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No. 139. Read the following Despatch from the Right Honorable Sir C. WOOD, Bart,,
Secrotary of State for India; to His Excellency the Honorable the Governor in Council,

Fort Saint George, dated London, 16th May 1861, No. 17,

L J

- . , Judicial

Your Public letter dated 8th March 1861, transmitting a petition from certain inhabitants

. of the Town of Madras, complaining of interference on the part of your Government with their

; peculiar rights and privileges has been laid before me in Council. :

' g. The terms of the petition are very general, but I gather from it that the Petiticners
oomplain chiefly of the (GGovernment not interfering to check the proceedings of Missionaries and

certain Editors of Newspapers, who are charged by the Petitioners with attacking them in matters
of religion and caste. |

3. 1o such statements as thoee contained in the petition, I fail to perceive any real ground
of complaint against the Government; which the Petitioners must be well aware has no connec-
tion with Missionaries and Editors of Newspapers, who occupy no official position.

4. Inregard to the case ailuded to in the concluding part of the petition, I refer you to my

Despatch No. 8 of the 23rd March last.

No. 140. Oxpea Tasazow, 19th June 1861, No. 791.
A copy of paragraphs £ @ 4 of the foregoing Despatch will be furnished to W. Shunmoogum °
?{oudelly, T. Narasimmooloo and others, in reference to their petition of 1st February 1861.
2 Ttis observed that the Magistrate of Madura was on the &h ultimo, directed to com-
‘municate to the Inhabitants of Aroopoocottah the decision passed upon their Megorial by the
Secretary of State for India in his Despatch of the 23rd March 1861.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chisf Secretary.
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PROCEEDINGS of the MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
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