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e e Bead the fo\lowmg papcrs‘— s
b6 " No 155 From A. PURVIS an., Mlgutmte of the Godnvery Drstrict, toT PYCROFT,Esq.,
B Chlef Seereury to Govemment, Fort Samt George, d_sted Cocamda, 9th Apnl 1861. For

No. 107. ST L LT L g
T have the honor to report for the 1nformnhon e.nd orders of "Gnvcmmeni ‘a cbcgﬁﬁné ’
whieh took placa on the night of the %tb ultun “in’ the Cantonment of Sama]cott.e.h resnltmg
*.in the death of an mdmdnal by pame Fakera, an inhabrtxnt of Vellore, but for the last two or.
threo years in’ ‘ the cmploy, as -a Horse-keeper, of Lrentenant Cunnmghnm, an: Ofﬁeer,ofﬂer
o Mejesty s 28th Reguneut, Madras Nauve Infantry, at present lmtioned at Sumelcott._h

B Tho cucumstances of the case as gtthered £ron1“the proeeedmgs of the Court of Inquest
e Oﬂicer Commandmg”the Station, and. from. the mvestngmon

™

T

._5;;/’1, o o o o

=y

- . - N o N
- —y TN AT o

p—T T

whrch was at once ‘convened by th
‘ 'mbsequent]y held by me, aro a3 follom g : :
R B Licutenant Cnnmngha.m. Lientenant Russel] of the |amo Regment, and Enngn Weston,
also doing duty with the 28th, after spending t the evening. together at the house of the former,”
proceeded to the subles to look at 2 sick horse..” Tbey found the deceased drunL he waos unable |
" to get up, and water was thrown over him by Lleutenant Cunnmgham. Tbe thres Officers then
‘wcnt to see the sick horse and on. their return .to" the place vhere they. bad left’ the deceased,”
" finding hun still drunk, it was det.enmned to take lmn to a pond i in the compound and duck hrm.
‘ "In pursuanco of bis intention, Lleutenant Cunmngham and Ruasell eupportmfv the man between '
' them, tooL him to the tank. - We have only the Btatements of the Officers themSelves as to wlmt
t.hcn took place. for there ‘were no other eye wrtneuea Lleutenant Cunnmgham, before the ’
1‘ Court of Inquest, £ays the deceased released - himself from the slight : hold be, ‘and. chntenant J
" 'Russell, had on him, on appronchmg the water, and lprung mto it, - Lreutenant Russell $ays that
" they qmckened thcir steps down the declivity towards the WM‘-B]’, that decealed struggled away. ﬁ-om
: t.hem nnd tooL two steps into the watcr. Ensign” \Veston, who was. followmg. says that when
o close to the water they; meamng Lreutenant Cunnlngham and Russell, let go. hrs"
geind Deeanied’s. arms and Lbe man sprung. into the water.. The pond had been much’ swollen by
Jae v the heary rain which had’ fnllen on Lhe same af'ternoon, nnd the unfortunate man :
seems to have almo:t immediately sunk and never to bave’nscn agaln. “The t.hree Ofﬁcera,
g oonasthe probably fatal result of their proceedmgs beclrne obvrous to them,” appear to bave :
doné allin‘theit power to save the man but. mthout snceess;;for tho body vras not recovered ull

; elrttlo bcfore noon the followwg day
1- No. L0 4- 1 forward copy of the proceedmg:f ofthe Comt ‘of Inqnest fnrmahed me by

1 No, 2 ,., N, "tbe Officer Commnndmg bamn]cottah and an Abstract* of the cmdence recorded
g Na. : ;before me. 00p1es§ in extenso of the depoaluons in the Engluh langunge and

tumhtrons of thoee in the vernacular, are also mbmxtted.
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: 5 Inm o{ opmron that’ both Llentenmt Cunnmg}ulﬂ ‘and’ Russell |hon1d be broughtto R
trml for the offence of wlnch they have been unque:honably guilty. . There is no reason to believe | —‘ T
" that the ‘unhappy resalt was contemplated by them, but deceased has. certamly met his death . S
_owing to their illegal and wbolly unjustifiable procecdrngs. I believe the man was hurried down
the slops of the pond, and let go when close;to the water into which he naturally fell. ~Ensign® " .-
Weston is the least blamable of the three, and if the 1nw vnll adlmt, he Bhould I ‘think, be exa. -
mlneduawrtness in thecue .
. . G." Thé circumstances humg taken phce mthm the Cantonment at Samnlcottah the. Inquest
- was convcned by the Officer Commandmg the Regiment and Station, without reference, or report = S
bemg made, to the Civil Authorities. I received a communication from Major Doria on the 31st. o
~ultimo telling me what had occurred, and that he had ‘placed the Officers in arrest, ‘and reported’ -
the affair to Division and Army Head Quarters. On hearing from "him sabsequently that the
General of Division had telegnpbcd to him to commumcate with the Civil Authorities, and place
_ matters in theu- hnnde, I lost no time in entenng upon the mvclt.lgauon now ICPOIted. L S
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o 't Praceedmg: Qf the Madraa Gouernmcnt J u(hczal Dcpartmcnt, =
' L L otk April 186L., BT
RO S N A LIRS Vi * :
BRI ' ( Re:o]ved that the a'bove letter and nccompanymg papern be
In ongmal to lu returned. refcrrcd to the Advocate General for his opinion. - :

- g e R R OO (Slgned) T. PYCROFT,
| 17¢I.Jpn1 1301 T K Cluef s.m:ary.,
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‘ No 156. FromJ R.BOYSON Esq GovcrnmeutSohcltor, Madras, toT PYCROI‘T Ilsq,‘
Chlef Secreta.ry to Governmcnt, Mu.dus, dated 22nd Apnl 1861 No. 371, '

5 ; STy ST SRETR Ilmvc tho honor to,
_Dalod 17th Aprzl 1861 No 518 and endorsed on lclter. jrom the aanowledgo the Order of
: Magutrata of ﬂu Godavcry Dutnct to Gotcmmmt of tho Oth idem, Government noted in the
No. 107 IR e margin, and the papors.

)
»-i-v..a‘rf Sho ‘L‘_,‘.;: ‘_

.-1 T

'L S .3 v Y ~ which nccorupnmcd it
»' 2.1 submltted them for the comxderahon of tho Advocatu General, and I now fo:wud &
: c0py of hxs opimon Ve . 0l \ A
] 3. I also’ remm tho Ordcr and plpel‘l abovo acknowledged. :
; 7 L COPY—OPINION | :
: Mr P“’"‘ a M‘gutrate mnst _convict ull threc Officers for Mnmlaughtcr, lcttm,_, thera-

remun out on bxil ull the July Sewom. ©

~ ‘ Lot ‘,7;;_ (ng'ned) THOS. SYDNEY SMYTII .
20:141##1861. PR ,-: Advocatc-qufal-*
T ey
Co (Slgn&d) J. R~ BOYSO“ S
‘t‘\(f‘.. ; ‘Ti, “, :f‘ S _‘x, l".:. N Govcmmnl Saluuw. o

o
LA
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No. 157 Ol.nxn mnmu, 24-th Apnl 1861 No. 555.. i' EEIRE

(
, £
g ' f S . Ordered that 'y copy of the Advocxto General's' opinion, ‘as submitted by the Govemmcnt
. : il o mtor, be commummtbd to Mr Punu, in refcrcnce to his letter of t.he Oth instant, No 107.
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