is paid to women, that the Police Officers of this (aes where mainienanee Moty

Court are i :
yeople pa : . e in the habit i
people parts of the compensation and maintenance money. of extorting from the

| The Magistrate is extremely angry to hear this report
e o co T Tl
Cha:x(:)vs t:nforx;xs the Public in his District, that if they will come forward
o Azt:,481e); :8213 be (':areful!y‘ protected, and the Police Ofticers de'tl;rw‘.”l and prove any such
of Act & 0 ,w’h.xch p‘rov1des punishment for this offence to the ont of ‘under Section X

ne, and six months’ imprisonment with hard labor eutent of five hundred Rupees
RovarerT Porice Court s

Outobor 1862, ’ (Signed) 1. COLBECK, Lieut. Colonel,

Senior Magistrate of Police.

»

» which he believes to be true, and

(A true Copy.)
(Signed) W. J. WILSON
. —_— Commissione Police
From Lieutenant Col y . rof Potice.
H. COLBT'?G(;gelSZXi‘og.I\)[:\iPtSON) IfommiSSioner of Police; to Licutenant Colonel
et Istrate . ’ :

Wi _ ’ viag » Royapett Police C "
atmc}]e:]thtzefe;z:cg to a notice sax.d to have been issued by you 0:;:’ e(it:.ted 218“‘ Oc.tober 1862,
honor to rec zeSt Our-tl,l .and which notice was published in thisg 'mi e e
s juest you will inform me whether you suspect any indivi 2y's .thenaeum, I bave the

1at I may cause them to be relieved at once. ¥ individuals in particular in order

. I shall also feel obliged by your informing m
plained that money has been extorted from th:

m.

Trom Lieutenant Colonel H. COI »
: . LBECK, Seni .
Ww.J. | . » Senior Magistrat ice; i
J. WILSON, Commissioner of Police, dated ?Jgtl(:fg):tl;;; I;Gi%]?teng;n Colonel
2, No. 61.

In reply to your let
; cter No. GOT of 1862-63, dated 28th instant, I have the honor to state

that in consequence of seve iti
et o conses . ral petitions lately received accus; i
iis Court of extorting money from parties t Uiong the Native Police Officers ut

" ! o whom i
out if there was any truth in the ailogation m it had been awarded, I endeavoured to find
1 have been unable t X
{ 0 tra 1
- - Ce corruption to any parties, but f i
1ave reason tu believe the accusations 2 Ut from one ox two circumstances 1

T hav :
any parties in particular, ¢ some truth in them, though 1 could mot point out

upon whom it w .
Upon receipt of the last petition, would be possible to prove guilt,

: I mag .
notice to be affixed in conspicuous places i € some observations from the Bench and directed
to be imposed upon by Police Office ; 1n my Court, warning parties not to allow themselves
awpear in the Public prints ; and amrss. ut h}ad no intention whatever that such Notice should
| ] orry that i .
tion of mine. . ¥y that it should so appear, perfectly without any sanc-

In conclusion I'b -
beon made some montlfsg i:csglyll:!:;u};?ld the accPsati(.ms of extortion against the Police Oflicers
with them, but I candidly co;mfess that (()‘;sl;::’;lslllnvanably my cus?om) h.ave made you acquainted
tion from me has received the weight I would haifa;vlelon;etdb;:: 3?3::::56:;:-&;::{ i‘uforma-
(True Copies.) ¢ )
(Signed) W, J. WILSON,
Commissioner of Police.

No. 63. ORDER THEREON, 7th November 1862, No. 1,833
With the. foregoing letter the Commissioner of Police has subn;ittec.l aco f :
which has been recently issued by the Senior Magistrate of Police and placard I;)’_ ° ’a e
expressing his belief in a report which had reached him, to the effect that iheePlrl,'hls Ofﬁce’
employed in his Court are in the habit of extorting money from persons receiving - Oﬁlc.ers
and maintenance money, and calling upon the public of his District to come for:v:ro(;n ;)::l) S: o
rove

'
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
7tl, November 18562.
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such extortion whenever it occurs; copies of & correspondence which has passed between the
Commissioner and the Senior Magistrate on the subject of this notice, which it appears has been
published in onc of the local Newspapers, are also submitted.

.

Q2. On perusal of this correspondence and of the notice to which it refers, 'the Governor
in Council concurs with the Commissioner of Police in considering the course taken by the
Senior Magistrate in this matter to have been highly injudicious and objectionable. The latter
Officer by his own showing has acted upon very slender grounds ; and vuder the circumstances
it was clearly his duty, before publicly pronouncing such a wholesale condemnation of the con-
duct of the Police, to communicate his suspicions to the Commissioner, in order thatan inquiry
might be instituted and some more trustworthy information obtained than he appears to have
been in possession of as to the actual existence, or otherwise, of the practices which formed the
subject of his notice.

3. The notice if still posted up in the Police Court should Le at ouce removed.

(Signed) A.J. ARBUTHNOT,
Chlief Secretary,

Exd. T. O'Connor.
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