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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department
9th August 1860.
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Read the following papers :—
No.63. From Lieutenant Colonel H. COLBECK, Senior Magistrate of Police, to g
PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 28th J uly

1860, No. 9. :

In aceordance with the instructions contained in the Order of Government, dated 20th of
July 1860, No 909, in reference to two paragraphs ¢ five” and six” quoted from a letter from
the Advocate General to your address dated 14¢h July 1860, I have the honor to offer for the
consideration of His Excellency the Honorable the Governor in Council the following remarks
and proofs which T feel confident will fully exonerate me from the slightest imputation of blame
in the matter of the kidnapped children alluded to.

2. The cases came before me from the Office of the Commissioner of Police without any
instructive assistance whatever. They were merely entered as an ordinary nuisance case would be,
Syud Abdulla’s name appearing in the charge sheet as a * witness” and as such I proceeded to
take his deposition.

3. This deposition (in my own hand-writing) 1 have the honor to forward.

4. T did not send Syud Abdulla’s deposition to the Clerk of the Crown together with the
others, as it was a mere negative and perfectly valueless ; and it has been the universal custom
pursued both by Mr. Edward Elliot and other Magistrates (under instructions from the Judges)
not to bx:rden the Proceedings in cases with useless papers.

5. Until the perusal (yesterday) of the Advocate General’s remarks I was not in any way
aware that Syud Abdulla had made any “ statements” whatever ; neither do I know at this
moment what is alluded to. If Syud Abdulla made any deposition or statement at the Office of
the Commissioner, such deposition or statement should most certainly (as is usual) have been put
into my hands which would have been considerably strengthened by such assistance, and the
result might have been the committal of Syud Abdulla to take his trial asan accessory to the
Felony. But as the cases appeared before me as shown by the rough depositions (taken in my
own hand) enclosed, not one word of mentionwas made of the name of Syud Abdulla to justify
his committal by me.

6. If the Police Officers have acted unworthily and made depositions here, varying with
their evidence in the Supreme Court, or their statements before the Commissioner, they should
be made strictly to account for their conduct, as it is thus that the Magistrates are constantly
hampered and involved in serious difficulties as pointed out by me on more than one occasion to
the Government. If in fact they have deposed upon the trials that the children were found in
the house of Syud Abdulla (as the Extract from Mr. Smyth’s letter would infer) and in their
depositions before me have sworn that the children were recovered from the house of Thoyer
Saib, it will show in what jeopardy the liberty of the sabject is placed, and how the Magis-
trates may suffer by their misconduct,

No. 64. From Colonel J. C. BOULDERSON, Commissioner of Police, to T. PYCROFT
Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 31st July 1860, No. 85'

W.'i_th r?ference .to t!me Order of Government of date 20th instant, No. 909, Judicial Depart-
ment, in which allusion is made by Mr. Advocate General Smyth to certain cases of child stealing,
in which one Syed Abdoollah residing in Ausum Khan's garden, Triplicane, was concerned ; i 7
have the honor to forward copy of the Charge Sheet sent to the Magistrate, in which you will
find the name of the said Syed Abdoollah entered as one of the witnesses, and his name was so
entered, because, when before me, there was in my opinion no sufficient evidence to sustaina
charge of kidnapping against him, then forthcoming.

No. 65. OrDER THEREON, 9th August 1860, No. 998.

There is no doubt that Syed Abdoolah was forwarded by the Police to the Royapettah Police
Court as a witness in the cases of kinnapped children which were tried at the last Sessions.
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(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary,
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