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Proceedmg: o t/w Macdras Government, Juclmal Depar tment, = -
LT , 2131‘ Augu:t 1861,
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k‘. © No. l48. Read the following letwr from S. N. WARD, Faq., Session Jadgc of Conq)bato;e, .
] ’ o to T. PYCROFT Esq. " Chief Secretary to (Government in the Judiciul Depaitment,
Fort Saint George, dated ,ZOLlJ July 1861, No. 7.

: In pursuance of the instructions contained i in the Proccedm gs of the ‘\iadrnp Governmenc
of the 25th June 1861, No. 817, I have the houor to state—

&

-1st. As regards the :ystem of pronslomng the Jail at Counbatnre durmg the time I have.
been in charge of it, that it has been to invite tenders, to be given in within a month of the date
of notice, and having at the expiration of that period ‘selected that most favorable to Govern-
\went, to causs the tenderer to onter into & Written contract bindinyg himself, under penaltics, to

1nxpply the several grains and condiments required for the use of the Jail at prices to bc
determined by the rates obtaining, for the time being, in the Coimbatore market,

1,

P

No doubt, could it have been managed, a fixed rate of so many measures for the Ru pee for

" each article would have been preferable, but it could mot. "Choliln is here the grain most
1argely used, and that supplied to the Jail, to be accepted, must be not only *“ garden cholum,”
but garden cholum of & kind far superior to that generally in use, or indeed pr(}curable,' and .
must have baen besides for some time, and yet not too long, in atore; and no trader here, owing |
to the peculiar nature of tho crop, to the losses attendant on storing it, and the uncertainty aa to -
ensuring & constant supply, can calculate beforehand the value of such grain with suflicient
certainty to warrant his binding himself to supply the Jail with it at fixed rates.
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- TRLAESE . 4

My choice therefore, as far as cholum is concerned, (and it is the fairness of thie pricea of' cho-

{um alone that is really here in question) has lain batween buying through the Prisons’ Officers and
storing in the Jail on Goerernment account, or accepting such & contract as that abuve dem.nbed

- and I feel counvinced that in choosing thc lattor 1 did right.
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In Februa.ry 1857, three tenders were tent in, viz., nguppn Chettv s, to qupply cholum'
at } of a measure above the Neruck; Ramasawmy Naick's, to supply it at 4; and Kristna
Chetty's, at 4}, whicb latter was accepted by my predecessor, Mr. Roupell ; but the contractor -~
baving in the month of October 1857, represented to me that owing to the failure of crops
throughout the district he would be unable to falfil his engagement, he was allowed for the months .
of October, November, and Docember in 1837, and unul May l&)B to supp]y at two measures
above the Neruck, - : :

-
In June 1858 there were f'ou.t.' offers, three given in within, and one (not taken into consi.
deration) aftor, the time allowed. Those presented in time were Kristna Chetty's (the last yéar's . |

contractor) at § measurs for cholum abore the Neruck, or } messure above the highest offer

; made ; Lingappa Chetty's at 1 measure for all articles; and Soobroya Chetty's at 3 measures

. ‘; ' for cholum, and } measure for rice and other articles.  But Linpappa Chetty baving (in com-
£
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petition) raised his tn 4 measures for cholum and | measure for rice, &c., and I\nstna Chetty .
bis to 5} measures for cholum and 1§ for rice, &c., the laticr as being the Bighest bid (and not
under the provision by which he engaged 1o givo 1

» 1+ measure* more than others which would have
N ~ made only 41), was accepted. . e

In May 1859, there was Lut one bid within the period ﬁxed iz “that of }\r]qtpg Chut
) . who repeated his former offer of } measure above any other competitor; bhut on being  culled
i upon to specify, named 2 megsures ahove the Neruck rates for cholum and for all other
[ ' those rates, which wasaccepted. Subsequently three other tenders wers wout ; in, one by Linguppa
Chetty, another by Chelleveragounden, and the third by . Munjappagutmd' m and ‘%nobrova
Pillay ; but they came too late to be taken into conmdernnon

(B3

articles at

In May 1860, Kristna Chetty alone came Torward vuth & tender at the hlbt y(nrs rates,
which was accepted

A 2nd. As re;zurds the prices "paid, tnd.the means taken to ensure their fairncés—That the
i ' standard by which the former have been regulated has throughout been the “ Neruck” - or
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‘ 1
. No doubt where the supply is so precarious, the losses from storing so great, and the stock which

- that of new and of every other article
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{7« Proceedings of the Madras Government, J udicial Department,” : mm Department,
;, » : . : 218t August 1861, ‘ , : : T e 915t August 1861.

e e e RO

. m—— e

JUNSENNSNNER e e

. 5 - - . ‘. . d u"thi' ym hm
general list published by the Revenue Authorities of the prices current for every ten days of - axion that notwithstanding all my endeavo » both

: . ' i tion in conel
each articls of consumption sold in the Coimbatore (Cusbah) Bazar. In what oflice this list is S 1 I may men

the old course, although *
I have been compelled to follow

‘Mg, to procure other terms,

made out I do not know; but a copy of it is sent to the Court monthly by the Taksildarin and on the Hills, to P

order that by it, the prices of such articles as way be required for its uge

the
| to any other standard than
poared _would agree to fixed rates or : fard tha b
didates &7 At ot now show a difference in 1ts prices,
‘ T | | go.:rkg‘;em&. I vt . t:i ;c::le?x: :t('):i'xl;wuru in the Rupee's worth; for now
Jail, may be Ch?cked or regulated. _ , ' w and ol;i zlcl’:!nun;; e o aholum goneraly. B s .gun (u. m‘d{ﬂ-h
. above) I consider to be s mistake, for there certainly & a difier-

holum, and that too no inconsiderable one I am inclined to

s

. Of course if contracts to supply tbe Jail at fixed rates could bave been obtained, there
would have been no necessity for depending upon such a list; but that, as I have said

" was (at least in the case of the ouly article regarding the price of which any uncertaint
" exist) impracticable, and therefore, since some criterion was absolutely required and
Officer in charge of the Jail [ had no other machinery at my disposal by which either to
or determine authoritatively what the proper rate ought to be in such aw
| contractors ; and as moreover I should not, considering my position as Civi
i to have put it in motionevenif [ had, I was glad to except (as I believe it is :
*" similar circumstances, unhesitatingly accepted) the * Sirkar Neruch" as ; Secretary to Gevernment,
" except as regards “ old cholum,” (though at first I thought the rates high : '
** lector to that effect) have T any reason to believe, nor does the Inspector General's Teport state, : ‘
! that during my time (or I may add during that immediately preceding it) the prices in those
¢ Nerucks, whether of grains or condiments, have been unfairly quoted; or that they have led to
" my paying, for any other arl.ic/le supplied, a price in excess of the real “mark
. at the time of supply, : ' ' ‘ -

& | In the case of old cholum, howevér, it is otherwise. 'What the resl difference in value » : ' . : ‘
* between the price of ordinary new cholum and the peculiar grain which we exact for the use of . - | ' .
. the Jail may be, ] have not even to this hour been able with any degree of certainty to determine, |

respectively, of ne .

'Lhe:c is but one pric® ;
thered from what 1 have mid

et : f:ce in the value of old and new ¢

sinco as !1 oce i |

ascertain ,

ay as to mtisfy the | . .

o i | - e The Government will await the explana

overy where, under - ‘

. : (SlgﬂOd) J. D. SIM,
my standard. Nor . - . '
and wrote to the Col-

above,
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N, 2lst August 1861, No. 1,057. . .
O e engh tion to be submitted by the Collector of Coimbatore.

et rates prevailing

-

i has constantly to be kept on hand so lsrge, it must be considerably more than the oge measure in ..
. the Rupee mentioned in the report.  Still it can hardly. I should think, amount to six, and yet
“in the Nerucks furnished during my time, with but a few exceptions where new cholum has not
" heen entered at all, and where fold has been at 5, 5%, 6}, and on two occasions at even
. 7 measures, the value of that difference is obscrvable between the prices affixed to new and those

% to old cholum; while formerly it would appear to have frequently been 12, 13 and 14,
} boe occnionﬁach to have reached as high as 16, 17 and 18 measures.
: o ‘
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. and on
. How or why this has come about I do not know ; ‘but of this there can be no doubt that
lj* upon, data and for causes with which I am unacquainted ; but which doubtless the Collector both
. ¢an, and will, satisfactorily explain in the report which I ses has been called for from him, such
- s difference has been proposedly maintained by the Revenue Authorities in their official Nerucks P
" while owing to the Neruck merely giving the prices of old cholum (in the same way as it doss
entered in it, whother used for Provisioning the Jail or not)
* instead of, s it ought, showing what that price was with, and what it was without, the deduction
“+'in question, it ‘was almost impossible for me to suspect, and still less to detect, the existence of °
"~ such a difference, as g rule, until the Takeed mentioned in the repori was alluded to in Neruck
for March last. . At any rate I did neither suspect nor deteet it, or I should certainly not have
, Wlowed Kristna Chetty to go from his contract in the latter part of 1857 and the beginning of
.~ 1808, even though thoss wers almost famine times herd; or have failed to make s searching

& ewquiry as to its equity instead of merely writiog to thy Collector'to complain vaguely of pricen,
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Bearing in mind therefore that there is

P : a réduction made in each (or nearly each) quotation
4 in the Nerucks of the value of six meas

ures in the Rupee's worth, tbe prices paid for old cholum
\ bave been . - T S "
{0 - In186T88.. . .. ‘.. .. Rupees..3,546 6 %4
L coo 186859 e L o, 954014 0
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Exd. T. O'Connor.
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