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Proceedings of the Madras Government, J udicial Department,
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Read the following papers:—

No. 196. From E. B. THOMAS, Esq., Magistrate of Coimbatore, to T.PYCROFT, Esq.,

Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 27th June 1860, No. 31.

I beg to forward for consideration of Government, or the Sudr, a letter from my Assistant
Mr. Nesbitt dated 22nd instant, No. 118, Something does seem needed on the Hills, though it
is a difficult subject on which to legislate perhaps.

From W. S..NESBITT, Esq., Assistant Magistrate, to E. B. THOMAS, Esq., Magistrate of

Coimbatore, dated Ootacamund, 22nd June 1860, No. 118,

A matter productive of much evil here is the entire absence of any law to control domestic
<ervants in their conduct towards their employers. A servaut is at present at liberty to leave
his master or mistress at any moment he chooses, and thereby occasion an amount of annoyance,
or even injury, for which he can make no reparation. Manifold illustrations might be given by
which such results can be produced, but the most familiar which may be taken (by way of
example) are those of a cook employed in families where are invalids, and there are many such,
or children, depending for health on the punctual execution of his duty, ora horse-keeper or
other servant, entrusted with valuable cattle, suddenly walking off and leaving them vnfed and
uncared for. The European community here intend, I believe, petitioning the Legislative Council
to grant an Act to rectify this evil, but as it will take time to procure such, and the grievance in
the meanwhile increases, 1 beg to suggest your soliciting from Government that some limited

powers may be granted to me to check the evil uatil an Act is passed.
# No. 13 of 1859. Two Acts,* which have been passed within a recent period, clearly
No. 9 of 18060. introduced the principle that certain classes of persons who voluntarily
undertake the execution of labor shall be compelled to perform the
came. The whole class of Public Servants also, although no specific Act exists in reference to
them, are yet under restrictions as to continuing in, or quitting their duties, even though they
may be entitled to leave. The primary consideration to which they must yield being the exi-
gencies of the public service. Although no specific agreement, at least written one, is made
with a domestic servant, yet the mere fact of his offering himself for service, implies his
willingness and intention to execute what may be required of him, otherwise he would not
be at all hired. I consider therefore that without any hardship being entailed on them, domestic
servants might be placed in a similar footing in regard to their employers, and for this purpose
I would propose the following rules : —

1. That no servant shall quit his service without leave, or giving a month’s notice. 1f
he does, he shall on refusal to return thereto by order of the Magistrate, be liable to forfeit
a month's pay besides a fine of Rupees 20 or 2 months’ imprisonment with simple labor in jail.
If however he pleads and proves having received any serious maltreatment from his employer,
or having been subjected to an unreasonable amount of deductions having been made from
his wages, he shall be absolved from all such liabilities. I would wish it to be distinctly
understood that whenever a charge of desertion was brought against a servant, the Magistrate
should always first ascertain, whether such desertion had been occasioned by the proceedings of
'h-is employer, or was merely the result of the servant’s own caprice and whim to give annoyance.
Should the Local Government consider the powers applied for, cannot be granted except by
Legislative enactment, 1 would suggest the advisableness of the matter being submitted to the

Supnreme Government,
(True Copy)
(Sigred) E. B, THOMAS,

AE ynsedem?




Proceedings of l/ze“;[adras Government, Judicial Department,
3lst July 1860,

No. 195, From H. D. RAE, Esq., Secretary to the
Secretary to Government, Fort S

held on the 11th instant, to forward to

of the Proceedings of that Meeting; and at the same

the Resolutions which were adopted : my present obj
acquainted with the feeling that exists here, regard
labours, than to suggest the remedies that ma
the Committee trust to be allowed the o

that effect.,

Q

2. On the general terms of the Iy

in their view of the matter, the fraud, th

this station,
and the inefficiency of the Police,

3. With reference to the 2nd Resolution,
the extortion and difficulty complained of owe

the employment of irresponsible men as Maistr
possess a virtual monopoly,

in the duty

arrangement that has establish

abuses, the
part of the

give the assurance to Government
their own knowledge, shows that
give or withhold means of moveme
coolies on the hills and at the
1t passes through their hands ;.
the Committee where gray
Coimbatoor,

the matter,

Meeting and their own observa
and to the foot of the ghauts ]
requiring in an especial degre
ment the great urgency for a
as strangers from thisand other P
privations, delay and inconvenien

while some

from the interference of the Mai

4. Before addressing Goy
desired to solicit the fayor of bei

mittee believe, in 1855,) by the Aq
other stations,

The Committee would desire to
any useful modifications, ang:
sanitarium has peculiar requ;
very generally averse o
sanitaria here are alw
Neilgherries ; and, in

of the worst

5. With reg

condition- of

therein complained of,

of assisting trave

return to the Cutwal
Maistries might be in

nt and
foot of

The Committee w

tions have

n immediate
ce from
old and permanent

stries,
ernment

Vocate
for the passing of.

sort—men who are unable to

ard to the 4th Resokhuti
a Military Cantonment caq b

The expression of
Hers, results from its be
ed the Maistries ;

while further,

e and formal charges. against them, preferred to the Magistrate of
because of his averre

ould beg to explain, in this questi

were suffered to pass unnoticed,

eading to them ; effici
e to be provided ;

residencies, |

residents are

an Act to reguly

accompany thejyp Master
ays more or Jesg depend
consequence of s,

Committee, to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief
Saint George, dated Qotacamund, 80th June 1860,

" : <3 3o a is station
I am requested, by the Committee appointed at a Meeting of the inhabitants of this station,

1gel Now . exed co Y
you, for submission to Government, the annex ]

eft, and disorde

transport ;
the gh

reference o

)
remed

beir

specially on the sub
ng furnisheq wit

h the co
Generg)

on of the Meeting,
€ reverted to, byt

t Resolution the Committee w

s to these Hills,
ant for servants ¢
Oolacnmund has becom
Procure service ip any o

time to offer a few remarks on certain of
ect being rather to make the Govmmm:‘nt
ing evils under which the community
y be applicable to them; but, at some futurfe date,
pportuxiity of offering specific recommendations to

ould only obserse that,

tly conduct of the domestic servants of
» are mainly due to the working of the Abkuree Department,

the Committee beg to state that, in their opinion,.
their aggravated character in a great degree to
ies, who act under Government sanction, and
a desire to see the re-employment of the Catwal,
ing felt that such is preferable to the new

and that, if it can be guarded from former
agency would be beneficial.

definitely multiplied, but, it

that what has been brought
the inhabitants,

Instances of misconduct on the
will suffice for the Committee lu
under their notice, and is within

on the one hand, are quite at their mercy to-
and that, on the other, the general body of
auts do not dare to seek or accept service unless
in regard to their irresponsibility, a case is befora

d.deficiency of jurisdiction in
on, that the Resolution of the

uly to arrangements on the hills, and from-
ent means of,

locomotion to the latter places

and they would therefore represent to Govern-

¥ being applied for {he present state of things,
adies and invalids,

1g at the mercy of {}
precluded from

are exposed to the most serious.
lese irresponsible functionaries ;
making their own arrangements

ject of the 3rd Resolution, T am

Py of the Draft Act framed (the Com-
» in connectjon with

te the relations betwe
Draft Actin question mi

petitions from this and
en Master and Servant.
ghit be susceptible of
neral Meeting. This
estics in the plains are
and visitors, therefore, to the
n the Native residents of the
e the great centre for domestics
ther station in the Presidency.
it is of course impossible that the
the expression of feeling by the

>

a

A
N
it

i

s i
ings of the Madras Government, Judicial Departmen

" s
s 31s¢ July 1860.

. t some
e nity generally tha
s showing the deep conviction of thedc:lmltni‘: wgulg be greatly better
- 4 o . a
Meeting is to be ta"\en;:isting evils requires to be imposed, z§n 1introduced than to see a con-
ey diecy 10 4 eQwer of the Military Bazaar Regu:lauotns el
ummary p ; Ak e vet and extortion. »
sgdgave the Sl resent immunity for gross miscond 11 the attention of Government to
Voeshs the Committee would respectfully ca i ‘1 Lo o il Do ke v,
ion loyed throughout,
6. In conclusi : The language employ 2 e e
solutions. hat it was no m
the general tenor e I:ftee can confidently assure Gove.rnfnenttatte of matters excited, very
is strong ; but the Comf"nthat indignant feeling which the existing s
Yo ression o
deliberate exp

paturally, in the public breast.

of Messrs. Framjee,
Meeling of the Inhabitanis of Ootacamuhd, held at the rooms of
1 leelin
I”"’“’e‘i”’y’;’/é’o‘ :: M’;nday the 11th of June 1869,
an . ‘

' y l 4 Il”el‘.
n

() ] '1 3 4 ” d l ‘ l
James uc 1[0!10!Iy, Sq 3 18 calle to ‘ e nair | ‘

% . "
i ve Native mind by recen
X .']‘er. wing to an undoubtedly erroneous impression pro‘(hxcedr:.:nt -:ed ot ayrti .
hatdo pm ding u ity the amount of extorticn p by lab taﬁte "
e of pieri 4 i nts, has caused a s
oy mc‘:—' }" lence .frau'd and’ drunkenness of domestic servants, d
ence,
1 others, and the inso : : 17
sl : t’Ootacamund that is absolutely intole .b
P Carried unanimously. Gl
1I.—Proposed by A K. W. Lascelles, Esq., and seconded by D
N —_— rop r
REsoLUTION 11, | ;
‘ i rery irable that a table of rates o
<3 medy the extortion complained of, it seems very dlescu:l\l; Phegrsssguiaohdhongicd
o tohwl s m i d from time to time by the lo u y. g to .he
| : lsnsue i ies, the weight to be carrie
| o isne ahn i transport coolies, th
gt in respect of carrying or e odf
o mb"“r' e . ; t further as the sy m.
;’“S““g vah«;elo“:" e t.o’ be consumed should also be fixed ,f and(.i ::awor e pemicwu
57 : i d, has been foun n 3 .s
4 5 e ntly introduced, : k g
istri tractors, recently 4 \ oo
cooly maistries or c}?:uld be ;bolished, and the Cutwal be again autllor zeiendt i rlmrdsshis gl
o e d thérs under such restrictions as may appear sufficient n
ine coolies and o s g gency
procuring \
n m abuse. . ' o
S i i Carried with two.dissentient voices. R
| — | | » Lieutenant *Colonek
II.-P posed by H D. Rae, Esq., and seconded by
AN Io .
RESOLUTION .
: i result from the gross mis-
- provide against the present injurious consequ‘enctes t::mcte R A
o md m\'O\‘“ i fair and impartial Law ought to b d b. fl\‘he oncd
e i he cognizance o i e
Loty ;_s‘:‘: hould b,rinv.the relation between them under th g
: whnica s 5
Servant, and ¥

authority. Corried unanimously.

: d by Colonel Freeman.
s o e s B £ secondlzl ; Regulations into
3 N Clpeci 3 ey ar
RESOLLTIO? I onsidered that the introduction of the l\hlu;:iribsazzted]y ot o
That while n°ls- cecoxlstitution as a Military Cantonment, w;)u.cx‘isting o i o
Qotacamund, and. ’t;; eting is, that such would be preferable to the
ini X inhabitants.
the opinion of t.h«:jsize secu!;it)' and comfort to the‘lnhabl_tan g )
B T Carried with three dissentient voices. B £ SR
e %
V.—Proposed by Colonel Miller, and seconded by th
: ¢ V.—Pro
RESOLUTION V. » 5
i lony, Mr. Rohde, Majo
Blenkinsop. . be appointed consisting of Mr. Ouchterlony
tee ¢
That a Commit

N I Jadfiel?, Mr. Rae;
\) I d, N 'S olonel” Hadfiel?t, M
Mr. Dawson, Co
W 1 1scellcs, Reverend” Mr. ugard, i
'apsh’nre, MY, La s




-

Proceedings of the Madras Gavcrnmcﬁt‘,‘ Dkl Dt

udicial Departmen:,
Slst July 1860,
’VWVVWWW\M_,M_M:-/VV
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Carried unanimously.
Resorutiox VI.—Proposed by Licutenant Colonel Hadfield, and seconded by Major
Ussher,

That the inhabitants present at the Meeting pledge themselyes (and will do their best
endeavours to prevail on others to do the same) not to give employment to any one, whether
dou}estlc servants, artificers or others, without having received a verbal or written charscter from
their last employers.
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and to Messrs. Framjee

(Signed) J, OUCHTERLONY,

Chairman.
(True Cup}' ¢ ',‘,

(Signed) H. D. RAE,

Secretary to the Commilttee.
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Hogh paszengfz;s i?:baﬁ:)re t(; ply between that place and Ootacamund to the great benefit of all
organized at L0 ;
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