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Proc.. e wmaras aroverment, Judicial Department,
v Nopember 1868,
No. 11. Read vow sy wetier jvom 5. HOHDYE, Lsq, InspectorGeneral of Jails; to T

PYCROFT, lisq, Clief Sccretary to the ©r-crnment of Fort ghiqt George, dated
Ootacamund, 18th October 1862, No. 542

[ have the honar, in reference to an escape of 37 Convicts from a working part;
on the 20¢h uldmo, when one was shot by a villager, to vemark that, the Joint Magistrate, ﬂm
Depaty Inspector General of Police, and the Inspector Gevena 7 P oo, concur in representings
the escape as wholly attributable to the disgraceful condus . < Guards.

2. These Officers all accept the statement that the whole gw_ty of Police were present, 1
so ntimidated that sceing 3 of their number disarmed, the prisoners having possessed themsely. -
of the Muskets, loaded, but without caps, that they neglected o tala any steps to sceure the
prisoners.

3, The caze ws now vne spocially requiring notice, were it not that one of the escaped Con-
1o Ondor of Garormment 1ot an ¥ e vz, viets, was shot by a villager; the case will have

. ~been reported b&t}m Joint Magisgrate.

4. Lne tuspector General of Police demands sanction for an addition of seven me;
Police Guard of 33, over the 184 prisoners in the Vellore Fort.

5. 1 have directed that, until other provision is made, a small ward in the Jail shall ba use”
for the sick now treated in the station Hospital, severe cases being sent in to Chittoor ; ihis will
remove the necessity for 3 of the extra establishment required.

6. The Deputy Inspector General, I observe, decided on keeping a standing Police Guard
for Jail duties specially deputed from Head Quarters for the purpose. It is impossible however to
pass over the fact that it was at the Head Quarter station that I obscrved the very course in the
Police, which, at Vellore, no doubt, placed those on duty in the power of the prisoners—the Police
Guard was insufficient force ; whether all were really present is to my mind doubtful. I mustalso
remark that a standing Police guard over Conviets, approaches to the very exil Ifound most fani: v
with under the old system, the constant association of the Convicts with the same Guards,

7. I bave been much in favor of the new system, but the present case, and a general remis:-
ness and falling off, induces me to question whether the Police, as now constituted, does form
the best deseription of force for guarding Convicts at labor. Offiearsin charge of Jails very gene-
rally find fault with the new s;stem, but I must say that it has checkod many irregularities ; but
the want of efficient check, which was the great fault of the old system, seems to me to be now
equally prevalent in the Police. The absurd conductof the Police at Chittoor, their negligence at
Vellore, the absence of half the number, and gross irregularities I witnessed in visiting two gangs
on the 3rd September at Coimbatore, never would have occurred had the guards expected a visit
from an Ingpector.

8. The Jails now pay for what they do not want—the scrvices of men enlisted for general
service. Jamnot all sure that Captain Ilcarn is not right, and that the Jail Guard should
be composed of men with special training. I believe the lead Quarter duty wnder which a Police .
party had no duties except iu connection with the Jail, Treasury, Courts, and Cutcherry, would
be most popular, that the roatine would aflord sufficient change to obviate the constant associa-
tion of Conviets with the sawe guard, unavoidable under the old system, and that the men
would become acquainted with their duties, and attentive to them. At the same time the Jai!
would not have topay for, what it would be better without, the services of men with such variol
duties that they generally perform none satisfactorily.

9. Captain Hearn brought to notice the number oflong .. ... jisoners confined at Veliore ;
but in this there wa3s no breach of'rule. The Vellore Jailunder the eye of a Joint Magistraic
and in astrong and garisoned Fort, being considered quite as securc asany other Jail in the
country ; the absenez of a Jail, properly so called, making it more sceure ; but I have ealled fo-

explanaton relative to the number of prisonor:
16th July 1861, Seige, Uhitloor, in the same caie trausferred from Chittoar to

this Jail in direet contravention of repeatedin-
structions. No less than® Couviets sen‘enced to 14 vears’ imprisonment 11 the sams gang the

yeor before last, are included in the number of those escaped.
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Proccedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department, - N

I
3rd November 1862. )
No. 12, ORDER THEREON, ord November 18612, No. 1,802.

The Governor in Council szmctious an addition of four Constables to the Police Guard at the

Vellore Jail.
2. The four last paras. of Mr. Rohde’s letter will be referred for the remarks of the Inspec-.

tor General of Police.
3. Mr. Rohde is requested to number the paragraphs in his letters.

(Signed) A.J. ARBUTHNOT,
Chief Secretury.

Exd. T. McMootty.
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Exd. T. McMootry.



	image0100020001
	image0100020002
	image0100020003
	image0100020004

