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PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel W, 1. BIRDWOOD, Deputy Chief Engi-
neer, in charge of Central Office of Public Works, to J. D, SIM, Eaq., Secrotary to
Government, dated Chepauk, 5th June 1861, No. 1,276 :— ' ‘

Sig,
1. In the letters noted in the margin, from the District Engineer Tanjore, which I have

from " , datad 44h Aprl 1881, No. 10, the honor to forward herewith, that

1 Lotier . .

1 Do. #o District Enginoes, deted 1ok A}}Jﬂ 1861, No, 13,038, Qﬂlcer suggests tha'u some n[?eclﬁc instroe.
1 Do. from do., dated 23rd April 1861, No. 440, tions should be issued with respect to
1 Do. to do., dated 11th May 1861, No. 436, the authority that ig empowered to
1 Do. from do., dated 16th May 1861, No, 24. dispose of the debris of dismantled works,

that being still an open question, as will be seen from the two following cases.

#. The Civil Judge of Negapatam declined to allow the Department of Public Works
to take away the debris of some pillars of a building on the eastern face of the citadel at
Tranquebar, which had been converted into a Jail. The debris was inuch needed for the groyne
works, for which materials cannot easily be procured in the immediate neighbourhood ; but as
the same was wanted by the Civil Judgs for the formation of pathways round the Jail, he objected
to its appropriation for the former work, though the District Eogineer waa prepared to givo
credit to the Jail works for it, and as much material as could be required for the pathways might
bave been procured without cost within the Fort of Tranquebar and Prisuners employed in
conveying it to the spot where it was needed. .

8. Again, the materixls of the dismantled buildings in the Fort of Tanjore have been
either disposed of by the Collector or appropriated for various urposes, Under the impression
that these materials would be available, provision was not mus)e for them in the estimates for
the Sirja Mabél, &c., but the proceeding of the Collector will necessitate the purchase of new
materials, and probably cause an excess over the estimates,

4. In my opinion, whenever a building is once made over to this Department for repairs,
by the Head of any other Department, the Dietrict Engineer alone is responsible for making
the best arrangements he can for the dispusal of the old materials, whether they conasist of debris,
condemned rafters, or auy thing else, so long of burse as he gives credit for the same to the
work whence they have been taken, and the Head of the Department which uses the building
should have no power whatever to interfere in any way, or to touch the materials, new or old,
80 long as the building remains in the hands of the Executive. '

5. If Government conour in the views here expressed, 1 will circulate the same for the
information of all the Officers of the Department,

: Oxpxr THEREON, 19th July 1861, No, 1,842
1. The questions raised in ths correspondence submitted with this letter, are :—

I. Are unoccupied or abandoned buildings under the custody of the Public Works
Department, or that of the Department to whom they originally belonged ?

IT.  Where buildings or other structures bave been thrown down or repaired by the
Public Works Department, who are the proper parties to appropriate or dispuse of the debrig
or old materials ? :

: ITI. As a corollary to the above, ought not the materials to be disposed of to th

possible public advantage ; and who is to be the judge of what is that best ur:lovantnge ? © best
2. The first question has been correctly answered by the Central Office, to th

unoceupied buildjngn are under the charge of the Dopar{ment to which fhe::y belzneg:ﬁ:ict- t‘}:]a;

that Department is answerable and must take measures for the exre of the buildings, and obtain

the orders of .Governmemk for their disposal when no longer required, . ) ;
8. As to the second uestion, the Public Works Department is the De yriment ta

. . ! . partment to
8ppropriate or disposs of ol& materials, and credit for th
iy Plopriste or » Or the value or sale proceeds must appear
- 4. Thirdly, the old material of buildings under repair, &ec., in the De ment Publi ks,
thould be disposed of to the best advantage; and the Distriot Engineeﬁ:r:ubjectlzo e G
Engineer’s cuntrol, is the proper party to decide to what is the Lest way of disposing of them.

(True Extract.) #
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Stﬂllary to Government,

To the Chief Engineer, '
» Board of Revenue, y ] .
”» 'Judicial Dcp.r(_mon't,} for mformatwﬁ. .

Exd. s. T, Auguatin,
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