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" No.176.  Read the following :—
COIMBATORE.
12th Aprii 1861
1. 1 visited the prison at this place ou the afternoon of the 10th together with the Seasions

Judge, the District Engineer and the Assistant Superintendent of Police, and agaiu on the morn-
ing of the 11th with Mr. Renton the Zillah Surgeon. '

Building.—The Building is literally hardly fit to support itself ; a poor insane womun has
nearly shaken down the outer wall of two cells in which she has been kept; the decay observable
in many buildings near the sea or on saltpetre ¢oils, is undermining the walls and the whole place
is 80 insecure that I have very little doubt but that a hearty combined push would send any part
of the old building to the ground ; it never had any pretensions to bo called a good building and
the surpiise should be, as with sevoral other prisons, that it bas stood so long. : S

2. In December 1855 I remarked that it bad been proposed to expend 11,500 Rupees on .
this miserable and unhealthy place, which expense 1 had stopped : it has since done its duty for
five years, whether it will stand for thres more must depend on the forbearance of the inmates
. and some necessary repairs.

3. I believe that from seven to ten thousand Rupees might atill be obtained for the build- s
. _ ing and its site, if therefore the Goverpment
Probable expense of a mew prison. " can spare 12,000 Rupees more it is probable
g that the outer walls, worksheds, hospital and
entrance of a prison worthy of the name and fit for immediate use might be built, to be hereafter
perfected by the erection of the cells,

4. The immediate saving in the guarding of the prison would be about 4,000 Rupees a
yesr. ‘The moral effect, wlen prisoners were confined within walls, would justify.a proportionate
reduction of the sentencet, which would be represented by a further reduction of expense. The
removal of the prisoners from the present uohealthy locality would not only reduce the diet,
which has for some years boen maintained far above the stundard to counteract the ill effect of
the prison atmosphere, but the bad moral effects of this prison feasting would be removed.

5. The convict labor would perhaps not be available for l‘)rickmniingrJ there being no good
“clay near the prison, but the expenses of building might be greatly reduced by the employment
of prisoners for all unskilled laber required on the spot.

6. I am told that rough stone in mortar here costs only 2 Rupees per cubic yard, it is very
desirable to use stone instead of brick for the foundation and basement, or perhaps it may be
used with economy to & height of 4 feet from the ground. The soil here for foundations is
excellent and | yard eube would be ample for thess ; about 3,500 yards of stone, or brick wall, :
15 feetabove the ground and costing, including the value of Priwngr'l labor, about 7,000 Rupees,
wauld therefore provide a good outer wall of 800 yards cirjcumfereneo ; four superficial yards of
roof would suffice for every convict for lodging till the cells were bailt and this, with the parti-
tion walls, would not cost more than 10,000 Rupees more : 3,000 Rupees would cover eXpenses
of all that was otherwise indispensable and thus for Rupees 20,000 a prison for 400 prisoners, in
association, jn six classes, will be provided, the building being capeble of improvement hereafter
without a sacrifice of any money in that most expensive of all works, s temporary expedient. Of
this 20,000 Rupees, 7,000 perhaps will be immediately recovered by sale of the old prison, 4,000
Rupees annually will be saved in guards and establishment, and I can certainly promise & farther
saving of Rupees 1,000 ib diet, thus in three years the whole expense will be covered.

7. If this suggestion is not acted on 1 can only say that a large sum of money must be

». utterly wasted in patching the old, insulficient,
Ezxpense of the retention of the old building. insecure, ill arranged, unhealthy prison, and that

- : ’ the Government must be content to allow the
- continuance of the present unnecessary and excessive outlay of 5,000 Rupees a year.
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" o beneficial manlt from yarying the dist of those afficted with

¥ 11. It was brought to my notice that the pres;ent Jailor Mr.

Probeeding.é qf the Madras Govérnment, Judicial Deparlmenl, '
20th June 1861.

8.

R S T

) Engineer receives the utmost aid that convict
Concict labor available,

* extent to which this labor is available i reduci
i, circumstances, I need only refer to the Trichinopoly Jail

constructed by Major Lawford.
9, Immediately,

the repair of the Jail hospital verandah roof ;
the erection of a cistern for the convict Washer-

) _ men in the outer Jajl enclosure, to avoid tho"
necessity for detaching convicts and Poljce men in small parties contrary to the rules ; the erec-

tion of a small house for the Jailor, which will, at any time, sell for its full value ; the filling up
of the decayed walls of the wards i the re-building of so much as was shaken by the insane
s patient ; the socuring of some of the window bars by rails, notcbed to hold them, and securely .

nailed together and to the old frame i the securing the door of the under trial yard in a similar:
way ; the coal tarring of the urinals and of the floor and wall near them, and the providing of two -

~ iron swing gates (to be hereafter removed to the new Jail) botween the convict prison and the
debtors and houspital eourts. ‘

 Necersary and emergent repairs,

fr

Sma— e

10.  Since I last visited this Jail, three female wards bave been added to it ; theyareall I

could desire except that the bars are rivetted
! New Warda, ‘ , over separate washers, which may be burned

; out, instead of overa continuous iron plate.
i ishas gi the old female ward for commi . : L

i. Thishas given up the old fem € ward lor committed prisoners who can now be kept distinct
‘. from the convicta. ’

e ron

Hyland had to pay, since the
increased demand for amall houses suited to

Europcans at the station, 12 Rupees for his:
‘ house for the rent of which the Government at

my request sanctioned 7 Rupees monthly ; T desired that till a house could be built, the full ;
rent should bs charged in the Contingent Bill. |

Rent of the Jailor’s house, insufficient.

. 12. Tcome time since sanctioned the making up of furniture for the Jailor'’s bouse by the
convicts, the furnitare to remain the property
of Government.

+

Furniture,

13. The messing system being jn use in thix prison and inconvenience and loss arising from '
’ the use of earthen pots, I promised to sanction '
the cost of metal boilers in substitution for.
those of clay.
14. The diet of the prison had been changed consequent on my remarks in 1855-56, but .
B : the great expense of it had repeatedly called
for my notice, I had lately spoken with Dr.

Renton on the subject and found that that he had ,
on going into the matter very fully this morn- .
ing he admitted that he could not perceive any ;
material improvement in the beulth of the pri-:

Requisition for metal Cooking Pots,

Didt.
reduced the extra diet from 4 to 8 issues o week,

* Dr. Porteons, at the endnf 1849 remarkesd, T have fonnd

N ; ! h

" diarrhora, mor do 1 commider that by tutroducing luxaries that  0ners® conscquent on the gencral hxgh. feeding,

. wny advantago would accrue, sa when thowe articles and rice . . ked was far in excess s
~ myr very generally mpplied to the Prieoners, the discase was  Which, a8 be justly remar

o of &3 frequent occarrence.  To mseonnt thernfore for the pre. of what any of the pn'soners could have been."

- valenee of dinrrhoew in this Jail, it e my opinion that it is pot
y  cvnneoted with the quality of the food sapplined.”

accustomed to ; it was then agreed that this,a:
extra dict should, in the case of the prisoners in °

: health, be at once reduced to two jasues during the week; that in the case of prisoners who did |

. hotreceive meat, the ghee, hitherto substituted for it at 2} oz. for each meal should be reduced

. . the”
o 1oz, ; that Jjaggery to the extent of 2 oz. should be substituted at least oncc @ weeh for tl s

AN AR G
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If the Government think fit to uhdemke this work, I will take care that the District

labor ean afford both on the ground and in hig -
own workshop which joins the Juil. For the,
ng the cost of Jail building nnder favorable :

a few inexpensive repairs which I pointed out, must be undertaken ; namely, .
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presant issue of mutton or ghee ; that the issue of mest to committed prisoners in health should
be discontinued and that the grain &llowance in their case should be reduced to 55 Rupees
weight of cholum, the latter step being in a moral point called for, lest prisoners releassd on
trial, ahould be led to form too favorable an impression of their residence in the Jail.

15. There were at the time of my visit nine cases in hospital, none of them serious, but

\ - amopg them several cases of guinee worm, a
complaint that seems to have somewhat incressed
of late years in this prison. At Bellary where
the sub-soil is very similar I thought I had
checked the disease by the construction of a
large filter, through which, as I supposed all

Disease.

JaiL HospitaL AT CoIMBATORE.

Adwmissions from Dracunculus.

‘ ‘ .| water used for food, pawsed. I was however
. 1 somewhat put ont of conceit of my contrivance
’E ~"§3-; N -5{ by finding, some time afterwards, the pri-
E_a -E T >'~§ ‘*ag %tg,’g 3! soners drawing from the side into which the
=3 /
'g A t5‘€3<.£‘517‘§_5 water first fowed, *
o1 4 2 5 0 ‘JY 1l 0 0. 0‘ 013
a3s.,. .. .joil 42 Si 0 0 10 0 1
18387... o2 g f 9 31 g; (1)1 11:) g.;ﬂ'.
135... q1 427 olov]‘n‘o' Hu o
1839... die o 11 330‘0'8‘0 1
1840... L I:alz'o'ol(lwdiifoool’
1841... | of wier ot hal o apifo ol o] 2
1542... A v oo 1y albo 0.0
1813... Jors 13t ]‘»8 o 0 8 0 0%,
b, 1o 341 :75 1o, 0‘ ol 0. 010}
1845... o 3 5l s 48 0‘ 0‘ ‘)' 9[ 11022
e " Ay szl oao iz
1847 ... ) Pafz oz 02 0000 1w
1818, HER 1aorg e (l’}d 2
1. .. )0 10908 41 0000 2l
1830... 207191 0 1)1 “ 0 23
1451 ... 0 47 46 3, 4{ 44, 713 1,4._
1R82. . |3 421086 a0 ! ;: 3443
1853... ]]7'6'8"a]ooo’i;—z§|
1854... l:oahtaolo»oq (o1
1805... 0343166'3[2]-” 5 1m .
1856... S 2al7 36 30 1%
7 323/ 4 431333033
Hedliy 3l 2 31073 ol 1,010 0 22
1858... ..3‘_’ ] ;00#1‘353
1859... N TR $ 1iasy
1860 )1/ 5161810, 313 4 3 3 i 0 .
R IR T l ‘ | l
1861... | | J l ! i -—Ju

; i ay 1st, 1860 — April 1861,) there have been 2] deaths, of
16. . During the passing year (May lst, \rhichps were from chiclors which apmars
the prison in October last and prevailed ti]]
December ; of the remaining deaths 2 were of
fevar, 7 of diarthaes, 2 of anasarca and atropliy, 1 from disease of the chest ; fr?m ol_d age and 1
from accident. 1t should however be remarked that three of these deaths were in prisoners sent
in from the gang at Paulghat.

17, Of four prisoners sent back from Ooctacamund with dysentery or diarrheea, not one
bad any s¥ymptom of discase on arrival at this

DPrisencrs transferred as sick frm Qotacamund. place.

Mortality.

¥ -

18. It is satisfactory to observe that since the open drain which flowed from the hospital
privy through the debtors yard has been
Improvements in kealth of debtors consequent 0w arched over there bhas been no sickness among
closing of & drain. this class, though previously it had been

: o unusually great.

19.  Of insane paticnts the poor insane woman who is constantly raving must be immedi-
: ately transferred to the Asylum—~she is no

~ better then she was when I saw ber a year ago ;
two males committed as_dangeroue lunatics,

Insane patients and prisoner.
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v continued, as is generally the case with Persons of their class, under restraint as regards drugs,
t‘ﬂ

tolerably quiet and well conduacted ; the third male ig confined for life,
though acquitted as a lupatic. '

R0. There are nowin Jail 364 Prisoners in gl

o Detail of prisoners in Juil, ‘ 66 by the Criminal Court, and 14 by the
E ‘ Magistracy ; 4 prisoners held to security by the

Court and 11 by the Magistrate, 8 debtors and 26 Committed ; of the committed prisopers
~ 1 had been in Jail sinco December, his prosecutor having failed to attend.

21.  The employment of the couvicts wag,

On public road, - - - 168

Employment of Prisoners. The Police buildings, - - + 59

The Prison garden, . - - &

) In cleaning Cholum, . - - 31

As Cooks, - - - - 18

. Toties, - ~ - - 9

, Hospital attendants, . - - 3
Sweepers (aged and infirm,) - - 12
Washermen, - - < 6

B Carpentry and Smiths, - - - 8
: Basket making - - - 6

22. The demand for Coyar matting not being steady, the manufacture is only maintained

a3 orders come in; during the year, G52 Rupees
worth have been made to order, giving a profit

of Rupees 422.12-6. If this material were.

~ maade upin pieces of various lengths and of width varying from 2§ to 6 feet, it is probable the
- sales would be equal to the out-turn, !

23,

Manujactures.

In regard to the system of supply which has prevailed for many years in this Jail and
which iy clearly influenced by false returns of
prices current, furnished by the Revenue De.
partment, I observed, in 1855, that the “nerrick”
furnished to the Officer in charge of the Jail way

: purposely maintained 25 per cent. above the
Mr. Roupell, then the Sessions Judge in charge, engaged to reform this and

me of the practice from papers prepared for me by the Sessions Judge and
ies, as faras [ am yet able to ascertajn it. * o

¥
y Supply of Jood, frands in.

See ‘Report, Coimbaiore, paragraph 7.

* trus market rates,

- from my own enquir ;
K 2% I should preniiso that cholum has been for many years the grain ordinarily issued to

: Prisoners 1n this Jail, that new cholum is considered less wholesome than that which has been’
¢ cut for some months, and that in our best cholum districts we always give the preference to that .
. grain which is stacked with the sheaves, but, that here the practice seems to be to cut off the
;' heads, instead of reaping tho straw with the grain on, here too I ain (old they have no cholum .
* of thekinds we know as Pedda Jonna, Putsa Jonna, &e.all of which are five months on the ground -
" and that the best grain known here is the garden (irrigated) cholum and what we call Gidda Jonna
" which are three months, erops and which are considered in the rorth of inferior quality, bat be the -
- description what jt may there is always a trifling difference, perhaps one measure in the rupee,
_between the grain for a month or two after it is cut aud the old cholum which remains : cholum,
“unlike paddy, raghee, and other grains is injured by keeping in large quantities and is rarely 0
stored, this renders the prisons using it very dependant on the fluctuations of the market,

from '
rates, at last [

5. L had been struck by the high price of cholum as charged in the contingent bills
‘{Coimbatore, but my enquiries were met by quotations from the * nerrick”

atmployed a merchant of Qotacamund to ascertain from his correspondents in Coimbutore the .

having committeq murder

» including 11 females, bamely, 1 Jifo .
Prisoner, 229 convicted by the Sessions Court, :

R - TR

A g —

e

‘ .y - . — e

P Tt S

"

s I

SO NN T,

R i

T Tl e

“ Nerricks” as recogmized officially.
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price at which I could procure cholum ; the reply showed a difference of 7 measures per rupee

" greater than the prics charged in the Jail coutingent bill, I warned the Sessions Judge of this,

and on his enquiry the difference was quoted at 4} moasures ; on furth.er enquiry he foux?d that
the Thasildar, on whom he had been dependant for the price current, with referenc? to which the
Jail contracts had been made, had returned the price of old t:,hol.um at an arbitrary nto. of
6 measures in the rupee above the vrdinary prices for c'holum, this dlﬂ'erence,.therefore, assuming
13} moasures per rupoe to have been a correct quotation, would have en.r.uled on“tbe (;o;.ell.»:.
ment purchaser a loss of nearly 44} Rupees for every bu.udred RuPea pald.. Ina };ro ability
the grain furnished to the Jail is superior to that ordmun.ly found in the market, aud‘ or rea:on;
which I shull mention in recounting the arrangements since 1855, the loss bad during severa

years been reduced to a comparatively small amount.

o icks” or price current, as now used, I understand a bona fide state-
~ #6. By the term * neni d ment made by the Collector of the selling prices
of grain, prepared chiefly as a check on the Com-
missariat, under the Orders of Government of

the 28th May and Iat July 1830, and which it is evident from the detailed instructions given for -

its preparations, as g :oted in the Board of Revenue Circular of .the Ist July .1850, lbou]d. be a
mo:)t rgl?nble document, indeed itsis on this return that the ordinary expenditare for grain by

" Government is regulated and the claims for compensation by sepoys in case of rice exceeding a

certain rate, I suppose, justified. 1 cannot

Eaculpation of the officer in charge of the Jail under these cfircumstanc.u blau.Je a0 oﬂic_:er in

Jor being misled by the official price current.  charge of a Jail for placing relmnco. on it and

Jor 7 y : making his contracts for supply accordingly, and

I ﬁn‘d that the present Scasions Judge, Mr. Ward, in Oct.oba?r 1857, in‘ two letters, particularly

called- the Collector’s attention to the prices as returned to him, and which he stated he suspectf:d
to be inaccurste.

27. In the absence of any reply by the Collactor to the Sessions Judge’s recent enquiry

i i facts before me. I mentioned to Coopoo Row the
I nly give the particulars from the ‘ ‘ b
Dfu:;t; C{)lléectol' in charge, in conversation with whom and the Court Shemhta‘dnr, I had, in
185}; ascertained that false “ nerricks” were maintained, the points on which I wanted
* . 4
information. '

i > ice for cholum supplied to the Jail greatly in
| 28 {6 appears that previous fo 1830, Pnec:ce- of the ordinaﬁ'l; rate had been maintained
under sauction of the price current. It does
not appear what led to the change, but in
October of that year, the present Collector seems to have directed that the price current should
shew a fixed difference in the prices of new and old cholum of 6 mfaasures for th.e Rupee. - Th‘e
rapid rise in the quoted price of old over new cholum comwenced in 184§. previous to 'wlnch it
had rarely exceeded 10 per cent..and was generally far less ; during this year the difference

‘History of prices paid by the Jail.

rapidly rose from £ and 3 to 13and 14 measures in the Rupee, that is in November and December ,

old cholum being quoted at 40 measures for the Rupee, only 27 and 26 were lupp{md to the Jail.
About the same difference was maintained throughout the year 1819 ; in January 1850, new cholum
being quoted at 44 measures for the Rupee, the difference was quoted at 18 measures and‘nev.er
fell to less than 10. In October 1850, the order fixing the dlfference. of rate at 6 measures is said
to have been issued and the quotations are so continued with no matarial c'altemtlon till Jun'e 1854 ;
one Vencatarow then succeeded as Thasildar, and seems to have IUBHTEJBJ'I!)’ red}:ced the difference
in the return to 4 measures, at which, with few exceptions, it.was’mamtamed till the end of 185‘5.
In 1856, it was again, (Vencatarow being I believe dead) raised to 6 measures, but whether in
consequence of my remark to Mr. Roupell or from ot.hor causes, it fell in }v;iarch to 1 measure ;
in May and June (months by the way in which there is no new cholum‘!’)‘lt Tose to 5' measures
ﬁnd in July to 6, at which rate with trivial exceptions it has since been maintained, without the
slightest regard to actual prices,

3
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29. 1In the last nerrick namah (price curreut) reference is made to a ** Takeed"” of the
8th Ooctober 1850 as regulating the price, '

30. I have before slluded to Mr. Ward's letters to the Collector, in October 1857, as calling
his attention to the price current quotatious; to the first of these Mr. Thomas replied promising

" attention and requesting information as to the items particularly teferrcd to, when Mr. Ward

instanced * old cholum” and other specified products.

31. I cannot find from either Coopoo Row or Bashkail Naidoo, from whom it was that 1
derived the information quoted io my first report, what foundation there was for the statement

. that the price of condiment was enhanced by a price list rendered 20 per cent. above the true

[

rates ; but from that hour to this the accuracy of my assertion was never questioned and
Mr. Roupell, admitting its accuracy, invited tenders, which, I may remark, have been made at

" rates below the price currents, and to these 1 shall now refer.

82. On the 21st January 1856 tenders were received for the supply of the Juil, and one Kistne

_ Chetty, who seems to have monopolised the supply since 18538, tendered to furnish, for one year.

. cholum at 3 measurcs in the Rupee beyond the rates returned in the nerrick, or should other tender

be received, to give } measure in thc Rupee more than any other competitor ; be further offered &t

supply rice aud other articles at 1} measure for the Rupee beyend the quoted prices ; this tender
was accepted. o :

33. o February 1857 the same contractor engaged to supply cholum at 4} measures in the
Rupee beyond quoted rates, this being } measure in excess of the tender of Ranasawmy Naick,
whose tender was otherwise the lowest. Other articles were to be supplied at 1} mcasures per
Rupee beyond the quoted rates.

84. In October 1857, grain heing quoted at 7 measures per Rupee for old cholum, Mr. Ward,

- then in charge of the Juil, called Mr. Thomas’ attention to the high rates of quotation and requested
~ his attention to the returns ; on the 12th October the Collector replied ¢nquiring the particu-

lar items objected to and promising to attend to the matter; Mr. Ward replied to this letter on
tire 21st October, but it does not appear that any chauge was made though, from what I could
gather, some enquiry was made. '

35. On the 28th May 1838, the same contractor obtained the supply (under the provision by
which he engaged to give } measure more than others) at 5} measures of cholum per - Rupeo
beyond the quoted rates and at 1} measures per Rupee in excess of the nerrick for salt, dholl, &e.

36. In Junec 1859, there being no competition, the same contractor was allowed to supply
at 2 measures per Rupes in excess of the quoted rates, and the same terins were accepted for
1860-61. ‘ .

37. Onthe st March 1861,the Thasildar in making his return stated that the true selling rate
was 13} measures for the Rupee, but, that the nerrick rate was 74 measures; so that in fact, if the
selling price was really at 13} measures, the Juil received 9 5 @r, in other words, the Government
has received nearly 50 por cent. less for its moncy than it ought to bave got.

38. It was no doubt a great mistake to allow a person tendering to secure the contract by a

- clause providing for his giving } more than the amount of any other teuder, and it was objection-

able to make a contract at rates depending on the returns of the Revenue Officials ; there can

- however Le little doubt that many interests were engaged in maintaining this system and that

influence was used to prevent any other, indeed it is by no means likely that gains so great,
founded on false returns, officially rendered, from mouth to month, were enjoyed by the con-
tractor alone. 1t is true that for one year the falsification of the price current was met by a con«
tract that left a comparative]y‘amall margin for excessive profits, but from 1818 up to 1856, or

. for eight years the liarvest muat have been envrmous,

PR

P, 8.—10th May.

1. By the contingent bill for April I see that we now reccive 154 instead of 9} measuies
of grain for the Rupee, the real price being 1 belicve the samc.

+
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: No. 80. Coigsatore Corrrcron’s Orricr,
om E. B.THOMAY, Faq, Colleetor of Coimbatore ;to
8. N. WARD, Faq., Scwion Julge of Coimbatore,

: dated Ootacumund, 94th Aprl 1861,

With reference to your letter of the 5th Tostunt, No. 39, I
va the honor 0 inform yoa that the Order dutad 8th October

B0, No. 28, referrod to, was imeoad ot 2 timé when there waa

somiderable differencs between the pricm of eld and new
slum ; and to prevent confusion and ondue ooet st the Jail,
averiga was strock, aml & rate fxad—that difference s sow
ioh lam, and the marict rates ure tho best to abide by w
} Tuhsildur has beon drly instrocted.

v (Troe Copy.)

H (Signwl) - 8. N. WALRD,

t Scosinn Judge.

0 Dopoty [uspector Genernl W. G. DAVIDSON, Santhem

Itivieion ; to tho Secretary to the Principal Inspector

I Gonora) Mdical Departorent, dated Cousbatore, 19th
| Apmil 1861,

have the bowor to report fur the infurmation of the Prina-

< Liwpustor Uenerol, that J inspeoted the Juil wnd Civil Dis-

wary ot Coinlatore on the 10th Inant. 1 forward with

} the luspection Roport of the Dinpeumry in the printed

Fhe roat efect in this Jail, and in ol} other, i doficiont
Stilation; this 1 stato, ws my coulicm] conviciion, ufter long
i caretul olervation of prisovers in our Jails.  The Htats is
forn) tornrds Owr, aw to foud ;and thar work s not too
ach for mon umlerzoing punishment, but we witbbold Yrom
pin sufficiency of the pure air of haven, which costs pothiug,
d tlee mortality is very nouwsmully great, 1 finnly believe, in
pe-qnence,  Abnndant openings in their ajmrtuents aro what
wanted 3 and tho usikiog of which meed cause no wreaf ent-
?- 1i' Ivels air wuro cousiantly Huowing through their werds
making nusier s ojuninge near the yround, on wlhiah they

, wrd tho unmber in asch apartmeot not great, the wmor-

y wonld, 1o canvi k), sooan bovome losa,

1 to the Jail of Coimlatem, the openings in the Lack wall
ithe Ilowpital wre much too high lving I feet from the
wnad on which (vr ou cots) the mok copricta el other

ingw 3 or 3 et (roo the pronnd shocl] be mude. The
E“«\l‘:‘aen raimite b fes wa the level of the Boor, pot lerce
wauh to adnit a Aoguer at present thew, must bo of very
}e s 3 the plate of iron, in whish the mivut: boles are made,

11 be eptirely remored aisd one opening of sooe €20 80
E:» Tho sorue remark applics bo the auall ward aljciniog,
prirmally wed 4o a bospital, the high openings being noch
bigrh ad the minnie low onee, near the grmud, uxdurly
M1 nnd this remark sppeans to apply ta the sinufe low
minge in a1l tho wards. Jn No. 28 wurd there are 10 Gpen-
in the bask wall ; fonr windowa shonid be wade it Tn
20 ward, therm whenld he toro mwore windows madle, in the

wall. Ko, 21 ward is badly ventilaial; more wiilows

14 bo made.
Eﬂ\v are thren convict colls for wornep and mly one door to

5o otber opuning, feurral | eevers! windows ehonkd bo
fle in cacl.
;.). 23 wird badly ventilated, no ouenings iun the back
; winl, thin ix the cuso with wards Noa. 23, 24, 25, 4, 3,
0,19, 10, 9, 8, & 7, to ull which dowsn wards tle stine
‘:lrk applion,
e three Civil Deltors’ cwlln have sl oaly one opefing, and
F'u tho door. At present this i of ligle c;)anuomx- us they
accrw, when they please, Lo the sdjoinioy snll Conrt
uro pot eontiued to their orlla ; bt these thre colls ooy
wl yet for eoutining eonviet prizoucrr, and then weuld be
iy inpropier, as thers would Lo o aocess in their cuwe Lo
pon Courrt abloved,
e mortality of this Jail is ahout tho saine as that of
inopoly, aboat & per cenl,, which is vry onnecesarly
L Thore are bérred doors in this Juil fortnoately, though
s boen hitlerto gmite vwohe apier maiuyw cfarts to eet
mitiguton for té Trwhiagpuly warls, the dours tiwre
made of wolil plonkd
Teomtant Auw of sir throorh the wnrls, and 8 srcaller
ol prisouers dn owel, will, 1 am comivedd, remove the
brinm of the prsent mortality tro var Jails, to whick 1
4§ enroemtly salicd ewpecinl attmiion.
| ; “Trne Copv.” :
. (Rig<l) W. G. DAVIDSON,
f . Insp. . lrond.
' Sx, Do,
J. ROVIDE, Faq.,
with W. (1. Davinsox's Campis.
Aixa (oTTscE, Cooncon, 2ith Apni 18el.

St .

*) 2. I annex a copy of the Collector’s explanation relative to the entry in.the price current

of an assumed rate ; thete can be no doubt as |
bave shewn that the fraud for two years preced-
ing the order was enormous, but whether the
summary remedy applied was either right or
expedient is a matter which is not within my
cognizance.

- -

3. In closing this rcport I would respcct-’t

fully solicit the consideration of Government
to the suggestions I bave made for providing &
proper prison without any cost to the State, I
feel assured that | have not over-estimated the
edvantages and I would remind the Govern-

ment that every year will, as the prosperity of

the country increases, render the object more
difficult of attainment. Want is now too often
the incentive to crime, but when once pros-
perity induces the formation of predatory classes
their rapid strides will render all hope of check

by fear of punishment hopeless. To be effec--

tual, the machinery for inducing that fear should
be in operation before the incentive to crime
prevails, which ever is first applied will gain the
day.

Since visiting the prison I bave received
from the Deputy Inspector General Medical
Department, Southern Division, his notes oo a

recent visit to this prison, in which several of its

defects are noticed, the small aperturcs in the

cast iron ventilating bricks and want of suffi-

cjent ventilation in some of the wards, &c. I

much fear however that the building is too bad
to be meddled with in the way of making more

openings in the walls, the ventilation has been

greatly improved since 1 first visited the Jail,
and I think that in most of the wards the open-
iug of more windows and enlarging the ventila-
tors below, would, at this altitude (1,400 feet
above the sea) make the rooms too cold. 1 bave
alr;eady given free roof ventilation by remaving
the wmats under the tiles, cast iron veutilating
bricks are placed ou the level of the floor, the

shutters to the windows have been removed.

and converted into shiades to the windows, the
nichta are always cool in Coimbatore and for

nine months in the year cold.

(Signed) J. ROUDE,
Luspector General of Juils.

1

Prisoxs OFFICE, '

“QOTACAMUND,
11¢s May 1861,
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No. 17%. Orper TuEREON, 25th June 1861, No. 817.

[ 4

The Inspector General of Jails reports on the Prison at Coimbatore, visited by him on the
10th and 11th April last. -

2. In paragraphs 1 to 8, he notices the insecuse and generally ruinous atate of the build-

ing, and makes suggestions for the gradua] construe-

~ Also paragraphs 3 and 4 of Postscript.  tion of a new prison.

The Government cannot allow

any expenditure at present for building new Jails at

Coimbatore or elsewhere Mr. Rohde will, therefore, direct the execution of the minor repairs
reforred to in paragraph 9 of his report, under the authority vested in him in paragraph 3, Extract
Minutes Consultation 220d May 1855, No. 380. Estimates exceeding the limit of Rupees 500

for works in connection with the Jail, will receive due consideration on bein

g submitted in the
usual way.

3. Under the circumstances repreiented in paragraph 11, house rent for the Jailer at the
rate of (12) twelve Rupees may be pased in the Jail Contingent Bill, until a suitable building is
completed for his use, provided that the Inspector General can compensate for the additional
charge—Rupees 5 per mensem—by some equivalent reduction in the General Jail estimate as now
sanctioned and as entered in the budget eatimate, but not otheriwise. This condition is indispen-
uble under the late Orders of the Government of India. The furniture, it is observed, will be

o made up by Conrvicts. The Government sanction the cost of the necessary
material, as also the substitution of metal boilers for those of clay.

4 Mr. Rohde desires the removal of an insane woman, “who is
constantly raving,” to the Lunatic Asylum. ‘The Principal Inspector

General, Mcdical Department, will ucertam whether there is accommoda-
" tion available for her there.

Paragraph 13.

Paragraph 19.

[ 4

» 5 From paragraphs 5 to the end of the report, it
seoms that for many years past the grain and condiments
for the prisoners in the Jail have been supplied at rates

greatly in excess of the real market pricos—and that the
nerick or price current furnished by the Collector for the guidance of the Sessions Judge has

been, purposely it is said, maintained greatly above the true bazaar rates. The Sessions Judge
will submit to Government in reference to Mr. Rohde’s remarks full explanation on the system
pursued for provisioning the Jail since he has been in charge of jit—the prices at which supplies
have been furnished, and the means taken to ensure their fairness. The Collector will also be

called on through the Revenue Dopartment for explanation on the alleged falsification of the
nenck

Paragraphs 23 ad finem.
" 1 and 2 of Postscript.

4

(Sigoed) T, PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
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