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Judicial,
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following letter from the Chief Engineer :—

R&‘Foﬁl with referonos to Orders Nos. 269, 847, 549 and 859,
dated

e aud 21st Fobruary, 18th March, and 29th April o
1561, on the repairs exmouted to the Juil sad Cfm}(Here enter 8th May 1861, No. 280.)

Buildings st Trangasber, o the District of Tanjore.

OmpEr THEREON, Z5th July 1861, No. 1,383,
1. In their Proceedings in the Judicial Department, dated 15th September 1860,
e No. 1,191,* Government sanctioned an estimate of Rupees 3,000
* P. W. D, 3 idem, No. 1,073. for edapting certain buildings aod the Citadel at Tranquebar
. to judicial purposes, as Court Houses and Jails, and ordered
the work to be commenced at once, so as to admit of the Courts being opened on

13t October 1860.
2. Onthe22nd January 1861, the Judge, Mr. R. G. Clarke,

N}:;m;“yf;ﬁ%ow 5tb  reported on the buildings intended for Jail purposes, and
remarked that the umsatisfactory style of the repairs, as well as

the very great inconvenience caused by the delay in completing them, * had been repeatedly”
‘ , brought by him to the District Engineer's notice.. On the
Todichl NW 13t Mach  gth January following, the Inspector General of Jails forwarded
' a report on these buildings, complaining of delay in the work

and the.iuoiﬁcient character of the repairs. On the latter point, he wrote, « [ trust the Government
« will insist on the whole cost being re-paid by the Officer who

Paragraph 3. « gxecuted these repairs; the whole work is scamped; some
“ ' ¢ new wood, very little, has been put in; the tiles are now falling
s down, the reepers being g'enerally rotten; there is much of the rest of the roof in the same

AN 3 e state.” Again, * much of the other work required was left
« undone, and, as I have already said, what was done, was done
« badly ; the roof repaired in the autumn was rotten, the floors
« where new, were badly laid ; und the delay seems endless.”
3. On the 22nd April last, Mr. Rohde forwarded o letter
J“;‘g“;w'”m April186l, from the Session Judge on the same subject, adding, * seven
T ¢ months have now been occupied in doing badly what should
« have been done well in seven weeks.” The Judge, in his
+ Dated 158 April 1881, No. 210- lettert to Mr. Rohde says, “ you had an opportunity of observ-
« ing the style in which the repairs to the Jail were being executed. Since then but little more
¢ has been done, and that little is far from satisfactory work ;" and finally, he urges that  some
« competent Superintendeﬁt be located at Tranquebar” till all the work be done.
4. Thus there were two distinct complainty, viz., excessive delay, and bad work ; the

Chief 'Engineer now forwards two reports from the District Engineer, Captain Oakes, on the

subject. -

5. Asregards the delay, the explanation is that the work was hurriedly undertaken
during the monsoon ; that the Public Works Department could not in consequence provide
the necessary materials so as to be independent of extraneous aid ; that many chsnges were
made during the progress of the work at the instance of the Judge; that scientific labor is
extremely difficult to procure at Tranquebar ; and that the Overseer in charge allowed himself
to be placed in the awkward position of having two masters to serve, viz., the Judge and
Engineer. As regards bad work, the District Engineer eays that with the exception of the
flooring of one room, he has * no fault to find with the repairs executed.”

6. There seems to be no doubt but that considerable delay did occur in the excecution
of these works, allowance being made for the circuwstances under which they were undertaken.
The Chief Engineer gives no opinion as to the sufficiency or otherwise of the reasons assigned
by the District Engineer, but he blames Mr. Hayes, the Overseer in charge, more, however, for
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an error of judgment than any thing olse. There seem to have been two other Officers,

Lieutenants Hunter and Whish, in the range, so that there could have been no want of local . ) f
superintendence; and every thing considered, the time occupied in the work seems to have .'1;
been much greater than under proper arrangements it should have been.

7. As regards the bad work, the Government are not in a position to decide, and they are

not sstisfied with Captain Oakes’ explanation. Mr. Rohde’s complaints are specific, and Captain

;  Oakes will be desired to visit Tranquebar as soon as possible and report distinctly on each item - ]

' objected to by Mr. Rohde and the Judge. : o i

i 8. In perusing the correspondence before them, the attention of Government has been -

attracted to a letter from Lieutenant Hunter, the First Assistavt District Engineer, to the

Session Judge, dated 30th March 1861, No. 657, which the Chief Engineer has not noticed. 4
In this letter, Lieutenant Hunter informs the Judge that it has been reported to him that the
Jsilor had interfered with his work people, and that he has therefore ¢ directed ths
_stoppage of all work wntil explamation is gqfforded.”” The Judge's reply shows the little
foundation there was for the report; but even had it been otherwise, Lieutenant Htunter's

couduct cannot be too severely commented upon. His business was to see the work
done, not to stopit; and if he had any idea that undue interference was being exercised with
his work people, he should have vi.sited the spot immediately, made proper inquiry, and settlsd
the matter at ouce, without writing to the Judgs, which he was not justified in doing. The
Chief Engineer will warn his Officers that they must work in harmony with other Departments,

and he will reprimand Lieutenant Hunter for his conduct in the matter, and admonish him not to -
act so improperly again,

[

8. Tho rest of the Chief Engineer's letter referring to a small excess over the estimate of .
Rupees 134, requires no orders at present.

(True Extract.) / ' 0
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To the Chief Engineer.
» Judicial Department. ‘
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