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Proceedmg: of the Madra: Government, Judzcml Department

No. 100. Read the following letter from MaJor Geneml J. C 'COFFIN, Commanding
Bellary, to the Ml.lltll'y Secretuy to Government, Fort Samt George, dated 2nd Apnl
1861, No. 94. : :
(Estats of the Iate Hospxtal Sergemt w. GRICE Pension Estnblmhment)
1 have the honor to bring to your notice the following case whxch cries loudly for help.
. Pensioned Hospital Sergeant Grice died ot this Station on the IGth February 1861, leaving
a lel in which he bequeathed the-small amount of property he had in possemon, valued at
Rupees 162, to his widow now residing at this place, - - .
The Witnesses to the Will and the Executors are all on the spot, 50 that there would be no
diffculty in proving it in the Sesslons or any other Court.

The Judge appears to thmk, as one of the Executors has told me, that he hau no power to
prove the Will in his Court, and that it would be necessary to write to Madras for the purpose.

The Administrator General was written to, but as the Execators were prepared to settle tbo
accounts of the Estate themselves, he would, or could not interfere.

The Executors then wrote to Mr. Branson, Madras, and received a rep1y from \Ir. G. E.
Branson, that if Rupces 100 were sent in adva.nce, he would be prepared to take 4tha matter i!}
hand. ' ' :

*You wxll observe that handmg the bmmcas over to a Lawyer would swallow np perhaps -
more than the amount of the Estate, and as the widow is left in very destitute circumstancet,
I am induced to_ trouble you in the hope that you w:ll be able to render some assistance in your
Official capacity to this poor woman, = . -

~.~+. --It would be a great boon to Mlhtarj Pemxonen 1f Lheu' Esta.tes counld be dlsposed ofby t.he
Military authorities, as they (the Pensioners) comp]am much of the dehy a.nd dxfﬁcu]tm conse-
quent on the forms of the Civil Courte. ~ , +

Transferred for conslderatx.on in the Judicial Department with reference to pamgraph 4,

paragraph in quesnon herewith forwarded for easy reference.
o (Slgned) H. MARSHALL, Colonel

Forr Sarnt Georor, : 7 : Sccrclary {o Goummmt.
. 8th April 1861, ~ - AR |

-~

« Eztract from G. 0. G., No. 79 of 1851' dated Fort Saint George, 22nd April 1851.

Military Secretary. Theyare to be left to follow the ordivary course of private Estates, and

whenever from the family of the deceased not being present, or from any other cause, it may be

necessary for any Military Officer to mterfere, immediate refcrence must be mado to the nearelt

Judicial nutbonty, whose duty it is to take charge.”” : :
(Tme Extract)

(Signed) H. MARSHALL, Colonel
' Semtary to Government,

No. 101, OnDER THERXON, 15th April 1861, No. 506.

The Government cannot interfere in the case referred to in this letter. They assume that
the deceased was a British subject—and if so; Probate of his Will must bo taken out in the
Supremo Court, in the usual course. '

(Slgned) T. PYCROFT,

‘ ’ ‘ S Cqu Sccretary. ,
Exd, T, O’Connor, C Co

15tk April 1861 .

Section 1V, G. 0. G., No. 79 of 1851, dated Fort Saint George, £20d April 1851, Copy of the

“ Section 1V, paragraph 4.  Estates of Military Pensioners are nottaken charge of by the - '
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