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Proceedings of the Madras Government, J udicial Department,
‘ 25th August 1862.

L

No. 256. Read the following letter from A. PURVIS, Esq.,, Magistrate of the Godavery
District; to the Honorable T. PYCROFT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort
Saint George, dated Rajahmundry, 15th August 1862, No.™308.
_ T have the honor with reference to my Telegram of yesterday's date, to submit a report on
the state of affairs in the Rumpa country. .

2. The Goverament are sware that the tract of country, under reference, is situated on a
part of the Northern Frontier of this District. It is very thinly populated, wild, and
mmountainous, and the climats, during most part of the year, unhealthy. It formed part of the
old Kottapille Taluk which, under the new territoria! arrangement of the District, was included

_ under Rajahmundry, with a Sub-Magistrate, however, resident not tar from the Rumpa border-

.~ 8. The country is ostensibly ia charge of a Munsufdar Ram Bhupaty. He pays no reve-
nus to Government, bat the conditions of his holding the country are that he should koep the
peace iu it, and prevent the inhabitants of it committing depredations on the low country. A
former holder of the country died in 1838, when the country was nominally taken under the
management of the Court of Wards. When the present Munsufdar attained bis majority the
subject was brought under the consideration of Government aud they directed the restoration
of the country under the conditions on which it had previously been held.

4. Rum Bhupaty has, however, never, I believe I may say, been able to eXercise any real

: . authority over several of the Muttadars, and
. B.—Tha ooantry is wab divided into & sarber of Muttes.  disputes and complaints by the Munsufdar
co ‘ against several of the Muttadars of non-pay-

ment of his demands and general resistance to his authority, have been frequent. Attenipts have
been, from time to lime, made to settle matters amicably but with but little success.. The
Munsufdar is a son of a concubine of the former Munsufdar, and has not, as it was hoped when

~ put in possession he might be, been successful in securing the respect of the Muttadars. He

has unfortonately long had as his chief adviser a2 man to whom the Muttadars generally lfﬂl}."
very inimical, and whom they accuse of getting up falso charges againat them. The Mun-
sufdar has never resided in the country siuce it was made over to him.

5. Some littte time ago two murders were committed in the Rumpa country. The r
of those murdered laid their complaint before the Sub-Magistrate and warrants were, in due

elatives

- course, issued for their approhension.” The Constables charged with them were prevented eater->

ing the country to executo them. Shortly afterwaids a body of the Rumpa peopie headed, it is
believed, by some of the Mattadars most inimical to the Munsufdar, plundered a village belong-
ing to another Muttadar in the Rumpa coantry and & few days afterwards the same party attack-
ed and plundered one of the 6 villages in the plsius which are held by thegMunsuldar.

6. It then became necessary to vindicate the law and endeavour to effect the apprehension of
the parties charged with the murders, and the principals in the pluudering of the villages above
named. It was useless to apply to the Munsufdar. He has clearly no authority whatever aver
the people of the country or oven means of furnishing aid, I therefore requested the Sup:rinten-
dent of Police to execute the warrants.

7. THis attempt, with the armed reserve, to enter the country, was resisted by armed men
and his parties fired on. He succeeded, however, in penetrating the country and in recovering
some of the cattle stolen from the villages already named, but was not able to effect the appre-
hension of any of the offenders. The want of knowledge of the country and the very difﬁcultl
nature of it present almost insurmountable obstacles to the seizure of the offenders by the Police..
The Superintendent of Police states it to be his opinion that a part of the couniry may be said to
be in arms against the State, but 1 believe it is the Munsufdar and not the Government that the
people are opposed to. As mentioned in my telegram none of the Police. suffered any injury.. ..

8. As it does not appear to me that any object will be attained by further attempts to etfcct
the apprehension of the offenders by proceeding into the country, I have requested the Super-
intendent to dispose the force at his disposal in soch a manner as best to guard the low country
from further depredations, of which however he does not consider there is much risk, and 1 hope
{0-morrow to be able to enter into further dotails as to the position of the Munsuldar aud as to
the best course to be followed in reference to the rtate of affa’rs repoited.
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9. The Superintendent of Police recommends that rewards should be offered for th.e appreT %L x‘ - ]

 hension of the principal offefers, and I agreo with him in thinking that such an offer might have - \ ) ; C m Ij Q—M

a good effect, and I therefore request the suthority of Government to offer rewards as follows :— - ’ q t 2 a’/

; Bundapille Pundu Dora... .. ... Rupees 500 ‘ ¥ L‘ ’ [ ' :
~ Korla Rejareddi... ... o ..o, 800 1 | . ¢ 5 |
Vaducur Mullureddi... ... ... ... s 300 ' WC / :
- Punda Chellegadu... e 200 ' é : ]
i " Punda Pundadu... SN e 200 : ) i
E Carum Pandu Dors...’ sea  eee gy 300 . o : {
] | Nellur Gungareddi... ... .. , 200 | S : ) i
] ' Punda Butchegadu... .. e 3 200 - ‘ P / @A J ]ﬁ ’ . a :
4 ',‘ — = o \ z 5 o ; ZJ zaa &0 .
. No. 257. O=rpER THEREON, 25th August 1862, No, 1,383, ' : g | i
‘ The Governor in Council authorizes the Magistrate of the Godavery District to offer re- ' ) { y j‘ 2 ! ‘ J !

wards amounuting altogether to (Rupees 2,200) two thousand two hundred Rupees, for the cap- o ‘ 4
ture of the eight offenders named in the last paragraph of his letter. . \ % ‘
' 2. A copy of Mr. Purvis’ letter will be furnished to the Revenue Department, : - : j - M 3
‘ » (Signed) T. PYCROFT, : - . ;r‘ . 4
. . Chicf Secretary. ) : ! ! Iy, 0 a L
Lt : o \;
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