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Proceedmg: of the Madra: Government, Judicial Department, ] S
‘ B - 22nd Apml 1861. ' :

No.143. - Read the followmg Proceedmgs of Govemment in the Revenue Department, dated
' " 17th April 1861, No. 868, , : o ‘ :
Commnnwatmg ‘the Order passed on a lstter e B : _
. from the Secretary to the Board of Revenue | (Vide Proceedings Revenus Department, dated S
. . subuilting for consideration a Draft Act lo » lath Apnl 1861 Nos. 295 nnd 296) . - :
facd:tata the colhction of the odlaga servamts™ | Do L » e : !
No. 144, T A Orpxr THEREON, 22nd April 1861, No. 542 e T o
S o To be recorded. .. N o
N e ~ (Sigued) T.PYCROFT, |
O o ' ' A CHefS mtar, L
- '.' . . ) . ) . . ‘ M ) . . - . .‘ . :
" Exd, T. O'Connor, E ‘ . .' e S




. . REvENUE DEPARTNENT.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
_ Read the following letter from the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue:—

Submitting for consideration a Draft Act 0)
Jees.

Onpen THEREON, 17th APril.ﬂ.lA,Sgl.’.. ;.\Y.(,’.f SGS :

1. With this letter the Board of Revenuc submit for the approval of Government a
Draft Act for the commutation and collection of the village fees of the Revenue aud Polico
Departments.  The Draft provides for the commutation of fees in villages where they now
exist, and for levying them on individuals who have hitherto evaded payment, but not for

imposing them in villages where not now found. : o

2. The main point in the disc
fees should be continued, their form

ussion, as the Board truly- remark, is whether the existing
only beiﬁg changed, or whether all existing fees should be
abolished, and a single money cess be imposed in lien. The Board admit the advantages of
‘the latter plan; but they think that its ndoptio.n ought to be deferred till the land assesment
shall have becn every where revised, and till it shall have been ascertained what are the existing
emoluments of the village servants, what number of each description is really required, and at
what rate they ought to be paid, with various otl.xer particulars. They theref(?re propose to
commute existing fees now, and to adopt the zimple money cess ata future. time, after the

Revenue Survey and Settlement shall bave been completed.

3. The Government have given careful consideration to this question, and they have .

arrived at a different conc}nsion from the Board. All authorities are agreed as to the necessity of
some decided change in the fees, uuless they are to ba entirely lost as a means of paying the
village establishmenta. At present they are not only greatly various in rate and in form in the
several Districts, and cven in the different villages of the same District, but they are almort
every where so0 uncertain that no one can say 'exactly what they are in any given case, and 1o
irregularly collected that they form no reliable source of income. In some few Districts only,
the fces of certain servants have been commuted into money and are collected with the
Government Revenue, though without due legal authority ; but in general they are still
payable in kind, and are left to be levicd by the village servants to whom they are payable.
Hence the time of these servants is greatly wasted in looking after their dues; and Nence also
{hese fees are a source of extortion as against poor Ryots, while the wealthy and influential

cscapo payment wholly or in part. A , .
4. The course of proceeding proposed by the Board when fully carricd into effect, would
remedy some of these evils ; evasion would no longer be practicable, extortion would cease, and
the time of the village servants would not be wasted in secking after lhgir dues. DBut the evil
of incquality between village and village, now very great, would stil} remein, A still more
serious objectibu, Liowerer, to that plan is that practically it would be found impossible of
cxecution. It would beso difficult and tedious an operation to carry the commutation into effect
that it would occupy many years, and probably the Itevenue Survey and Scttlement would be
completed first, It would be nccessary in the first instance to ascertain the existing feesin cvery
village ; but thero would generally be no authority on this point except the Curnum’s testimony,
which certainly would not be deserving of implicit credit. In many cases it is not even pre-
tended that the Curnum has a record of the miscellaneous fees payable, and in few probably
could any such record be produced of old date. Even supposing the existing fees to be thus
ascértained, the commutation into a money rate per acre or per Rupec of assessment would
be by no means an easy process if exactness were aimed at, and yet such exactness is the
essenco of the plan, : .

5. ‘The Governor in Council does not consider that all the preliminary information specified in
patagraph 5 of the Board's letter is necessary before a simple cess can be imposed. All that is
necccasary, in his opinion, is to determine the amount to be raised by this method ; and this can
‘be done as well and on as good data now, a3 after the Survey Scttlement, ‘ .

facilitate the collection of the village servants f (Ilere enter 20th November 1860, No. 5,895.)
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~ (True Extract.) ' R
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'!A_
I'o {he Doard of Revenue.
,” Inbm Commissioner
, Inspector General Mufassal Police. -
” Director of Revenue Settlement.
, Su rintendent of Revenue Survey
w3 udicial D_egartment. /
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