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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
21st October 1862.

~ PR ~

No. 18%. Read the following letter from W. ROBINSON, Esq., Inspector General of M.
Police ; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,
dated 3rd October 1862, No. 2,275.
Gelgal Department-
I bave the honor to submit the following fact for the consideration of Government on the
subject of Breach of Contract cases.
Extract from Diary of the Superintendent of Police of North Malabar, dated 27th
August 1862.
“ Rode back to Manantoddy in the middle of the day, met a Deputy Head Constable and
“ three Constables on the road who had been entrusted by the Deputy Magistrate then with 36
“ Warrants for Breach of Contract to execute at Corote and its neighbourhood (20 miles distant.)
“ Found on arrival that the Deputy Magistrate had issued altogether 46 Warrants to the Police
* of Manantoddy Station IIouse, a!l for cases of Breach of Contract and to be executed on persons
“ at a distance and mostly unknown to the Police (Mysore coolies).”

“ This will shew the Inspector General the necessity of adopting some measure to put a
“stop to the Government Police being called on to execute these processes.”

“ The proper duty of the Police is entirely neglected or has to be postponed in order to
“ fulfil these demands. T find to-day that half the number of Constables detailed for beat and
“ walk duty had to be taken off at once in order to execute these Warrants; and some of them
¢ will probably be absent for a week.”

2. The Deputy Inspector General remarks:

[ beg particular attention to this subjeet. It is utterly impossible for Police duty to be
“ efficiently performed so long as this abuse stands.”
* Dated 11th July 1862. 3. I also forward a letter® addressed to the Magistrate of Madras
t Duted 14th Joly 1862 and his reply.t+ The abuse therein brought to light is not singular.

4. Mach ivregularity is occasioned throughout the Presidency by the operation of this Act,

and the operation is oppressive.

5. 1 beg to recommend that provision be made for the execution of these, virtually civil
N . . . » E)
processes at the cost of the individual prosecuting akd not at that of the State and of the general

community, for whose well-being the Police, now crippled to this burden, is maintained,

From W. ROBINSON, Esq., Inspector General of M. Police; to B. CUNLIFFE, Esq.,
Magistrate of Madras District, Sydupet, dated Cuddalore, 11th July 1862, No. 1,536.
General Departmert.

I am informed that a man died on or about the 30th June in custody at Sydapett: who had
been in confinement on remand Warrant by Mr. Jordan, Deputy Magistrate, since the 10th May ;
charge being Breach of Contract aund a bailable offence.

2. Also that two others were on the same day in custody in that station house, who had
been imprisoned since the 2Gth April on a similar charge before the same Officer.

3. I have personally seen, if my memory serves me rightly, from 15 to 20 persons locked
.. in that station house at one time by order of the same Gllices.

* 4. I beg you will take such notice of these cases as may appear to you fit,
(True Cop:
wigned) W, ROBINSON,
Inspector General of M. Police.

From B, CUONLIFFE, B:q.,, Muzistrab: vo Mudeas District; to W. ROBINSON, Esq,
Inspector General of M. Police, Cuddalore, dated Sydapett, 14th July 1862, No. 41.

1 regret to state that the circumstances alluded to in your letter of the 11th instant, are too
true, On their being brought to my notice by the Superiniendent of Police, I required an ex-
planation from the Deputy Magistrate, whose proceedings were quite unjustifiable, and such as
1 should not have expected from an Officer of his experience. One thing is certain, that his acts

require closer supexvision than I have hitherto applied to them. [have now instructed him to
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(True Copy.)

(Signed) W, ROBINSON,

Inspector Generyl of M, p
ORrpER THEREON, 2lst October 1862, No
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Carry out his intdntion of exe

(Signed) T, PYCROFT,
Chief Secrelary.
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