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g No. 70.  Read the following letter from JAMES INNES MINCHIN, Esq., Acting Magis-
*# . 7 trate of Kurnool; to T. PYCROFT, Lsq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
George, dated 25th Septerber 1851, No. 22..

1. With reference to the Extract from the Minutes of Consultation under date the 3:d May
1851, I have the honor to forward a translation of the rceord of a trial for murder held in tie
Court of the Nawab of Bunganapilly.

S e e

;- 2, The following are the facts of the cnse: On the morning of Tuesday the SOth July
! 1861, the trunk of a human body with & wound on the riglit chest, without hcad, arms and leg;:,
} was found by the Tannadar of Bunganapilly in a stream called the Jooravagoo outside the Fort,
The Ameen (10th witness) of the town at once proceeded to the spot, and caused the water to be
dragged, wheo he found a bundle containing the arms and legs and a pot containing tbe hcad,

v
LR % which was at oncerecognized as that of an individual named Mastan (deccased.) The skull was
;

fractured, and the brains protruding. .

3. On enquiry it was found that the deceased had been in the habit of frequenting the
house of one Fukooroo (2nd prisoner), and on proceeding there, drops of blood were found along
the road leading to the house from a distance of four chains, while a room inside the Louse was
freshly plastered with cowdung, and drops of blood were visible sprinkled on the wall.

4. Fukooroo (2nd prisoner) was at once apprehiended, and stated that the dec.eused had been
murdered on the previous night by one Mahomed Ioossain (Ist prisouner) in his own
. presence, and that after cutting up the body, they hud thrown the trunk and limbs into the

-+

Jooravagoo.

"‘- ’ 5. Mahomed Hoossain (Ist prisoner) was then apprehended in the town, and the two at
once brought to trial.

6. The Ist witness Iloossain Ma, mothar of the 2nd prisoner Fakooroo, a midwife by
profession, atated that on the pight of the murder while sitting up with a patient, she heard from
the privy of the house, her son the 2nd prisioner inducing the deceased Mastan to go to her
house, to which he consented. She had been previously inforined by her son that Maliomed
Hoossain (1st prisorer) weuld some day kill Mastan (deceased) in her house, on account of the fami-
liarity that existed between him and Mahomed Hoossain's (Jst prisoner) wife and sister-in-law.
A ¢hort time previously Mahomed Hoossain (1t prisoner) had left his wife under her charge, and
at that time she had berself noticed the improper familiarity that existed between her and AMustan
(deceased.) On the above account she was alarmed at hearing her son invite Mastan (deceased) (o
her house, and in about an hour went there to see what was going on.  She returned to the back
entrance, from which, there being a lamp in the room, she saw the deceased lying on the floor,
and Mabomed Ilouvssain (Ist prisoncr) throw a stune on his head, on which he groaned, and
Malhiomed Hoossain (Ist prisoner) then sat on his chest, and cut his throat.  She then called to
her son who was present, 1t did not angwer, and she then returned to the house of her patient,
where she past the night. In the morning she returned to her house and found her son, the 21d
prisoner, plastering the floor with cow-dang, to effuce the stains of bluod; shortly alterwards they
were apprehended by the Pulice.

7. The 2nd and 3rd witnesses a brother and sister who reside in the house next to that in
which the murder was committed, atated that about 8 o’clock on the previous evening the 1st
prisoner Mahomed Hoossain came to their house, ssying that he had sent Fakooroo the 2nd pr.i-
soner for some goodak, who had not yet brought it: shortly afterwards Fakoaroo (2nd prisoncr)
joined him, and the two went into the 1st witness’ house, and shut the mat of the front door
After the witnesses had been asleep ahout an hour, they were roused by a noise in the neinb:
bouring house, and the 2nd witness ealled to Fakooroo the 2nd prisoner, asking what jt :u.
He replied it was the cats, but the Ist prisoner Mahomed Uoossain told them a}rgrilv to mind

their own business, as they were masters in their own house. The witnesses then slept through
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the mizht, and in the morning heard that some oue had been murdered and cut to pieces, when
o] . .

seeing 2nd prisouer plastering the room with cowdung, they suspected that the crime had been
cowmmnitted there. . L

8. Neither of these witnessed saw the deceased enter the house, to which there is a back
door. 4 . ¢ :

9. The 4th witoess the keeper of the Lort Gate, deposed that the 1st prisoner a peon of
the guard, Jeft the gate about 7 P.M., un the evening of the murder, returned there with ‘lh‘e 2nd
prisoner about 11 ».)., when the two slept there together on a cumly, and that both left in the
morning during the time he was absent, at 5 A.M,, to get the keys of the large gute.

10. The 5th witness deposed to his wife haviug sold lamp oil to the two prisouers about
10 P.u., on the night of the murder.

11. The 7ih witness doposed to having given a light to the 2ud prisoner from his house,
about the tiwe of the first wutch on the night of the murder. He dil not see the 1st prisoner.
12 ‘The 8th wituess, brother to the st prisoner, deposed to the familiarity that existed

between the deceased aud his brother, the lst prisoner’s wife, and that his brother had rebuked
Lis wife in consequence, and sent her to her mother’s house.  The 1t prisoner did not as usual
slecp in bLis house, on the night of the wurder.

15. The 10th witness the Ameen of the town depesed to the discovery of the mutilated
body in the channel, to the drops of bluod along the road leading to the lst witness' house, and

to the state of the room therein, the floor of which was freshly plastered with cowdung while
the wa'ls were sprinkled with blood.

414, The 2nd prisoner made a full confession of the whole tacts connected with the murler.
e stated that on the previous day Mahomed Hoossain (st prisoner) uaked him to induce Mastan
(\vceasvd) to go to deponent’s housa, by telling him that Mahowed Hoossain's (18t prisoner) sister
would juin him there at midnight, Mahomed Houssian (st prisoner) baving determined to murder
him there. That Mastan (deceased) accowmpunied him accordingly to the house, where Malio-
ped Hoossain (Ist prisoner) was eoncealed, and that after he and Mastan had been asleep for
about threc native hours, that Mahomed Hoossain (lst prisoner) rouscd him, aud on his

going out, Mahomed lloossain (Ist prisoner) kilied Mastan (deccased) Ly dropping a big stone
three times on his head, and finally gagzing bum. That deponent’s mother came up while
tbe stone was being dropped the third time, and called him by uame, but he was uneable to
answer, she then wentaway., That the neighbours, the second and third witnesses, were roused
by the sound of the stone falling, and the second witness asked what it was, and he aunswered
it way the cats, and Mahomed Hoossain (lst prisoner) told them they were masters in their own
house. That uiter the murder, deponent ussisted Mahomed Hoossain (lst prisoner) to carry
the burdy further into the room, when Mahoroed Hoossain (lst prisoner) produced a kuile, and cut
it in pieces, forcing the deponent to hold the Limbs. The limbs were tied up in the drawers of
he decensed, the trunk in his cloth, and his head and the bloody mat Fere put into a large pot.

They then washed the blood from their hauds and legs, and Malium:d Ilooseain (1st prisoner)

carried the bundle containiug the limbs of the duceased, and threw it into the Jooravagoo. He .

then washed himself afiesh, and went to the guard ut the Fort Gate, dirccting the dcponent to
call him after a short time. 1lle did so, they purchased some oil, got a light, and returned to
the house, when they removed the remaining portions of the body, Muhomed Houvssain (1st pri-
soner) carrying the trunk, and the deponent the pot which contained thoe head, and threw them
bot into the chanuel.  "They ugain returned to tho huuse, havivg beught some goodak on their
way, took their meal, and smoked their hookah. They then went and slept at the Fort Gato
and wbout 3 &. M. the pext morning, Mahomed Hoossain (lst prisoner) sent Lim to plaster the
rpow with cowdung, atier which he was apprebended.

15. 'The first prisoncr denied the charge, but stated that he bad past the evening and night

with the second prisoner, as detailed by him, and proved by the witnesses. He acknowledged -

that 2 bloody koife, and cloth before the Court were his own, and accounted for the blood on the
cloth by his baving eut himself by sersping a still ou that moming,
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16. The 9th witness called for the prosecution stated that the 1it prisoner was at the

still on ¢hat morning, but did not scrape the boiler, nor mention to the witness that he had cut
his finger.

p—

17. The Futwah of the Law Officer found the second prisoner guilty on his own confession,
; of abetting the crime ot murder, and consequently lisble to Tazir.

18, There not being two eye-witnesses of the murder, he found the penalty of Kisdass
j against the lst prisoner barred, but left his punishment to the discretion of the authority.

19, The case having been forwarded to me by the Nawab, I requested him to take addi-
tional evidenos as to where the bloody knife and cloth, acknowledged by the 1st prisoner to be

his property, were discovered, as well as the stone with which the second prisoner stated that the
murder was committed.

20. From the additional evidence it appears that the bloody knife and cloth were found on
the person of the first prisoner, on his apprehension, about noon on the day afier the murder.
21. The stone with which the murder was committed, was pointed out by the 2nd pri-.

. soner, concealed in & heap of stones in front of the wicket of the house and was stained with
blood.

T sl nases otn o e &t e bt i

22. The whole evidence is conclusive as to the guilt of both prisoners, and considering the
horrible circumstances connected with the case, there is no doubt that both deserve to suffer
capitul punishment. .

In consideration however that the confession of the 2nd prisoner appears to have been

. complete, and voluntary, that the crime has occurred in & Mussulman territory, and thae the
" Mussalman law does not rank the guilt of an accessary before the act, the same as that of a
principal, I would recommend that the first prisoner only be condemned to death, and that the

2nd prisoner be imprisoned with hard labour for life in the Jail of the Bunganapilly Nawab.

: I consider that the whole conduct of the enquiry reflects credit on the Police and Criminal
Jurisdiction of the Nawab. '

No. 71. OrpER THEREON, 18th October 1861, No. 1,271

. Act XXV, 1848, authorized the restoration of the Jagheer of Bunganapilly,
Preamble. “ to be holden, by the Jagheerdar, subject to the same conditions and reserva-
. “ tions as heretofore.”

2. Iothe Sunnud issued by this Government, it was stipulated that, in the administration

N of Criminal Justice within the Jagheer, the

Exiract Minutes of Consuliation 4ih July 1848, Jagheerdar should absiain from the punishment

No. T14. of mutilating Criminals, and should not sentence

. . - capitally, or execute persons capitally convicted

. without the sanction of Government previously obtained. All cases appearing to him to call

- for such punishment were to be referred for 'the consideration and Orders of the Governor in
* Council, '

8, +In Extract Minutes Consultation, 8Ist May 1851, No. 268, it was directed that the
reference should be made through the channel of the Agent of Kurnool, and this Officer was
instructed to call for further evidence, if in his judgment it were necessary, and when the proceed-
ings were completed, to submit the record of the trial with such remarks as he might see oceasion

~ to offer. The Magistrate has acted under these orders in bringing before Government the trial
* referred to in his letter, held at Bunganapilly. ’

4. According to his own admissions, the 2ud prisouer, Fakuru, bad inveigled the deceased
- Mastan into his house. He was an eye-witness of the murder, and aided in dismembering th

* corpse, and effecting the removal of the trunk, head, and limbs to a stream of water, lnfl th°
 evidence in the caso establishes tho guilt of the Ist prisoner, Mahomed Hussuin, as the actu '
perpetrator of the deed.  The Futwah declares the 2nd prisoner lisble as an abcltor,to Tuee:c b:t
4
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demurs to the infliction of the penalty of Kissaas on the Ist prisoner
b

on the ground of his denial
of the charge, and the alisence of two male witnesses. s *

and the sccond
ganapilly. The Governor

5. The Magistrate recommends that the first Prisoner be condemned to death,
prisoner to imprisonment fer life with hard labor in the Jail at Bun
in Council dirccts that the sentence advised be carried out,

f\Signed) J. D. SIM,
Secretary to Gorernment.

> Exd F. Cartledge.
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