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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
26th October 1861.
No.183.  Read the following letter from the Honorable Sir C. H. SCOTLAND, Kt, Chief

Justice of thepSupreme Court, Madras; to the Honorable the Governor in Council,
&e. &c. &c., Fort Saint George, dated 8th October 18{%1.

i 1 have the honor to acknowledge the ‘receript of the letter of your Excellency in Council of
\ the 12th September last, forwarding the copy of a Despatch from tha Right Honorable tho

", Secretary of State for India, and in reference to the enquiry in the last poragraph, requesting
( ~ me to confer with my colleague Sir Adam Bittleston and the Judges of the Svdder Adawlut, and
¢ to express my opinion as to the number of Judges it wonld bs desirable to appoint in the first

instance to the High Court at Madras.

Before the receipt of the letter of your Excellency in Couucil, I had been favored with a
communication from Mr. Strange, the Seaior Judge of the Sudder Adawlut, putting e in posses-
sion of the deliberate opinion of himself and the other Sudder Judges as to the number of Judges
that they considered necessary in the first instance, and of the grounds on which they had formed
their opinion, and I have since bad the advantage of communicating with my colleague Sir Adam
Bittleston, and ascertaining his views and opinion upon the subject, and have myself given to

it my most careful consideration. )
1 have had laid before me the returns of the Criminal aud Civil business in tho Supreme
Court and of the business in the Insolvent Court and in the Sudder Adawlut for some years back
and down to the present time, and there can be no doubt that quite independently of tbe busi-
nees in the Insolvent Court (which I may meotion averagoes within the last ten years 106
Petitions annually), there will be a necessity when the High Court is#n operation for at least
two Division Courts sitting at the same- time, and in order to provide for this necessity and to
secure the satisfactory administration of the law, and to admit of the disposal of the busincss
= : with as little inconvenience and delay as possible to the public and the snitors, my opinion
clearly is, that it will be desirable and necessary to appoint not Jess than six Judges in the first

instance to the High Court of this Presidency.
’ The letter of your Excellency in Council does not require that I should say more in answer,
o bat feeling the responsibility that will be cast upon me as Chief Justice by the Act for establish-
ing the High Courts in India, when the High Court of this Presidency is established, I must beg
leave to add that the opinion I have expressed has heen materially influenced Dby the important
consideration that three of the six Judges first appointed will be Barristers possessing competent

professional experience and fitting qualifications.

~ My own observation and experience and the information derived from Sir Adam Bittleston,

y have after reflection satisfied me that this will be found essential to the satisfactory and success-

: ful exercise of the combined original and Appellate Jurisdiction of the new High Court and the
carryiug into effect the object and intention of the Act.

No. 134 OrDER THEREON, 26th October 1861, No. 1,310.
A copy of this letter will be forwarded to the Secretary of State.

v . 4 (Signed) J. D. SIM, ,
‘ ' Secretary to Governmeni,
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