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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment,
' 28th August 1862.

e
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No. 279. Read the following letter from J. ROHDE, Eaq., Inspector General of Jails; to

T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George,

dated 18th August 1862, No. 413.
I have the honor to forward a copy of my report on the prescribed first quarterly
visit to the European Prison at Ootacamund, together with the petitions therein alluded to.

No. 280. OrpER THEREON, 28th August 1862, No. 1,400.

1. Frank Willicms., Ordered that the eight petitions from the Convicts named in

:. }:;;lnlflrdlng - the margin, who were sentenced by the late Supreme Court at
4. John Pa;:.',;‘m Calcutta, be forwarded, with a copy of Mr. Rohde’s report, 20th
‘:: ]JI':;:; Ford. .. ultimo, of his visit to the General European Prison at Qotacamund,
7. Thomas W. Burks, 3 petitions. to the Government of Bengal for their consideration.

& Frodezick Fowles.

2. By the Order of the 10th June last, No. 897, five Mili-
tary offenders were transferred to the Jail at Ootacamund. These men were on various dates
sentenced by Courts Martial to Penal Servitude—not Transportation—under the Mutiny Act for
H. M.'s late Indian Army. The Proceedings of Government, 27th May last, Judicial Depart-
ment, No: 844, will be communicated to the Inspector General for his information. The subse-
quent Proceedings of 10th June last, No. 897, Judicial Department, it is observed, have been
already communicated to him.

8. In regard to Samuel Summers, one of the five Convicts in question, and whose sentence
dates 19th December 1860, it is observed that the Order for his intermediate custody was niade
by the Chief Justice of the late Supreme Court, 15th January 1861, under the Act for punishing
Mutiny and Desertion of Officers and Soldiers in the service of the East India Company—and
that in the Order, he is described as a Private of the First Madras Fusiliers.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chisf Secretary.

' No.‘ 281.° To the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, dated i?ort Saint’George, 28th

August 1862, No. 1,401,
- I am directed to forward a copy of a report* from the

® Duted 20th July 1868 —separataly pricied. Inspector General of Jails of his visit to the General
European Prison at Ootacamund, together with the eight

pétitionl teceived with it from Convicts imprisoned there under sentence of the late Calcutta

Supreme Court,
Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chisf Seoretary.

Exd. F. Cartledge.
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A : Ovtacamund 20tk July 1862

: The Quarterly visit to the European Prison was made this day. I had frequently gone
into the prison with the view to the ascertaining how its interpal arrangements were conducted,
ont one oceasion I attended Divine Service in the Prison, and had on several occasions mspected
che dinner and gone cursorily over the Prison. '
T have the satisfaction of stating that the Prisoners continue to conduct themselves well, only
] two easos wers entered in the Misconduct ook, one, that of a prisoner who had, previous to
: lis inearceration, heen in a lunatic Asylum, for unhecoming conduct lat Divine Service, the
: other, of a prisoner who contemptuously threw away his Coffee using at the time insubordinate
: language to the Warder on duty. _
! The eonduct of the Officers attached to the Prison has been very aatisfactory and, consider-
i iuig-that the building has been recently occupied for the first tune and that the appliances were
} " in'some respects defective, I have every reason to nceept the favorable opinion of them expressed
by the Officer in charge and by others who have had opportunities of observation 1 would
‘ expecially quote the remark of the Very Revd. tha Archdeacon who had, most opportunely,
} _ olunteored his services during his three months residence at Qotacamund and who, by his
; frequent and prolonged visits, had ample opportunity of judging. “ 1 fully intended,” he writes,
» hefors leaving Ootacamund, to have expressed in writing, what I said the last time I met you,
“ regarding the order and good diseipline of the Ootacamund conviet Jail.  During the two. or
" three months that T visited it constantly, T was greatly struck with the admirable manner
« i which every thing was conducted.  As far as T could ree the men are treated with the
s utmost humanits and kindness, while the exeallont Prisam Rognlotisne ara atrictly onrricd out.
« The warders and Jailor behaved to me with great respect and eourtesy and seemed well
« wolected for the Offices they fill, in fuct a better staff you could not easily obtain in India.”
« The demeanour of the Prisonery, the respect with which they received all I said to them,
w their devout behaviour during Diviné Sorvice, were quite remarkable and exemplary, All
- this combined to make it quite a pleasure to attend to the spiritual wants of the inmates of
« the Jail and I shall ever look hack with pleasure to my temporary eonnection with them.”
Other clergy who, trom time to time, have visited the prison have similarly expressed

themselves. ) L . ,
The only faults T have had to find with the prisons Oficers or Servants, are, in the for-

Juer case, the neglect of the head warder to supply a change .of flannel on one oceasion, owing,
it was alleged, to the difticulty in drying the clothes, and in the other to tl.m quality of the
cookery by the paid cook, both these faults have been remadied, the first, by directing that the
prisoners should waxh their own {lannels and socks, a.‘nd. that these should, in damp weather,
be dried on horses in the kitchen, the sccond by dismissing the cook whose attendance had
hecome irregular and telling off two of the prisoners to chop wokl, cook and clean up for the
whole establishment, I have twice since tasted the dinners and I have reason to believe that
the prisoners now receive the full benefit of the rations, muchAuf vt.'}Lich w.ms of necessity lost
hy the want ot skill and care in the cook, & very common fault in this station.

The health of the prisoners has been quite as good as 1 could have
u.l,fll'ﬁ v::'praﬂl.ﬁ]iw Iu’r expected among & body of men whose habits * pnfn'ous to imprison-
prisomment i1 dav Ot of ment may be presumed to have been in very maiy instances not those
?"I:lﬁ‘ mﬂ?"":'hm » xtroog  most conducive to health and who lave been subjected to a severity
el kit v in discipline and restriction in diet to which none had been accustomed.

In one case, that of the Madrzs prisoner Murphy, the surgeon considered his removal to Madras
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authorised to draw up their petitions which are herewith upcluscd : the pﬁautsr tI}‘ W. B-l(l;;e
at the same tine submitted his case stating that after sentence ha.d been pass& ,t : ,;;eﬁre:] tingr
Judge, Sir Charles Juckson, advised him to petition the Executive Government rej ; ;1
hiu lor;g imprisonment before trial which had not been Ilrevinuﬂy brought to the notice o

the Counrt. o :

T had endorsed my remarks on Burke's Petition which 1s Cn(‘lﬂS‘E'll_ ' g

The Prisoner James Burke desired to represent his case to the (mvcrnmcl‘w, he 18 Ju:ﬂe Q t
those convieted of having caused the death ofa Police man in the outbreak trom. the ) thzt .,
Caleutta, he states that he employed a Barrister, of the name of l?aul, to defevnd him ‘;:1 o
in consequence of his neglect to call the witnesses who were in cuurt. ) at.sa'»]n,' t?at e
Peterson), he was convicted on the evidence of Broders then a Prisoner 1n 'the :uli o
Broders was re-convicted & month after lis release, that it came to the Prisoner’s Know ;_fd
that Brodems told Peterson that he would do prisoner harm and Bubse.quentl.y he ha}:: h o
that Broders has oxpressed contrition for having given evidence against 111111, fm-;] crm)t\k
he understands from Pendergust that Clarke has been heard t(? BILY h-e kl'lC‘W the man w l’) 8 t;d
the Wow. The Prisoner states that his object is to obtain an investigution su'ch as was 'gran
by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal in Freeman’s case. ' . o

The Prisoner Nolan stgtes that he had rvason to hope that 8 new tru.u.l‘or mvestlgat{on
would be granted in regard to the evidence on which he was mnthed‘uf ading and al;vettmg‘
in causing the death of the Policcrnn, that he was convictad on the evxdgnm of a German ]ot
the muneA of Smith, o deserter from the 12th Lancers; that although the (}overn‘ment gave thoe
Prisoner the services of an attorney, pamed Goodall, he never came near the Prisoner and ffho
Prisoner's witnesses, Cornish and Bryan, were not heard, he states he now trusts that cnqu'n'?,’
will be made. This Prisoncr and others urge also that a mere refer.euw to the plan of the _!ml
will be suflicient to shew that if the evidenee on which one was convieted be true that on which
others were convicted of the wamg act must Lo fulsge oo e v o2 = ‘ - .
Tho claim of the Prisoners Ford, Pendergust, Williams, M»-artiudale, vig and Thomas W
Burke to having already undergone their additional afv.entaneo is not borne vut by the reC.oﬁ[ of
their sentence as furnished to me, the sentence for prison bn?ach ‘w.as to be carried OUti in the
House of Correction in Calcutts after the exprivadion of their o.rlgma.l .Selltell(‘C; Vlf'hetllul' from
any error on the part of the Sheriff or his officers, or of o.tl'ler prisuns vflicers, the prisoners were

Y Jiove that thoy had already undergone their additionsal sentence, as Bome of them stated,

llcdlmtgv:)L n?t: ebut all agree in the allegation that, immediately on the mnterflce tlh)emg p:.:sod_,. (:(tlle;'
were removed to the House of Correction and there kept to hard laber for the exact peri
their respective sentences and no longer.

In th f Fowles he seems to bave been sentenced to the common jail, which I
e case O

implies simple imprisonment and consequent on his sentence for prison breach to have
presume ap

P i if this he the case I think it
. . in the House of Correction, if t
boen immediately put to hard labor 1n . : tences
llest;;nmble whz;har Lis claim is not well founded. Other Pnsonersfwere lz‘trbﬁmhgho 9:“ “n;i‘:
} transferred ar A de
gf Penal servitude and might legally, L p rosurne, have bce:tt,end'mg their having been put to
noper authority, in any prison; whether any circumstances . their oririnal sontence, justi-
} bor in the House of Correction while in the courso of undergoing thelr nti;h risoners’ subsc
: . N 2 ey L
fon their claim, T know not, but, should there be any doubt in the m:t?rti,ei: ;’m o favorablo
quont conduct as for as I can form any opinion of it, would recomme
considerntion

0 Martial, were received in this prison ; in
ix military prisoncrs, sentenced by Courts ' ' !
3| Iﬂtelz ::OT}:E HPntE::)mwu to tmmmortat'imz to Western Australia, one heing a pnao:mr
W 0 > , Austra :

tA ]et‘:;ced to two years inprisonment with hard labor by a Military Cowrt ab B:=\ngn:1re~{J tw(]):
“’f'“_; r cases in which theterni ofsantence waA for less than one yemr, were reported bu
simila ; ; |
declined receiving them, the jail being full.
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VELLORE, lsr Avgust 1863.

K

The gang, detained for labor in the fort, consisted of 182 convicts, chiefly from Chittoor; in
order, however, to secure the breaking up of gangs, in the sbsence of means for separating pri-
soners in the Zillah Jails, some have been sent to the prison at this place. The diet of the Jail
has been reduced to that of the Chittoor Jail, but, from some cause, probably the imperfect
cooking of the grain where each man cooks for himself, the men were not looking in good cons
dition, though fifty of their number, sent & year ago to Salem and there fod in messes, on Raggy
alone, for six days io the week, presented a sleek healthy appearance.

2. Among the prisoners I observed about twenty aged and evidently infirm men, several of
whom had been, I was informed, lately transferred from Chittoor—a list of these has been taken
down and unless there are any special reasons for their being kept here they will be remanded to
the Zillah Jail.

3. An East Indian, lately sentenced, was transferred to this Jail for labor, he was dressed

ative. 'There is no reason why East Indian Convicts, sccustomed to exposure, should be

asa N
e Jail, but the cloth should be made up into shirt and

exempt from the ordinary iabor of th

trousers.
4. The gang at thia station, being sent here for labor on the public roads, and the establish-

ment of the Jail not being sufficient to allow of prisoners being kept unnecessarily within the
walls, none but able bodied convicts, suited to hard labor, on the public roads, should be transfer-
red to this Jail; the atteniion of the Sessions Judge will be called to this point.

5. There is a prironer in the Jail, Streenevass Pillay, formerly Cutwal of the town, under
gentence to seven years' imprisonment ; his transfer to another Jail seems desirable and it will be
convenient to send him to Coimbatore in charge of the Warder who will shortly deliver a Coim-
batore prisoner at this Jail, or otherwise, as may be found convenient; Mr. Barlow has been
authorized to make the transfer,

6. At present three Police-men and one Warder are withdrawn to guard and look after
two or three sick prisoners who are treated in the Station Hospital : the cost of this arrange-
ment is not less than 25 Rupees monthly, sod the arrangement is in every way objcctioml.
There is a difficulty in providing accommodation for the sick within the Jail which is crowded,
but, if the Jailer were provided with quarters in the immediate vicinity of the Jail, his present
quarters might be used, in part, as & Hospital; in the meantime the number in Jail must be redu-
ced and the small ward now occupied, by night, by gix prisoners, may be used for the sick, and
the Governm=nt will be requested to direct thieir treatment within the prison.

7. In order to secure proper cooking, cooks from whom all classes will ordinarily eat, will
be told off in the proportion of one to 25 prisoners und no private cooking will be permitted. '

8. The Maistries’ extra allowance will be regulated aa directed in the rule originally laid
down, namely, that they shall receive & dounble quantity of condiment and of condiment only,
there has been an error in regulating their allowance hitherto at a rate exceeding this.

9. All direct dealings between convicts and the bazaar-men, even by means of tickets will

be discontinued, the grain and condiment will be served out, for each day, directly to the couks,
by whom alone the food will be prepared and served out.

10. ‘The Warders should be compelled to maintain silence in gangs proceeding to and

returning from labor, and silence on these occasions should be enjoined on the prisoners by &

written rule.

11. There is a building, near the J
the Jailer's residence if it can be spared ;
sent residence into Hospital and Guard room will be trifling.

12. Task work is not enforced; whenever the prisoners are engaged in work which may
conveniently be tasked, this should be done and be calculated by its cost by contract labor and
the value of the convicts’ daily work calculated at two-thirds the cost of free labor ; thus if a yard
of earthwork costs 6 Pice and the daily wages of a cooly are 2 Annas, & prisoner should be come

pelied to do 4 X3 =18 2} cubic yards of such work dsily.
3 (]

4
ail, now used as 8 school, which would be convenient for
in this case the expense of converting the Jailer's pre-

MaDRAS,
August 1862. Inspector General of Jails,
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