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No. 113 Itead the fullowing letter from J. FRASLR, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Nurth
Arcot: 16 J. D. SIM, lisq., Secretary to Government, Judicial Department, Fort Saiut
George, dated Chittoor, 13th June 1862, No. 27.

1 have the honor to forward, for the consideration and Orders of Gavernment, copies of cor-
respondence that has passed between Mr. Rohde, Inspector Grencral of Prisons and myzelf, on
the subject of convict labor in the town of Lhittor, and truss that Govermmnent willtike a differ-
ent view of the matter from that held by Mr. Rohda,

Q. The Inspector Geueral is in error, if Jie supposcs that T a<k fer convict lubor to build
side drains in, or cleanse any but the main stree:s of the town, wheve large gangs cdn work col-
lectively, and with the posaibility of being efficiont’y vverlooked.

3. There are certainly larzer towns in this District than Chitteor but save at Veilore, there
are not, and caunot, be any prisoners available for waut of properlock-ups. The Tuspector Gene-
1al would seem to argue, that because a Zifla town is a smmall one, or the only one ina District
that could benefit by convicet lubor, it should not do so when its larger or more important neigh-
bours ure utterly precluded by distance, aud other caures, frem paituking these benctits. 1 ccr-
winty fail 1o sce the force of such argument.

4. The Government are aware what & complete failure the stiempt has been to introduce

Municipal action in the Mofussil ; and without it, or something analogous improvements. such
as the building of side drains in the sireets of a larze town, are impossible.  The locai fucd
derived from [Load-cesswas certainly not meant for this purpuse; and without funds, and a mani-
fest disinclination on the part of the people to contribute them voluntarily, such improvemenis |
myst be left alane if convict labor ia natemploved. If the prisoners are watched as they might,
and ought to be, I do not see how Jail discipline, as we s=e it, can suffer.
5. The main strects of Chittoor are now swept by the people themselves. What I eom.
plain of is the want of stons or brick side drains, and the absence of the means of cleansing these,
1 presume that the Inspector Gereral will allow, that a man may fairly make a covered drain
f-om his house into the open one at the side of the sireet he lives in, in order that the water used
for cwtinary and other purposcs, and rain fall, may escape. Who are to make these side drains
such that they will carry off what is canveyed into them, if the inhabitants of the town will not
do so voluntarily, as in the present case they will not?

G. The argument that * hundreds of towns, and among them many of the mast important
in the country, receive no aid from convict labor,” is quite beside the case in point. They huve
wot reccived it Iniherto simply because it was not available; convi being asa rule kept at the
station where the Juil is, ard Judge resides himsclf. My experic( o is confined chiefly to the
Northern Circars but [ certain'y never saw any town there that “&L properly kopt, as regavds
i sanisery condition, whether witl, or without the aid of convict labor.

Procesidings of the Inspector General of Jails under date the 13th April 15862, Nv. 21¢
Yead the following letter from J. FRASER, Esq., Acting Magistrate of North Arcot; to J.
ROHDE, Eeq , [nspector General of Prisons, dated Chittoor, 8th April 1662, No. 113.
1. 1 have the hansr to inform you that cn the 4thinstant, 1 sent the Acting Sessions Judge
Lere a letter, copy of which acd of his reply I beg to furward for your consideration,

2. 1 beg to state that | never contemplated the cleansing of back yards by the prisoners,
nor even the sweeping of the streets as aruic. But I do corsider that the cleansing of street
side drains, into which those from houses are led, and the building and repair of the furmer by
prisoncry, is a legitimate object on wlhich to employ them, and on which they may be employed
in large gangs and without detriment to discipline, if proper rules be properly enforced. Were
such a thing as municipal action possible in up-country towns, I would endeavour to intraduce it
bere and patiently await its deveiopment. But you are doubtless aware how signally the attempt
to organize Municipal associations under Act XX VI of 1850 has failed every where, for I do
not consider those that exist at Salem and Vizagrpatam to be successes in the true sense of the
word : 1 know that at Vizagapysvm to be mainly supported by an influential resident Native
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proprictor ; and at Sulemn | Lelieve much the same sort of influence has conduced to the conti-
nuance of the association there.  The efforts to introduce one at Vellore a much more important
town than Chittoor failed years ago, and there 13 no better ehance of success now.

3.0 Docters Colving Smith and Arnold date and present Acting Zillah Surgenns here have
prominently hrought to my natice the fHthy state of the side drainsin the town streets, and [ havo
verilied their statements from personal observations,  In one street in particular n low fever is
cndewie, owing 1 believe to tho state of the dratns there which is paticularly bal. T hase uo
means of ciearing these, of repairing them, or huildiug new ones save by the aid of the prisoners ;
and though diseipiine is doubsiess a most twportant eonsideration in the employment of convicts,
I think the public heaith is paramount, aud that discipline might and should be wade to fitinto
proper arrangenient for preserving it.

4. T therefore trust that you will authorize the Acting Sessions Judge to comply with my
request. . We can together, I have no doubt, arrange to employ the convicts 50 as not tu inteefere
with their discipline, i e, if the guards are only properly vigilant.

1

5. T may state that at Mangalore [ had during the time I was there, (from April 1860 to
October 18G1,) a gang of convicts ubout 30 in number always at my dispusal for street cleansing
aperations ; and [ never heard of discipline having suffered in consequence. I had the same at
Cudduapah up to the date of my quitting the district (March 19th 1560 and with & similur
result,

{True Copr.)

iSigned) J. FRASER,
Aetivg Macistrate,

Onner.—The Inspector General of Jails has long been of opinion that the practice of
empluying convicts, indiscriminately, in cleansing the drains, or as scavengers, in towns, is
inconsistent with the exercise of proper discipline in a Jail. It is impossible to preclude pri-
soners, 8o employed, from intercourse with the towns’ people and others, especially if the pri-
soners are employed in the bye lanes and alleys, where it is mmpossible to keep them in large
gangs under proper surveillance ; the building of drains in towns is unavoidably attended with
similar results. It is true that at the Zillah Stations prisoners have been very often so employed,
and this without regard to the Juil rules; but it roust be remembered that the Zillah Station town
is but ove and often but a small one, in comparison with others in the district, and that a whole
community ought not to sutler by the want of discipline in a prison, for the sole purpose of
iudulging the population of a single town, with impunity in negligent and filthy habits. There
13, no doubt, considerable difficulty in introducing Municipul regul
Regulations, but the practice of combining to keep the town clea

~ those towns which have Mubicipal institutions. At Vizagapatawn (one of the places referred to -
by the Magistrate) long before the introduction of Municipal regulations, prisoners to cleanse |
the town were refused, and it was poinoted out to the Joint Mazistrate, who made the application,
that it was in his power to check the practices by which the town was made filthy, and that if
convicts were employed as requested it would only induce a perseveru:
the public streets the receptacle for all kiuds of refuse; the piisoner
for one day but it was only in returning to every man's door what had
Police arrangements soon effected a reform. In Rajahmundry,
clean by sweepers voluntarily employed by the occupants of the h
among them many of the most important in the country,
to the best of the Inspector General's belief the practice
cleansing of towns is generally discontinued with great ad

ations as contemplated by the
n i3 by no means confined to

ice in tlie practice of making
8 were it is true employed
been thrown from it, proper
for years, the bazar was kept
ouses ; bundreds of towns and
receive no aid from convict labor, and
of giving convicts for the eweeping and
vantage to the discipline of the Jails.
If the Government at any time sanctjon the employment of prisoners
such relaxation in discipline and such reduction of guards
period of his sentence, in the position of a pressed labou

on public works with
as would place the conyict, in the last
rer. »he public conveniencs might be
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considered paramount, but while the convict remains in Jail his employment in works of utility
must be regarded as of zecondary consideration.
QoTracamMuND, OFFICE oF INSPECTOR

{Signed) J. ROIIDE,
(JENERAL OF Jaivrs, '

Inspector General of Juils,
(True Copy.)

(Signed) J. FRASER,
' Acting Magistrale.
No. 114. ORpER THEREON, 14th July 1862, No. 1,106.

The Governor in Council considers that the objections urged by the Inspector General of
Jails against the employment of Prisonersin cleansing and repairing the side drains in the streets
of the town, as proposed by the Acting Magistrate, are well founded.

2. There can be no doubt that by perseverance and attention, the Magistrate can induce

~o

the inhabitants of the town to keep the drains in proper order.

(Signed) A.J. ARBUTHXOT,
Acting Chief Secretury.

Exd. P. Cartledge,
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