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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
24th January 1861.
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No. 182, Read the following letter from Messrs, R. C. LEPAGE and Co., Calcutta, to the
Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated November 1860.

We beg to call the attention of His Honor the Governor of Madras, to the translation by
WMessrs, Roer and Montrion of the text of Hindu Law (Yajnuvalkya) published by us, and to
solicit his patronage of the work ; upon the ground of its great importance to the administration
and knowledge of the law. The Mitakshasee is notoriously the current authority for the laws of
the Hindoos in the Provinces of Bengal where the Mithilee School prevails in the North West
Provinees and i the entire Peninsula of India; but the Mitakshasee itself is but a comment upon
the Dhurma Sastra of Yajnuvalkya now first edited and made known and explained by Messrs.
Roer and Montrion. Of these gentlemen it is perhaps sufficient to observe that Dr. Roer is of
European repute as a Sanskrit scholar, and was for long Editor of the Sanskrit portion of the
Bibliothica Indica published by the Asiatic Society of Bengal. Mr. Montrion is a well known
advocate of long experience in the Indian Courts, ‘who has of late years devoted himself almost
exclusively to the study and practice of the laws peculiar to the Mofussil, and is, and has been
for some years Professor of Law and Jurisprudence in the Presidency College.

There is no Court where the Hindu Law at all is administered or is matter of enguiry, no
sehool where Hindu Law or comparative Jurisprudence is taught in which this work ought not
(we venture to think) to be a necessary and permanent aid and authority in conjunction with the
well known Menu of Sir W. Jones, which in accuracy of translation and practical atility would
be by competent judges deemed inferior to the present pubiication inasmuch as Sir W. Jounes was
a student (not a ripe scholar in Sanskrit) when he published Menu ; and some exrors of transla-
tion are pointed out by Dr. Roer in their notes. The price of the work to non-subseribers is

Rupees 10. 1f Government patronage be accorded to an extent sufficient to indemnify the Pro-
prietors, they will furnish a reprint of the edition at Rupees 5 per copy.

No. 133.

ORDER THEREON, 24th January 1861, No. 98. »
Ordered that a copy of the work referred to in the above letter, which has since been obtained

Hindu Law and Judicature from the Dharma L e 2 publ;shers, he forwarded to the Sudder
Shastra of Yajnavalkya. Court. The Judges are requested to state

; . whether they require any, and if so, how many
copies, for their own use, and for distribution among the Mofussil Courts.

(Signed) T, PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary,

Exd. F. Cartledge.
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