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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
28th October 1861.
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No. 1490. Read the following letter from Major W.J, WILSON, Commissioner of Police ;
to T. PYCROFT, Esquire, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated
16th October 1861, No. 113.
With reference to the Provisions of Act XVIII of 1855, I have the honor to sabmit
the following circumstances for the consideration and orders of Government.
2. On the 20th September last, a complaint was preferred to Captain Bell, Deputy Com-

missioner of Police, by Captain Walter of the ship ‘' Loodiana” then in the Madras Roads, who

charged the crew of Boat.-No. 164 with haviog stolen 140 bars of lron, which he alleged they

had been entrusted with to carry on shore. ‘
3. Captain Bell having gone fally into the cass came to the conclusion that there was no

evidence to justify him in putting the case before a Magistrate, and he therefore left the Captain

to proceed by Summons if he thought proper.

4. The case ultimately came before the Magistrates of the Town Police Court, who
disposed of it summarily under the Police Act, and sentenced the crew to be imprisoned with hacd
labor; one man for eight months, and the rest, efght in number, for six months each.

5. Upon this I felt it my duty to mquu‘a upon whit er idence ths eonviction had been
founded, and on examining the Record of the trial, I found that the Chief and 3rd Mates of the
“Loodiana” had both sworn to certain material points which they had positively deolined to
speak to before Captain Bell, which was the cause of his having dismissed the case.

6. I therefore requested the Magistrates to inform me whether there would have been
* No. 1 sufficient evidence to warrant a conviction if Captain Bell's statement® of the
facts, had been duly proved before them.

1 No. 2. . 7. The reply of the Magistrates is forwarded herewith, + from which it
appears that had there been any question of the truth of the facts sworn to by the
Mates, tho Prisoners would have bean acquitted.
1No. 8. 8. Ialso forward an attested copy of the Record } from which it will be
perceived, that the Mates contradicted each other as to the mode in which the
number of the Boat was painted, the one swearing that it was black ons white ground, and the
other that it wag white, ) This would not be much of itself, but when it is borne in mind that the
conviction depended solely upon it's bsing made out that the bars were put into Boat No. 164,
and that both the Mates refused to speak to the identity of tho Boat when before Cuptlln Bell,
it becomes a fact of considerable importance.

9. The Mugistrates decided the case sooner than was expected owing to the Vessel being
about to sail, othorwise Captain Bell would have given his evidence in persoa; but from what we
knew of the case on the part of the prosecution a conviction was never anticipated.

No, _111. OrpEr THEREONW, 28th Octobsr 1861, No. 1,314.

The opinion of the Advocate General will be taken as to the courss which the Government
should adopt under the circumstances brought to notice by the Commissioner of Police.

(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Secratary to Government,

| Exd. F. Cartledge,






g
i . e eg .
- o n = K
- N -
- - .

,
v
.
v
T, e
.
N
~
y D
- [ Y
.
Yok
-
She
.
: 3.
\\ ”~
. .
.
\
i C”
Sy yr
.
o
}
-

s N
-

oy

R
.
T -
U -
as
-~
-t
- . hi
W N -y
N %
g-! .-
Y .
R
-~
BNl
-
.
R
-
o




- o
- - -

L o o 7_.‘_. -
k) . “ ‘
. at J ' 3
e ‘ B et T R N R
. 4
A.‘:\"‘:\‘._‘Aﬁéxb JJ e ) EIRE SR R N 9
N . S T L
M APt T < —n Vo P b S M
. -..'1~: e \ L™ ( Lo & - s
‘. - - L I = - de et
| .
:‘ % e e M St ve T
¢ A )
. ) L, eecta
f
P N\
L - - o~ . N
- SR X2 Y SRV v s” J..r.a.«\b
o . .
.Q - ! ‘ ‘
\; s x ‘~....‘. Ao L e - L\*“' -
R N *
e - e ™ v 5
o € B SRR (LIPS
UGS S A % .
- . Y e ; d : -
— 99 (Laedt LR M eel
R 2 - . -
; —~—a o -l e Qe n~““"’

-’ '
L ” '
\ : 1 3‘ I s, S R 4 i ety
i \ -
‘\IQ..'L_.‘.».,.(;J : 4 '

-

L]
» .o

1M - ™D _.-t‘
s

W




	Copy_of_Copy_of_Image00018
	Copy_of_Image00019
	Copy_of_Image00020
	Copy_of_Image00021
	Copy_of_Image00022

