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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
16tk September 1862.

No. 144. Read the following letter from J. ROHDE, Esq., Inspector General of Jails ;
to A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to the Government of
Fort Saint George, dated Ootacamund, 12th July 1862, No. 327.

I have the honor to submit for the information of Government my opinion of the course to
be taken with the Guindy Jail in obedience to the Orders of the 18th May, which, for want of
the Returns, I could not satisfactorily answer at the time.

2. At present th= great increase in ‘the number of prisoners throughout the Presideney
precludes my abandoning the Guindy Jail, but in my opinion it ought to be abandoned as soon
as the prisoners can be disposed of elsewhere.

3. The mortality has been entirely confined to a gang from Chittoor, where the Jail was
crowded : 18 out of fifty have died, but the cause is not apparent, and I regret to say that there
is no place to which they can be sent. All were seasoned prisoners in good health, they had for
some months previous to transfer had raggy and rice and the only change was to a rice diet, all
but two died of Anasarca, Diarrhcea or Atrophy, indicating an unwholesome Jail, but when visit-
ing the Jail I could not account for this, especially as the prisoners had not generally suffered.

4. I trust the Government will have something done towards building new Jails, the whole
time is now wasted in calling for estimates and, on the plains, a very good skeleton Jail might
be built in the time it now takes to obtain and pass estimates, in the meantime [ have no reason
to doubt that convictions will increase at a ratio far exceeding the means of imprisoning the

criminals,

No. 145. ORDER THEREON, 16th September 1862, No. 1,518.
To be recorded.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd. F, Cartledge,
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