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Read the foilowing papers :- -

No. 79, From D, F. CA RMICHAEL, Esq., Azent to the Governoe, Vizagapatam ; to A. J.
ARBUTIINOT, Esq., Acting ("hiefSecrctary to Gavernent, Fort Saint George, dated
3rd June 1862, No. 151,

[ have the honor ty forward to (ruvernment a petition, wiiich has been handed to me for that
purpose, from the Merchants, Traders and residents of the tawny ol Bimlipitam.”

2. Adverting to the increasing imvortance of the town and to certain inconveniences which
they are now put to, the Petitioners pray for a Residont Mugistrate, possessing full powers.

3. T am of opinion that the applicants somewhat overrate tle imporcance of Birlipatam.
Tt is an excellent roadstead, and for some years past European enterprise has fostered a brisk
trade 1o oil seeds and jaggery for export to the French and English markets. This trade, the
petition remarky, is three tirnes thit of Vizagapatam, the Hend Quarters of the District: but on
the other hand the popalation of Vizazapatam is far greater (26,000 against 5,000 by the census
of 1836] and in puint of socixl advancement, there is no compArison between the two places,

4. Premising thus much, I willingly concede that Bunlipatam has exceedingly good claims
of its own, but luvking to the size of the District, I do not ses wy way to a fairer allocation of
the superior Maygistracy than the present one, which ia as (ollows :—

G vernor's Agent and Magistrate of the 1)i<tsint «von. Yizagapatam.
I’ riond. pdi Assistant.,....,...... Nursipatam. _
Senior Assistant. .. ... e Vizianaprun, to be shortly moved to

) Setacagraw,
Junior Assistant.... ............ Jeypore.,

5. Busides, it occurs to remark, that. while asking for a Magistrate, the wants indicated in
paragraph £ of the petition, can be remedied ooly by the establishment of a tribunal of Cipil
Justice. Theae wantsno doubt exist, and in a thriving commercial town must be highly incon-
venizut. [ would beg to propose that a District Munsif's Court be established at Bimlipatam,
th(Yusc to be met in the mauner stated in paragraph 5 of my separate letter of this date,
No. 183.

To the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saiat George, Madras, dated Bimlipatam, 19:h May
1862. -

The petition of the undersigned Merchants, Traders asl residents ol the town of Bimli-
patam very respectfully showeth,

1. That the population and commercial importance of Bimlipatam are on the increase, and
that it is most essential to the welfare of the inhabitants that a gentleman possessing full Magis-
terizl authority be appointed to reside in it.

2. That at the present momasat if any one of your Petitioners has:gp geta document attested,,
or bring a civil suit, or enter an action for
breach of contract, he has to travel a distance®
, of 16 miles; and when it is conaidered that the
trade of the town according to the official returas of the year 18G0-61 amounted to Rupees
24,10,820, your Petitioners feel confident their wishes will be complied with.

® Moaaning to Viraguoatam.
DL FC

3. That at Vizagapatam, the trade re-

t Thisis an error, Mr- Longley is in from Nursipatam just  turns for the same period shewed Rupees
f iug to & family svent. L v A i A

v, owing (Sv;:{._»d) D. ¥ CARMICIIAFI, 6,41,086 only ; yet Vizagapatam is made the

<sting dgems, Head Quarters not only of the Collector but

of bis Principal Assistantt.
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ngistrate be appointed to reside in Bimlipatam @

it M
. Your Petitioners therefore pray thata ! P lipataw
X and that Government may tuke it Lo 1ls

before Guvernmeut,

that their petition nay be laid
Jiest possible date.

gracious consideration at the ear

5. And your Detitioners asin duty bound will ever pray. -
b Ay (Signed) GEORGE RIPLEY,.
(» ) R ASHTON,
Commander S. 8. Mowl/mein
ard 55 others,

D. F. CARMICHAEL, Esq. Acting Agent to the Guvernor, Vizagapatam ;

No. 80. From Fort Saint

to A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Esq., Acting Chiet Sccretary to Government,
George, dated 3rd June 1562, No. 1538.
Cautioned by the state of things in the Subordinate Court at this place, 1 tu(?k. an early
rge of my present Office, tv enquire into the condition of the

epportunity, after assuming cha
o ’ to say that it is as bad us can be. [ take the last two

Judicial work of this Agency. I regret
years, and 1 find the fullowing result.

—
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And it iz not from the want of a suflicient Subordinate Judicial Establishment, for we have an

enormous one, costing with the Criminal side more than 1,000 Rupees a month; nor, on the other
hand, from any prolixity of procedure, forin original suits the Record consisis of the Judge's
notes only, and in appeals, it is competent for the J udge, without summoning the Respondent, to
disruiss the same, if he see no ground to alter the decision, with a simple endorsement on the

petition of appeal, that it has been so dismissced.

s

in the Presidency, the Sudder Court require & monthly Return of progress. This Return, it it,

be not, as 1 have latcly shown that it is not, thorouyghly searching, is at least a great check. And,
in revising in 1860* the Agency Rules for Civil

® Registrar to Goversment, 13th Juiy 1860, No. 64 Justice, the XX VIIIth Rule was enacted by
the Sudder Court as follows: ¢ The Agent
¢ «ill submit to the Sudder Court half yearly statements of the pumber of causes filed, avd dis-_
« posed of by himself and his Assistants and the Moonsifs, prcpared in such form as may be by ,
' them prescribed.” Unhappily, this latter clausc has been lost sight of in the Registrar's Office, -
and we go on with our o'd annual accounts, made up in the first month of every year, as befure.
3. 1 have adverted only to the rate of progress. 1f it be asked hiow our files stand ut pre-
sent, 1 beg to state that o the files of the Agent and Lis Assisiants, there are 545 original suits,
204 appeal suits, and 513 extra cases; these last, involving claims to attached projerty and .
atters of that nature, often proving a8 tedious as an original suit iteelf.  The three Moonsitls.
are also heavily burthened. Each las on an average 1,530 suita on Lis file, and 720 extra cascs.

4. And besides all this, when it is remembered that the wild and troublesome territory of
the Jeypore Raji, measuring somc 8,000 square miles, lias just been added to the juriadiction of
‘the Governor's Agent, it ig obvious that, with this additional charge oun his hands, things must go

on from bad to worse. Whether the Judicial functions of this Agency have Leretafore buen dis-
charged with all possible diligence may be a question, but that one mau can no longer perform
the duties of Collector, Magistrate, Civil and Sessions Judye in this overgrown province, I hum-

bly conceive admits of no question, And 1 Leg to submit the fuliowing pro] ceal accordingly.

2. The fact is that there is an almost total wantof supervision. From every other tiibunsl

S ’nmm-.—....& -
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5. Let the countty on this side of the Ghauts, comprising the Zamindiris of Bobili aund
Vizianagrum and the Palcondsh Fstate, now, and fur many years past, leased to the Firm of
Arbuthinot and Co., be made over tothe Regular Courts, inboth Civil and Criminal matters.  The

Judicial Establishment would be the present
t Oma ia at Viziamagrnm, ons at Wallddi in the Videnagrum  Agency Moonsiilst three in numnber, the pre-

Zomindiri ; and tha 3rd wt Sitanagrum near Bobilis .. . .

sent Sub-Court, end the Civil and Sessions
Court of Chicacole. 1 would beg also for a fourth Moonsiff’s Court at Bimlipatam, in reference
to u petition from the residents of that thriving sea port, which 1 this day submit in a scparate
cover. The cost of this and perhaps also of an additional Court or two, would readily be met
by the reductions of which the Agency Establishment would, unler these circumstances, be sus-
ceptible. If the Government approve generally of this scheme, I waould sugpest that the Civil
Judge of Chicacole and the Principal Sudr Amin of Vizagaputam be formed with myself inte a
Committee, to report at an early date on all matters of detail.

6. Shorn of the dimensions above apecified, the Vizagapatam Agcncy would cousist of the
Hill Zemindaris of the District, including the forteited Hill estate of Golyondah.  And the Agent
should Le directed to visit every catate yearly, and to repurt his having done s0. For many
years both before and after the Establishment of the Agency in 1539, un Annual Report on the
Hiil Truc:s was rcquired from the Agent. This has becn allowed to faill into desuetude, bur, |
gubmit, with doubtful policy, for the Agent shoald be by ull means stimulated to visit those 1m-
portant portions of his District. I would press for the revival of the ol order, or at Jeast that
au aunual tour of the Hills may be erjoined aud enforced.

7. For a change in the limits of the Agency, the previous sanction of the Governor Ge-
peral in Council is required (Vide Act XX1V of 1832) In conclusion, I would respeetTuily
point out that, from the very first. an awjwostatiol’ Wak Lunilaenlly expresscd, by the Commus-
sioner deputed by Governmeat to the Northern Circars for the suppression of the disorders

which preceded the establishment of  the

Last narezraph of Mr. Ruasull's report, dated 1 8th November Agency * that a goud and vigoruus adminis~
1534, on the dizturbmnoss of the Visympstam Zillah,

Printed Selecticns. “ tration for a few yesrs will bring all closes

“into habits of order and obedicnce to the
 laws.” Of the three divisions which it is now propused to restore to the regular adminisiras
tion, the Chief of Palcondah alone took part in any seditious movements. When the insurgents
were put down, the Zemindari was declared for ever forfuited, and, as I eaid before, it is now
and has been for the last sixteen years, rented by Government to a great Mudras fiem. The
spear and the sword have literally been turned into reaping koives for the suyar cane. Nor
are the estates of Vizianagrum and Bobili less advanced.  Last year from this District we cx-
ported no less than 33 lacs of agricultural produce.  1n 1839, the year the Agency was establish-
ed, we exported 11 lacs only. It is this happy development of commerce, no Jess than the
“ good and vigorous administeation,” which the Special Commissioner tooked forward to, that
enables me now to recommend that the tramunels of the * Patriarchal system” shouid be removed
from a portion of this province. The remoter and less civilized tracts of country may sill, pro-
bably for many years, be left with advantage ander © Non Reguiation.™

No. 81. Orper THExEON, 9th July 15862, No. 1,055,

The Acting Agentin Vizagspatam who has recently assumed charge of that office Lds
brought 1o notice in his letter of the 3rd ultimo, No. 183 the state of the Civil file of the Agency
which be shows to be in a most unsatistactory conditivn. Ia the yesr 1561, the number of
original suits disposed of by the Agent and his Assistants was only 17, and the number of
appeals 38, while on the files of the Agent and his Assistants there are now pending 55 original
suits, 200 appeal suits, and 5438 extra caves; *these lust involviog claims to attached property
and matters of that nature often proving as tedious as an original suit itself.”  Bach of the three
Moonsiffs has on an average 1,650 suits on his file and 720 eatra casos. Alr. Coarmwicihael
attributes this lamentable state of things in a great measure to the want of supervision on the

L . e poar s s
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part of the Suldder Court.  That Court apparently has exercised httle or no sup~rvision aver the
operations of the Agencies.  lo the 25th Scection of the revised rules, sanctioned in INGO, it was
ordered that the Awent should submit to the Sudder Court balf yearly statements of the number
of causes filed and disposed of by himself and his Assistants and the Moonsifls, prepared in snch
form as way be by them preseribed. This latter clause howerer appears to have been aliogether
Jost sight of, and during the period of very nearly two vears which has elapsed since the rules
were sauctiored, nothing whatever has been done by the Sudder Court towards bringing into

operation this important rule,

2. It is obvious that the amount of civil business which davolves upon the Ayrent and lis
Assistants in Vizagapatam would, if it were properly attended to, prove a most serious addition
to their other important duties as Magistrates, Criminal Judges and Oflicers of Revenue.  More-
over the wild and troublesome Hill Tracts helonging to the Zamindary of Jeypore have just Lbeen
brought under the Agent's jurisdiction, and will doubtless entail on him much additional work.

3. ‘The remedy which Mr., Carmichael suggests, is that the whole of the Agency Tracts
below the Ghauts, comprising the Zemindaries of Bobiliand Vizianagram and the Palcondah Estate
e transferred to the jurisdiction of the regular Courts ; the Moonsifts at present emploved under
the Agent being mads subordinate to the Civil Courtat Chicacole, and all the judicial business of
the District both Civil and Criminal excepting in the Hill Tracts, being transacted by that Court
and the Courts subordinate to it, to which for reasons stated in another letter,No. 181, Mr.
Carmichael recommends the addition of a Moonsiff's Court at Bimlipatam, to settle the details
of the scheme, he proposes the appointment of a Committee consisting of the Civil and Sessious
Judge of Chicacole, the Principal Sudder Ameen at Vizagapatam and himself,

L. The Governor in Council concurs with Mr. Carmichael as to the urgent necessity which
exists for placing the judicial administration of the Agcuc, Teanre an a more afisient faotine, and
aprecs with him generaliy an to the nature of the remedy which should beapplicd.  The reasons
which in 1839 were considered to render it necessary that in these tracts the functions of Judyes,
as we | as those of Magistrate and Collector should be united in a single officer, have lonyg since
ceased to exist in those parts of the District, which are situated below the Ghauta. The habits
of the pevple in no way differ from those of the inhabitants of other lowland Districts of the
Telugu country. Order has beeu fully restored, cultivation has increased, commerce has becn
Jargely developed, education is gradually extending, and with thiy improved state of civilization
have come its natural accompaniments;—a large increase of litigation and the necessity fora
more rcgular system of judicial administration and for fixed local judicatories.

5. Although it is probable that the present stare of the Agent’s file is in some measure
atiributable to remissness on the part of Mr. Carmichael’s predecessors and to want of supervi-
sion on the part of the Sudder Court, it is clear that the Agent's duties are more than one man
can get through, and that the time has come for relieving him of judicial work in all but the I1°1l
tracts of his District,

6. In the latter tracts the people are still comparatively uncivilized and it is still necessary
that they should be dealt with by a more summary mude of procedure than would be compatible
with their being placed under the regular Courts.  In the Hill Tracts of Jeypore the introduc-
tion of the new Police is the first attempt that has yet been made by the Governiment to exercise
anything like a close rule over the inhabitanta of those tracts; and under present circumstances
te place thew under the regular Courts would be a hazurdous and uowise experiment,

7. The Governor in Council approves of Mr. Carmichael’s suggestion that the dctuils of the
srrangement which he has proposed should be considered by a Committee ; but he thinks it
desirable that a similar chunge should be made in the District of Ganjam, aud thut there also the
judicial administration in ail but the LLill Tracts should be transferred to the regular Courts,

Mr. Forbes, it is observed® is in faver of this

® Lettor dated 2ot Juce 1842, No. 2. measure,  In order to carry it out, it will be
. necessary that the Chicacole Court should be

removed to Berhampore and that a new Civil and Sessions Court should be established at Viza-

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
9th July 1862, ¢ -

gapatam. The expense may be met by abolishing one of the two Courts of this grade now in
operation in the Kistna District, in both of which, the work, it is observed is comparatively light.
The present Subordinate Court at Vizagapatam will not be required in addition to a Civil and
Sessions Court and in its stead two Small Cause Courts might be established under Officers on
salaries of Rupees 700 per ‘mensem, one of which Courts in the event of the Masulipatam Civil
and Sessions Court being retained might be located at Guntoor, the Judges being invested under
Act X1I of 18G1 with the powers of a Principal Sudder Ameen and Magistrate.

8. The Sudder Court will be requested to give their opinion on the measures suggested in
.the preceding paragraph, and the Civil and Session Judge of Chicacole with the Agents in Gan-
Jam and Vizagapatam will form themeelves into a Committee and furnish Government with the
details of the arrangements they would propose for placing the lowland tracts of their respective
Agencies under the regular Courts. They will meet at Chicacole, and will furnish their report
with as little delay as possible, accompanying it by a list of the tracts to be transferred to the
Courts in each District, in order that the sanction of the Government of India may be obtained
under Section VIII, Act XX1V of 1839. They will, if necessary, consult the Principal Sudr
Ameen of Vizagapatam and any others of the subordinate Judicial or Agency Officers whose

-advice may be deemed useful. It is possible that in adjusting the territorial jurisdiction of the

District Moonsiffs’ Courts it may be found desirable that some of them should comprise Taluqs
belonging to both Districts.

(Signed) A.J. ARBUTHNOT,
Acting Chief Secretary.

Kxd. F, Cartledge.
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