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Proceedings of the Madras Gavernmc::t, Judicial Department,
12¢th November 1861.

N

Wo. 47. ' Read the following Proceedings of Govemmant in the fublic Works Department,
dated 8th August 1861, No. 1,496. :

With referenca to Governmeni Order, Judictal)
Depariment, No. 690, dated 28th May last, )

 communicateletter from the Collsctor of South
Arecot ( reporting with explanations the orders . A . ’ .
issusd by him regarding the mewly constructed ,L(V('iiie‘fi’m%dmgs Public Works Department,
sluice in the Adonapet tank) and Publio 8th August 1861, Nos, 137 and 138.)
Works Proceedings of Government, datsd )
25tk October 1860, on the subjsct, with the
observaiions of Government, . J

No. 48. Orper THEREON, 12th November 1861, No. 1,3.72.. _

Tl.m correapondenc.o transmitted to this Department, will be forwarded to the Secretary of
_ State, in reforenco to his Despatch of the 16th April last, No. 18, paragraph 5.

~ (Signed) T. PYCROFT,
o Chsf Secreiary.

Exd. T. O'Connor.




[ T R ] T T g T e L e iy
‘.. : : © Pypric Wonk8 DEPARTMENT.
L « . ~ Public.
2 PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Peud the following letter from H. WOOD, Esq., Collector of South Areot, to J. D. SIM, Esq.
& Secrelary to Government, dated Cuddalore, 18th Juiy 1861, No, 19:— ’7‘:

1

3

Six, _ g

1. With reference to the Proceedings of Government noted

1) No.g,197, dated 281h October 1860, | . f
( )P-mgnph s, . in the margin, I have the honor to report, with explanations, the
() No. 1,014, dxted 30Kh May 1861. orders that } have ixsued regarding the newly constructed sluice,

in the Adanapet tank.

7 #  The question to be decided was, whether the inhabitants of Arien Kuppum should be
permitted to make use of the sluice, or whether it shonld be closed either temporarily or for a
permanence, and the Ryots of Adanapet be confirmed in the wole enjoyment of the tank. In
reply, L beg to stote that | have determined to keep the sluice closed for the present, and to allow
the uve of the tank to Adanapet alone until the completion of certain improvements which.
I propose to coneert with the District Engineer. :

. 8. In the Proeeedings adverted to, 1 was@lirected to endeavour to effect an amicable,
arracgement. - This, a8 1 had anticipated, 1 found to be impossible. 1 was, therefore, under the
necessity of mnking & somewhat lengthy enquiry into the respective rights of the two 'illﬂgeﬂ»
These L will now recapitulate briefly for the information of Government. 3

4 Much stress has been laid on the fact that a large portion of the actual bed of the
tank lies withix the limits of Arien Kuppum. [ am not inclined to allow much weicht to thiz
consideration ; a similar fact might be predicated of very many other tanke which, as in this ease;
wre, aud always have been, solely aud undeniably in the exclusive enjoyment of a single villages

5 Thelands which the Ryots propose to irrigate from the new sluice are dry lands. They
hnve therefore no cl.alm'to water at all, and it is only after all wet lands have been provi'ded
for t.hnt 1 should be justified in diverting any water {or their use. ‘I'he wet lands of Arien Kuppumy
are irrigated from the surplus of another tank. s - :

6. Of a total Nanja area in Adanapet of 184 Cawnies, 140 are “dependant, on the tank
in dispute. Though the village is wealthy and the poop’la“i.ndﬁs(xiu“us they have pever yet bronght
the whole of this area nnder cultivation. Many fields have femained waste ‘and many bave,

' been cultivated with dry ‘croﬁa"r‘rFr'om; these two fucts, but

“ f;ﬂ" Cf;_'{‘;ﬁ especially from the latter, we may fairly presume that the
BT e e A BL ordinary supply of water is insuflicient for the whole of their!
g ]12(‘;3;‘ };1‘3‘? wet lands. On the other band, it may be arged as shown in the
: Breeerreen T accompanying statement, that wet crops have been raised on

R TYITPONINS T D B X e
certain dry lands. The average of iho last seven years, however,;

shows that whereas only 22 dry Cawaics have been brought under wet cultivation, 46 wet
‘Cawnies have either lain waste oI produced only dry erops. ' K-

= The Adanapet Ryots offer to improve the tank at their own expenss to such an extent.
as to provide irrigation for all their wet lande and a considerable tract of dry land. They also,

express their willingoess to cultivate the whole of this tract, and to guarantec the punctual pay-:
ment of the whole assessment. ‘ \ ‘ :
- 8 The financial aspect of the case may then be stated thus: If the Ryots of Arien Kuppum:
use the sluice they will be able to raise wet CIops on 40 dry Cawnies slready cultivated. The

total possible gain will thus be 200 Rupees (water-tax) subject to Temissions which, in the;
. present state of the tank, would be almost

. Cawnie i ; 1'6 inevitable. 1f, on the other hand, the whole
F Nuujs een oyt 14-4-1 178 o tankis confirmed to the Adanapet cultivators,
Punm now wosts .. .- 48-0-0 5+ 0 .
W aberetas GD Q0. e ceseresesan st g0 0 o they offer to guarantee the payment of
. PRI Rupees 433-2-10 as detailed in the margin,t in-

. 438 2 0 excess of the assessnent of the Fasli just
2 expired. ‘

. 9. Adanapet offers to guaranteoe this amount, but their offer I cannot in fairness accept.
I am convinced that they are offering more than they tan perform, more than they could be
expected- to erform, -and more than they yould oifer upd‘er any pressure ; but the fear ot
losing what tEey have so lonyg considered their exclusive privilege. x

10. On these grounds [ have come to the conclusion previously intimated. Ihave carefully.{

examined the locality, and though 1 concur in the District Engineer’s opinion that with certain -
jnuprovements the water may be made to suffice for both villages, I think it very questionable.
whether the necessary outlay will be met with a commeunsurate return.  This, however, 18 an’

B O O . et g b L



ordinary queition which may be settled by the local suthorities without any special reference to

Government.

11. Paragraph 2 of the Proceedings No. 1,014, dated 30th May 1861, seems to call for a
further report on the conduct ot the Officers who ordered tha cutting of the sluice. This has
already been fully reported in Mr. Hutchin's letter under date 27th July 1860, as explained by
the correspondence submitted with the Procecdings of the Board, dated $2nd September 1860,
No. 4,326, The whole correspondence on the subject was then submitted, and I am unuble to
add any further information. ‘ .

——

Statemant showing cultivation om Nawja land Statement showing Nanja

m Adanapet Village, . , cultivation on Punja land
. trn Adamapet Village.
Faslis. Wet calsivations Waste and dry Faslis Caltivati
cultivation. : altivation.
- ' —_—
. |Cawnies, AL P [Cawpies? AS. . Cawnies, FYTIS
1264... 9 .. 0 I 60 ... 15 11 1264...... 27 ~...... 8 1
12695 .. 86 ...... 15 3 53 ... 0O 9 1265...... 21 14 2
1266...... 93 ... 12 1 46 ... 3 11 | 1266...... 2 . 3 0
1267...... 73 ... 0 2 66 ... 15 10 | 1967...... 23 eieee 4 3
1268.... .1 100 ...... 8 1 89 7 11 1268... 22 ... 11 0
1269 ...... 108 ... 0 1 31 15 11 1269... 21 ... 2 0
1270...... 1156 ...... 11 3 24 4 9 1270... 17 .. 9. 0
323 ... ‘L0 s L3 6
,_&verage;‘..ﬁ 46 ... 2 5__1_47vevr3ger~ 22 .. 9 7.—

South Areot, €allestor's Kacheri,
Cuddalore, 18th July 1867, *

OrpEr THEREON, 8th August 1861,‘No. 1,496.

1. Ordered that this letter and the Proceedings of Government in the Publjc Works

Depm‘tmem, dated 25th October 1860, No. 2,197, aud the correspondence recorded therein, bs
communicated to the Judicial Department, with reference to Proceedings in that Department,
dated 28th May last, No. 690.

2. Asto the question in dispute in connection with the Adanapet tank, the Government
consider that they have an undoubted right to dispose of the surpius water of any Glovernment
tank. In the instance under consideration however, there is reason to doubt whether tho Adana-
pet tank in its present state can generaily contain more wator than will suflice for the proper
and certain irrigation of the lands of that village, and the Goverumeant consider it but fair that
the tank until improved should be reserved for the exclusive use of that village the inhabitants
of which, as regards both dry and wet lands, have certainly a preferable claim to irrigation from
it Whether it is desirable or notso to improve the tank, as to admit of its holding water also
for the Arien Kuppuuw village is & separate question, which must be counsidered on its own
merits.  Any works designed with this object should be specially submitted for the orders of

Government. :
. (True Extract.)

{Signed) J. D. SIM,
Secrefaryto Gurernment,

To the Chief Engineer.

Board of Revenue.

5»  Collector of South Areot. , .
y Judicial Department with correspondence. ,

b3

Exd. S. T. Augustin.
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* 31t July 1860
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
25th Ociober 1869. )

‘ , Read the following papers _._
No: 327. Proceedings of the Board of Revenup, dated 22nd Sebtomber 1860, No. 4,326
Read the following letter from H. WOOD, Esq., Collector of South Arcot, to J. D. SIM, Esq.,
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort Saint George, dated Cuddalore, 7th Septem-
ber 1860, No. 146. ‘
Six,

In obedience to the Order of Government, No. 1,773, communicated to me with Board's
Proceedings of the 220d ultimo, T have the honor to forward copies of correspondence which

- . took place between this Office and the District Engineer together with translations of Takids

sent to the Tahsfldér, regarding the construction of a Sluice to the
Adanapet tank, and to state that having recently made a report® ‘on the
subject to Government, I have nothing to add to it. ‘

-
-

Submitted for the information of Government with reference to paragraph 2 of the Order,
dated 20th August 1860, Public Works Department, Judicial,

InCooa, Blet Auvgue 1900 Ko 1% Now 1,773, |
(A true Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) J. D. SIM, Sccretary.

From Captain E. A. FOORD, District Engineer, South Arcot,to Lieutenaat-
Colonel W. J. BIRDWOOD, Deputy Chief Engineer, Southern Circle, Department
Public Works, dated Cuddalore, 7th September, 1860, No. 101.

S, T .

1. I have the honor to inform you, with reference to'Extract from the Chief Engineer's
Proceedings of the 2ith August, No. 4,002, that in the early part of the last official year, Mr.
Wright, the Assistant Engineer in charge of the 2nd Rang'e:!received a letter from some raiyats
of Ariankuppam in the Tindivanam Téluq. In this letter they requested that a sluice might be
built for them in the Adanapet tank, to enable them to cultivate land for which they would pay

No. 828.

~ yearly* 500 Rupees. . '

2, Mr. Wright wrote to the Tahsildar about this land, and he-reported that he had been
‘to the place and had ascertained that land, paying yearly Rupees 377-1-2, might be cultivated,
if an additional aluice were built, and that the work, though so beneficial to Ariankuppam, was
not likely to be in any way injurious to the raiyats of Adanapet. ,

3. Upon this Mr. Wright informed the raiyats of Arisukuppam that an estimate for a
sluice would be prepared and forwarded, and that, pending the receipt of sanction, they might,
if they pleased, prepare materials. * This they at once commenced to do.

4, Meanwhile, the raiyats of Adanapet eame to me with & written petition, in which they
stated that Mc. Wright, had been ‘misinformed, and that all their land would be thrown out of
cultivation if any water were given to Ariankuppam. As no estimate for the sluice had been
sanctioned, I requestod Mr. Wright not to proceed with the work until he had himself visited
the tank, and the estimate had been sanctioned. :

5. As the Government has called upon the Collector for copies of all correspondence that
passed between him and myself respecting the work to the Adanapet tank, it will not be neces-
sary for me to give any extracts from the letters, 1 forw‘rded copies of Mr. Wright's reports,
written before and after he had inspected the tank, but as the raiyats of Adanapet still conti-
nued their opposition to the work, I did not forward an eatimate to the Collector during the
last official year, and the work was not proceeded with. :

6. As [ still continued to receive applications for the sluice from the raivats of Ariankup-
pam, and as the work seemed likely to be useful and rgmunerative, at the beginning of the pre-
sent official year, T forwarded an estimate to the Collector for sanction, No letter was sent

-

o
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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment,
: 2bth October 1860.

with it, but on the estimate |
last year, but that it would be

vation,

stated that oppo.uition bad been made to the Slujce being built
the means of bn.ngmg a considerable extent of land under caltj.

7. The estimate was returned to

:.; Ass;st.ant .Overneor Campbell (who‘hn.d succeeded Mr. Wright in charge of the range) with
© other estimates, but separately, with o lettor, in which I reminded him that opposition had

been made to the building of the sluice 1 iyi '
¥ the raiyats of Ad
should be come to before the work was commence.tyi. ° Hneet tad that some e

O - q to carry out the work and then went away to another part of
Tange, having previoualy spoken to the Tahsildér, who offered to mu{ the Sub-Ol:mer t‘lt]:
carry out the work, with the Police if found n ’
;:ﬁ:;:er; l;;po:lwd to the Head Amstant by the Tahsfldir, before the affray took place. The
o C,iobe“e mcfa wu.not.ltopped unFﬂ only a few hours work remained to be done to it.
Mr: Wripht' hmenhombll.n his letter that, Yhile in charge of the Tindivavam Téluq under
i gbetwez w;: o-”lg‘ed to stop three times g similarly disputed work, in order to prevent
Tin: y B the willagers, and that he only got it completed by the Collector, while at
fhdivanam, sending Peons to the place, and that if the Tahsildar, had stopped this work,

unti] bis return from Trinfmalai, he has no doubt he could have effected a compromise between
the villagers. :

9. The papers to which this letter is a re
having seen the Tank, I can state that the pe
able extent of land under cultivation, aod that withons

The cost of the sluice has been one hundred Rupoes,

the Tahs{ldar's Teport, more than three times that amount. The Tank hos no Kalingal at
present, but if one were built, and the bank extended, a greater supply of water would be

obtained, and there would not be the loss that must now often occur when the bank is cut to
let off the surplus.

10, The opposition made to this work is similar to that so frequently made to any attempt
to extend the benefits of an irrigation work, beyond the limits of the village for which it was
first constructed, In the present instance, the raiyats of Adanapet have hitherto had all the

water of tho Tank, but half ths Tank is in the limits of Ariankuppam, and land in that village
also may be cultivated by its means. : ‘

‘ - No. 5,297.
Submitted for the information of Government with reference to parsgraph 8 of their Order
No. 1,773, dated 20th August last, |

‘ (Signed) W. H. HORSLEY, Lieut.-Colonel,
Central Office of P, W., Chepauk, Chief Engincer.

28th September 1860,

No 329, ORDER THEREON, 25th October 1860, No. .3’197‘
1. - The papers recorded above go replies to the requisition. contained in the order of the

0th August 1860 No. 1,773 for further information both from the Collector and District
Lngineer regarding the disputed sluice at the Adanapet tank in the South Arcot District.

2. The work bad it seems been opposed from the commencement by the Adaunapet villagers.
Application for the construction of the sluice wag made by the Ariankuppum raiyats subsequent
1o May 1859, and the Tabsildér who was called upon by Mr. Wright, the 20d Assistang
Diatrict Engineer, gave it as his opinion that a considerable amount of land belonging to that

me with the Collector'l‘signnture. I did not forward it.

L nae

-

* .

——

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
26tk October 1860. _
WMMMWWWW\AMMMM
village might be cultivated, without any damage to the Adanapet people. The latter however
alleged that the water would be insufficient for both pariies and urged that no part of the water
of the tank had ever yet gone to any lands of Ariankuppum. They refused to enter into any
compromise though an arrangement was attempted on more than one occasion, which woald have
given them a part of the Ariankuppum land situated under the tank. It was ordered by the
District Engineer that until the dispute was sottled the sluice should not be built; and it is

, ‘to be regrettad that this resolution was not adhered to. The affray could hardly have occurred

if & final decision one way or another had been pronounced by competent authority, -

3. Instead of this, after the District Engineer had been informed by the Collector on the
17th January 1860 that & compromise was impracticable, he forwarded to the Collector (as soon
as the next official year had commenced) the estimate for the sluice, with no letter, but a simple
remark, that opposition had been made the previous year, and that it would be an advantageous
work. The District Engineer’s letter of the 7th September 1860 would give the impression

that this was the first occasion of submitting the estimate, but from the Collector’s remark it -

o appears that it was “ resubmitted” and * again sanctioned™
Paragraph 3 of Mr. Wood's letter of . . . .
3ist July 1860, recurded in G. Without remark. Upon this transaction the Governor in Council
Q- 9th Angust 1860, No. 90¢, J. D. must remark that this submission or resubmission by the District-
Engineer was under the circumstances improper; and that the sanction of the whole list of
estimates by the Collector in a lump seems to show that very little check over the estimatés of

- the Department of Public Works is exercised by the Collector of South Arcot.

4. The remainder of the proceeding were equally irregular, Captain Foord gave an orde‘f
to the Assistant Overseer which was so vague that he totally misunderstood its meaning. This

is the Overseer’s own account, but it is difficult to believe hov he t_:ould have taken such I.Vie' »
-of it when he was acting in communicatjon- !ith the Talsilear whe it .vo been well
" acquainted with what had occurred. o

5. Thus much for the past. It remai:u.nbw to have a definite decision pronounced upon
the rights of the contending parties. The District Engineer who has
examined the locality has expressed a strong opinion that a large ute[.“
of land can be irrigated from the tank without hurting the Adanapet lands ; he'.dvoc,atel certain
improvements to the tank, and remarks that though the Adanapet raiyats have hitherto had all the

7th Beptember 1860.

" water half the tank is in the limits of Ariankoppum. : \

. 6. The Collector has already promised® to make a personal

* P‘“ﬂgu of bis latter of 3lst enquiry into the merits of the gase, and l?u issued ordeu. that
o . the sluice shall be closed till the question shall be dccx.ded.
The Governor in Council now directs that Mr. Wood shall go to the spot as soon as pomb.le,
and endeavour to effect an amicable arrangement. He will report the result for the mfom.uu.on
of Government, It seems very probable that the improvements suggested by the l‘)ut?'xct
Engineer may be necessary before the water will nuﬂice for both the old and the new cultivation.

(Signed) C. G. MASTER, _ .
Dy. Secretary to Governinent.

_a
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