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Pro cedmor: of tlle Madras Govemmsnt Judicial Department,

C - 23rd March 1861. . R R

No. 204 Read tho follomng letter from J. ROHDE Esq., Inspector General “of Jails, to -
T. PYCROFT, Eiq., Chief Sccretary to Govemment, Fort Samt George, dated I4th

. March 1861, No. 114« _ ) :

1 bavo the honor to’ acknow]edge the recelpt of a pnnted copy of an nddres.s from the Bom- -

. bay Assocumon, dated the 5th August, against the continuance of Act IIT of 1858.

2,"" Constitated as Socwty is in India and callous as tbe Native mind is to the rumg up of
evils which do not mmcdlately tbreaten the individual, averse as it is to mcur the odium, or to
take the trouble of checking erime by volunteermg mformatxon or to exert a moral influence
against it; conccn]mg as it does the truth and peWerUDg it to screen the offender, especially if -
that offender be a person whoss weulth station or nuppo&ed sanctity, induces'a feeling in-his favor

I cannot think the powers vested in the Govemments by the State Pmoner Begulatlom can bo
' rcuombly found fault with by any truly loyal person. :

3. The term State Pnsoner includes at present families- whoie mﬂuence hu been exerted
~or whose presence ] ‘in certain districts has been used for mischief, .

4. When the mass of the pcople or even those of influence u.mong them, cordidly co-operate
with the Government in detecting and checking conuplracy and other cnmcs, and whentruth and
justice are regarded otherwise than as epithets applied to acts whereb_y the person using them is
benefitted and when moral courage becomes a prominent feature in Soclety, it will be time to

‘ relax i in the few precautlona.ry safeguards the Government retain. At the present moment the

petitioners must very well knowethat, in case of sedition by any of the influential classes I have
described, conviction could not be obtained in*an opes Court, and that the only safeguard .for
the people themselves is in the power vested in, though most sparingly used by, the Government.
.5. The petitioners may rely on it that ‘the best safeguard for their- liberty consit in the
Government being ordinarily vested by law with those powers which all Governments will resort’
to on extuordmuy occ:mons, and thnt it is not that Government which makesa duphy of the
greatest concessions of its necessary power that is the safest {o live under. - . ;

: 6. Ihave submitted these views as called for by the transm:ssxon of the pctmon and as
bemg well aware of the extent to wlnch resort to tllo powers have been had recourse to by this °

Govemment. T S T - _
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: L ~ To bé recorded. » e R
R - S, (Slgned) T. PYCROFT A
‘ LR - o _ Cﬁwaccrclary.
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