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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
17th October 1862.
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No. 144. Read the following letter from M. J SHAW STEWART, Esq., Acting Secre-
tary to the Government of Bombay; to the Sccretary to the Government of Madras,
dated Bombay Castle, 13th September 1862, No. 2,758.

The Secretary of State for India having, in a recent Despatch to this Government, suggest-
ed the expediency of assimilating their functions in judicial matters with those of the other
Governments of India, I am directed by His Excellency the Governor in Council to request that
you will, with the permission of the Government of Madras, favour this Government with infor-
Ination as to the mode pursued in the Madras Presidency in receiving and disposing of Civil
Appeals from the decisions of Courts established in non-regulation Districts, and in dependent
Foreign States; and also as to the exercise by the Madras Government of a vight of review or
appeal in Criminal cases under the Jike circumstances.

No. 145 T'o the Seerctury to the Government of Bombay, dated Fort Saint George, 17th
N b
October 1862, No 1,705, X

I Lave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th ultimo, No. 2,758,
requesting information as to the mode pursued in this Presidency in the Government receiving
and disposing of Civil Appeals from the decisions of Coutts established in non-regulation
Districts, and in dependent Foreign States—and also as to the cxercise by the Madras Govern-
ment of a right of review or appeal in Criminal cases under the like circumstances.

2. In reply I am dirccted to state that the only non-regulation Distriets in the Madras
Presidency are the Government Agencies of Vizagapatam and (Ganjam es'ablished under Act
X X1V, 1839. Under the revised rules sanctioned by the Government in July 1860, fur the
guidance of the Governor's Agents of those tracts, a copy of which accompanies, appeals fiom
all decrees upon Original Suits passed by an Agent, lie to the High Court, excepting appeals
from decrees in Suits wherein the landed possession of a Zemindar, Bessoye, or other feudal
chief may liave formed the subject of litigation. Appeals in thcse cases lie to the Governor in
Council alone, but, any such appeal may be referred by the Government for the decision of the
High Court, under the proviso that the Court's decrce shall not be carried iuto execution without.
the permission of the Governor in Council. In Criminal cases, the review of the proceedings
rests with the 1ligh Court. No cases are referrible to the Goverument.

3. In regard to dependent Foreign States, those under the supervision of the Madras
Government are the States of Travancore and Cochin, the Poodoocottsh State, the Jaghires of
Soondoor and Bunganapillay. A Memo. by the late Resident of Travancore and Cochin show-
ing the course of judiciul'admiuistraxion in both States, is foowarded. By Treaty the Rajuhs
of both States are bound ¢ te pay at all times the utmost attention to suchadvice as the Fnglish
Government shall occasionally judge it necessary to offer them, with a view to the economy of
their finances, the better collection of their revenues, the administration of Justice, the extension
of comme:ce, the encouragement of trade, agriculture and industry, or any other objects cou-
nected with the advancement of their Highuess's interests, the happiness of their people, and the
mutual welfare of both States.” This article of the Treaty confers upon the British Government
through tie Resident a gencral power of supervision in Judicial as of other matters, but he does
not interfere with the detailed administration of Civil or Criminal Justice—nor does any appeal
lie to him. In Paodoocottah, Bunganapillay and Soondoor the state of things is much the same,
"The two latter Jaghiredars are however bound by their Sunnud, to abstain from the punishment
of mutilating criminals, and not to sentence capitally, or execate persous capitally convicted,
without the sanction of Government previously obtained— but they are to refer all cases appear-
ing to them to cull for such punishment for the consideration wnd Qrders of the Governor in
Council. There is no Treaty between the Rajah of I'oodoocottsh and the British Govermmnent.
He probably would not be allowed to mutilate criminals, nor be permitted to inflict capital
punishment without the sanction of Government—but no case has yet arisen in which it hus becn

necessary to enforce such prohibition.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
. . Chief Secretary.
Exd. F. Cartledge.
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