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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
923rd August 1862. | s
e e T T e
No.245.  Read the following Proceedingl of the Sudder Court, dated 6th August 186%

No. 96. .

Read Proceedings of Government, dated 13th June 1862, requesting the Sudder Court to
call wpon the Session Judge of Coimbatore to state, (1) his reasons for not holding Seasions
pefore the 7th July; (2) the pumber of persons awaiting trial on the 5th May and I6th Juoe
respectively ; and (3) the number of days he was absent from Coimbatore during the twelve
months prior to the 5th of last May. :

Read slso Proceedings of Government, dated 29th July 1862, requesting the Sudder
Court to express an opinion on the sufficiency or otherwise of the explanation given by the
Session Judge on the above points.

1. On the first point the Session Judge states that the notice he published in the District
Gazette, fixing the first Segsion after the adjournment for the 7th July, was in sccordance
with the Rules of Practice made and issued by the Sudder Court ; that being the first Monday in
the month : but explains that, on his own respousibility, he commenced criminal business at
Qotacamund earlier, and completed the trial of all except three cases prior to that date.

€. On the second point he reports that the number of persons awaiting trial was, 29 at
Coimbatore, and 3 at Ootacamurd, on the 5th of May; and 65 at Coimbatore and 7 at Qotaca-
mund, on the 16th June. The Session Judge explains that, after disposing of all the cases at
Coimbatore ready for hearing on the 28th of April, he proceeded on that date to Ootacamund
for the trial of a case which had been committed some time previously ; but that the com-
mittal of another case, while he was at Ootacamund, prevented him from returning to Coimba-
tore before the date fixed for the adjournment.

3. On the third point the Session Judge observes that he was absent from Coimbatore
during the interval between the adjournment in 1861, and that in the current yean altogether
95 days, viz., on sctual Session duty at Ootacarmund 54, going and returning 30, on short

leave 11.

4. The only remark whicn it oocurs to the Judges 10 make in regard o the Session Judge's

explanation on the first poiut, is that the arrangemeonts preacribed by the Sudder Court were of

an experimental nature, and that it might have been advisable to have fixed the commencement
of the adjournment for the 3rd Monday in May. Thus, the regular Sessions miglit have been
held on the 1lst Monday, snd there would have been time before the adjournment for the
trial of all committed cases; and the interval between the termination of such Sessions and
the commencement of the Sessions in July, would Lave been little more than six weeks.

5. The Session Judge's explanation on the second point seems to the Judges to be
satisfactory, though it is to be regretted that from the peculiar situation in which he was
placed he was prevented from clearing the criminal 4le at Coimbatore before the Court
adjourned. If the Judges could have anticipated that there might have been cascs pending on
the 5th May, they would have modified their notice respecting the adjournment of the Courts,
80 a8 to have allowed of all such cases being decided before the Courts were closed.

6. lu reference to the information afforded by the Session Judge on the third point, the
Judges think it might be advisable to have fixed periods of the year for the Seesions at Ootsca-
mund, as the Magistrates would then be able to require prosecutors and witnesses, and defen-

dants admitted to bail, to be in attendance on & particular date ; and no time would be lost in -

amembling the parties on the opening of the Sessions. The requirements of the Act would be
fully wet if Sessions were held on the 3rd Monday of every second month. . It is not certain,
however, that by this arrangement the Session Judge's absence from the Zillah station would
be much shortenge- Supposing the Seasions at Qotscamund to occapy & week on each occasion,
forty-two days would be consumed during the six Sessions of the year, which would be only
twelve days less than the time the Session Judge was engaged during the year under consideration.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) C. F. CHAMIER,
To the Cbief Secralary to Governmant, Regutrar.
(with the Session Judge's letter, dated 141k July 1862.)
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