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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,.
15tk October 1861,

e

No, 58.  Read the following :—

No. 1,584.
MEMORANDUM.

1. With reference to Memorandum, No. 369 of the 19th instant, forwarding an Extract

from a Vernacular newspaper, containing cer-

Vurthamana Taranghani, 10¢h September 1861, tain allegations against the Police, 1 beg to
a submit to Government the following remarke.

e

. The very extravagance of the charges brought forward, goes far-to refute them. Itis
stated that Police Officers constantly rob travellers on the public roads, violate their females
and even kill such as resist: I observe that the Editor also alludes to a supposed case of murder
of @ Brahmin's wife in a Police Station House ; an account of which appeared in the columns of a
Local English newspaper some months ago, but which was devoid even of a shadow of founda-
tion. With regard to the case of gross maltreatment of a female by the Police, stated to have
been decided by the Sub Magistrate of Salem, the Superintendent of Police in that District
informs me that no man of his force has ever been brought forward on such a charge. The
Editor proceeds to remark on the inconvenience attending the occupation of Travellers’ chuttroms
by the Police ; an evil which he hopes will be remedied ; and here as it appears to me lies the
true motive of the article. Travellens’ chuttrums have been temporarily occupied by .the Police
in some few places where no other sholter was available, but measures are now in progreas to
provide separate Station Houses.
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3. Itis simply impossible that robbery, ¥iolation and murder can be a constant practice of
the Police. The question remains whether a sufficient degree of misconduct exists to form
some foundation for this hyperbolical statement 3 and whether as the Editor affirms * the dan-

_ gers to which the people in the interior are exposed are greater than hitherto.” I most sin-
cerely believe that the contrary is the fact,—oases of violence and maltreatment unhappily still
occur. It could not be otherwiss. But such instances are keenly hunted out and unspariogly
punished ; and I am convinced that the difficulty of concealment has already produced a marked
effect upon the conduct of the Polioe in this respect. The readiness with which complaints are
made to the Magisiracy, and to the Superior Officers of Police, shows that peaceable people are
1o longer afraid of the Police, and this is a great point gained. Oppression was formerly practised
in secret, securely protected by a combination of interests. It now comes before the public eye,
and even the petty squabbles which arise from ancalled for interference form matter for appeal
to higher authority. Prama facie therefore the general conduct of the Police may perhaps be
exhibited in a worse light than before, but it is not really so. The hidden scre has been brought
to the surface and though all the more unsightly for s time, it is tangible and under process
of cure.

4. And I beg the Government to believe that the Officers of the Police Department, whose
exertions it is my privilege just now to watch, are one and all most earnestly striving to eradi-
cate these abuses ; to put down oppreesion and violence with & strong hand ; and to promote the
good of the community. It is a difficult task, and complete victory can only be obtained after a
laborious and patient struggle. But in this direction at least great progress has been made, and
persistent effort with keen supervision can not fail of nltimate success.

Caurzr OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR -

GrxNeraL oF MaprAs Porick, ~ (Signed) C. S. HEARN,

‘ Taxsorx, lst October 1861. Actg, Inspector General of Polics.
To the Chisf Secrstary to Govermment, Fort Saini George.

T ————

Orpxx THEREON, 15th October 1861, No. 1,260.
To be recorded.
(Sigued) J. D. SIM,
Secretary to Governmend.

No. 54.

w Exd. T. O'Coonor,
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