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. No. 80. Read the following letter from J. SILVER, Eaq,

"of 1860 ¢

T

Procecdings-ofthe Madras Government, thdicial Department,
‘ B ‘ lﬂth*Aungl'ﬁﬂi»‘\h o N

Magistrate of Tinnevelly; to
rt Saint George, dated £7th

T. PYCROFT, Esq,, Chief Secretary to Gon:mme'nt.
July 1861, No. £20. X

I have the honor to report that since the introduction of Act

' Arms aud Ammunition, no application has been received for licenses either to manufactare or

gell Saltpetre; but licenses have boen granted on application to parties, to soll Porcassion Cape,

Gunpowder, Shot, &c., and also Salphar. - Applications have been made and licenses granted to

respectable individuals for repairing and selling Fowling pi@, and for- importing Percussion

2. A case has now been roferred to me by the Acting Joint Magistrate, in 'mc:ﬂgdmz
parties are charged with having been in possession of seven Toolams of Saltpett_e* ]
Rupees 14, which is stated to have bron manufactured by them for sale, without s &eeme. B

3. In Sections V to XVI of the Act which relate to ¢ manufactare,” * mle, or keeping
or exposing for sale Arms and Ammunition, thct words .wd are ¥ Arms or Perct}mon] Capw,
Salphur, Gunpowder, or other Ammunition,” whllo' ?ocuom XVIIﬁgo. HXXIII which Te a.ée to
the ** import” and * transport™ of Arms and Ammaunition, have tl?e we, Armu Percussion up;,
Sulphur, Saltpeire, Gunpowder, or other Ammaunition. :I‘bul it is not ¢}, }; to me from.the word-
ing of the Act, and from the Orders of Government mued thereon, whether Section V has
referenca to ** Saltpetre,” although it forms one of the ingredients pf Gunpowder. :

4. [ therefore beg to be favored with the instructions of Government, as to whether parties
manufacturing or selling Saltpetre without & license, after the same has beon duly made known,

fal one; and so long as a strict supervision is exercised over the import and sale of Sulphur, in

addition to Arms snd Ammunition, it seems almost unnecessary to require parties totake out .

Licensos for the manufacture and sale of Saltpetre. _ .
]

5. I beg to forward copy of the letter from the Acting Joint Magistrate on this subject.
Mr. Kindersloy informs me, that to the best of his belief, no licenses were taken out for the sale
of Saltpetre in South Arcot, where he was lately employed. o :

From F. M. KINDERSLEY, Faq., Acting Joint Magistrate of Tinnevelly; to J. SILVER, Esq.»‘
Magistrate of Tinnevelly, dated Courtallum, 24¢h July 1861, No. 27. '

I bave the honor to request that you will favor me with your opinion as to whel‘;her parties
manufacturing or selling Saltpetre without a license are lisble to punishment under Act XXXI
>

2. Thave had two cases of this natare committed for trial befors me. The firat I bave
dismissed, cantioning the parties, as the quantity of Saltpetre found in their possession was exces-

sively small, only 16} palams of the value of between three and four Aunas, and also as what -

was found, seemed by its appearance to have been manufactured some timre ago.

3. In the second case, the quantity of Saltpetre is much larger, being seven Toolams of
the value of Rupess 14. The party himself soys, that he bought it for the purpose of reselling
it, some time ago. In neither case, does there appear to have been any attempt at conceslment ;
and if the parties have infringed the Regulations, it is I think through ignorance, and not from

any intention to evade the Law. I would thereforo recommend, that if any punishment be required,

it should be simply that of forfeiture of the Saltpstre seized.

4. Buot I am not clear from the wording of the Act, whether the ;;uiien are liable to any
punishment atall; and itis on this point that I request your opinion; meanwhile I have

~ remanded the second case, having taksn security from the party to appear when required.

5. In the Bections® which relate to the manufacture, sale, o keeping -
_ or exposing for sale of A) .us and Awaunition,# s words used are Arms or’

*¥Vit XFI.

i

are liable to punishment under the provisions of the Act in question, a3 the point seems a doubt- .
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Sections} which relate to émporé and trassport of Arms and Ammunition, T ﬁ |
hve the words * Arms, Percussion Caps, Sulphur, Satfpeire, Gunpowder, or other Ammunition.” : j /‘, f'//f/
“ 6. Sulphur is exceptiomlly treated also, Section XX especially authoriziny its de stention ; * ‘[{ . j gﬁ " W
therefore the mere fact of Saltpetre forming one of the ingredients of Gunpowder, as weil as- - & : f/d ®] < 2 —
Sulphur, would hardly be grounds for supposing that it comes under Section V of the Act - "" 1 i : i ‘% /4 2720 .
because Sulphur is mentioned therein, o »  ,{—— % ‘{ -
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