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Proc_eeding: of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,

- _ 20th July 1860. .

No. 117. Read the following letter from E. B. THOMAS, Eaq., Collector and Magistrate of
Coimbatore, to T. PYCROFT, Eaq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Sai
George, dated 6th July 1860, No. 34. "
I bad written to Govemm.ent on the 28th June, No. 32, on the subject on whici1 Pro-
ceedings® of Government, 27th June 1860, No. 804 reached me
this day. I must beg leave atill to refer to the pape;l now sent
in self defence and in appeal, against Mr. Rohde's statements. ,

L

¢ Crossing miRe.

2. The Inspector assumes ln.d imputes to me * evils, and interforence with the prisoners,”
and plainly infers, that my direction of them had been *prejudicial to discipline, and hard

lsbour.”
8. I canoot as a public Officer of 34 years' standing, and who has for 10 years, with the

concurrence of 3 Session Judges, and all the District Engineers, worked the prisoners of the
Jail, carefully, systematically, and usefully, sit down under such an imputation. Whether I, as

Magistrate and Collector, am allowed any convict labour or not, as heretofore, is a matter of

minor consequence ; and I shall of course bow to whatever Government may deem best on that

on the principle of ¢ audi alteram partem,” I do request the Government to review

peint, but .
assed i this case, and relieve me from the imputations laid on me by the Inspector
»

what has p
and adopted by the Government, I must suppose on his report.

4 When two public Officers differ in their view of matters, and a reference to higher
I submit that both views should go up, fully and fairly, as I distinctly reguested
I think should have been done. I cannot discover, or think, from the pre-
sent Order (paragraph £) that such has been the case, if it has, I am content, if not, I would
Government to hear my statement as well as the Inspector’s. I do not accuse him of
intentional misstatement, but I must distinctly sasart, that Mr. Rohde came to an erroneous
and entirely incorrect view, from a very hasty and cursory examination. If Government, after
a perusal of the correspendence, see 1o roason to mudify their present Order, I have nothing
more to say; but can only feel, that I have, for 10 years, performed a very troublesome and
useful duty, with very little thanks ; and have been relieved of it, by the Inspector, (who has,
though long on the Hills and in the District, never before found amy fault), in & somewhat

uncourteous and summary manner.

authority is made,
Mr. Rohde, and as

request

s of the Inspector General of Jails, dated Coimbatore, 2nd April 1860, No. 143.

llector of Coimbatore, to the Session Read letters noted in th i 3
Fm:dlh‘g;;ed 29xd March 1860, No. 80. portions of d oo bt fom?mg
J g;;.', o S udge of Coimbators, to the |} correspon ence between the Sessions
F'E’szm 1t o 28k March 1860, No. 14. udge of Coimbatore and Mr. Thomas the
) . Collector, relative to the withdrawal of the
¢ Not s0. I worked them chiafly in & large gangs. Convicts from minor® works and their employ-
(Signed). E. T. ment in one large gang as directed by the

Inspector’s Proceedings of the 29th February,

Proceeding

In Mr. Thomas' letter under review, he complains that in accordance with the Inspector
General's Proceedings, prisoners whom he had been allowed

' Iwcuhdlo“"”'b them. through .the ct.)urtesy of Officers in charge of the Jail, to
employ on various works, had been withdrawn, and he intj-

.. intention of appealing to Government unless he be permitted to retain on such work

as he may choose at least 36 Convicts.

ke, bus request £. Mr. Thomas has assumed that he has a right to the

oﬁmlmrm’ and consider- disposal of the Conrvicts, founded, it would appear, on the

fion. concessions of the late and present Sesaions Judges, who he
get rid of this portion of their duties, he further expresses his willingness to

re glad to
;t;::.t;: Cognvic“ in future under any rules that may be laid down, ‘

mates b
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Peats, Withont one worgec:fummli
exp
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¢ value of his "
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§ T think " myw:;mh:m;l)loying the Convicts, Mr. Thomas says it was
| Not the .40 "qnlinmd’ wi PPector General of Jails to mako himself
whose Ord::‘:;:‘ Jldg" 3 ith the facts as a”cgcd l,y him.

ul the T,
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ere Vithdraipy, or, on 5. (l’nrngrnph 8) Mr. Thomas further
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6. M Ward i 1- i
ard in hi, reply of 1he 25 Withdraw,] of the Coavicts.

. Thomay’
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ith at ¢ d
h ut L .
vict labor, the Tespect; mas, Mr. Way Pr{) W MAintaining the reads ahout the station would
Poscs to Arrange with Lim for their repair by eon”
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tained ive Omcc"". and Officers in charge being main
Inspector—be further poiu(td out

. mal .. .
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. also ;
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0 Lr from the wippg oo o 2Ot time gg o *° Withdrawn, and (hog Mr. Thomas being ab*"
$ 4 misior, A el h“ing been .:‘d':’]ll!ncatc further on the sul‘:jc;t he also showed that
after it. ' ¢y reached me pr()ceeding. :; :hnd “ without one word of official DOticc"" the
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
20tk July 1860. a:

the Inspector had repeatedlyq noticed to Mr. Ward instances
9§ None such ever mads t;’y};‘; of laxity and disregard of the Jail Rules, and on enquiry had
and n;):.e ?' 'I:T:C‘:’Eedl'mn to ascertained that this was owing, in a great measure, to the
:«;‘icc thm";? parties detached from the Jail, being placed at the disposal of
irresponsible® persons, he was well aware that Mr, Thomas

valuedt the occupation afforded him and forbore to prohibit
. . the continuance of the system until be counld ensure a profita-
1 f‘;-:.'“mptw” of the Inspec ble employment of the prisoners under circumstances that
would facilitate the enforcement of the Jail Rules, for Convicts
at labor, in their integrity : his proceedings of the 29th February speak for themselves, the Rules
enactsd at Chittoor, and which Mr. BRobinson the I'mpector General of Mofussil Police hud
reported to work well, were extended to all Jails to which the new Police system was introduced.

® Ses my reply.

12. Extracts from the Proceedings referred to, defining the extent to which the interfer-
) ence of Executive Officers waa allowed, were furnished to the

Chief Engineer for general application. There was nothing
personal in the orders, and it was to be expected that Mr.
uld have seen the propriety of the arrangement which he has called in question

None reached me.

instead of making it the subject of comment,

18. Mr. Thomas must be well aware that the Inspector General of Jails’ authority is, in
his own. Department, of equal force with that of the Board of Revenue or of the Sudder Court,
' in their respective Departments, and that neither Mr. Ward

3 The Magistrale kad no auch any other Officer in charge of a Jail could lawfully disobey}
instructions received from him in respect of the prisoners
under their charge.

wish. .

14. That Mr. Thomas was not treated with any disrespect or discourtesy in the orders
having been carried out, as asserted by him, swddenly and without official notice, is evident from
the copy of the Inspector General’s proceedings having been

§ Afterwards. furnished§ to him officially, even if many demi-official letters
which passed, are ignored. The Inspector General himself

replied to a note of Mr. Thomas on this very subject on the 2nd of last month, the subject was
freely spoken of before Mr. Thowas, His Excelleucy the

Mr. Ward acted only on the o —o being present and Mr. Ward must be acquitted of

Iupclctf:r;}f;j"’s':"'ioszd;f any discourtesy to Mr. Thomas in the matter.
complain

15. As for Mr. Fraser's connection with the transaction, he had nothing to do with it,
further than in having unconsciously suggested a work which the Inspector General at once saw
would afford a most favorable opportunity,|| ata convenient
crisis, for combining a strict enforcement of Prison discipline
with most useful labor of the kind best suited to Convicts, and
this to an extent rarely attainable, and it was at the Inspector
General's request that the District Engineer consented to
employ the Convicts.

They are simply doing what

i myy}mu always dons wnder
the Magi.:lralc——wo‘fb on
Tank Bund.

16. Mr. Thomas must remember that howevér desirable

€ I must desur to suck expres- ., may be to carry oat his projects,§ the executive in these

sions. I have mo ** projects. matters now rests not with the Magistrate but with the District
d that the obtaining of the services of the Convict is of very minor importance, as
compared with the rigid enforcement of discipline, The
Judgeshad it is true in the absence of any large work permitted®
the Magistrate to direct the labors of some of the prisoners, &
voluntary undertaking the execution of which was as the pre-
sent enquiry has lhown,.in the Magistrate's absence, delegatedt

) to's peon or butler,

Engineer, an
* Reguesied.

- 4 Utterly & mistake.



WA A SRR W ey e

L

Procaeding: of the Madra, Government Tady
20¢A July 1860,

I Thave in wain 7. The Inspector il i
tor g ame a:;kedthlnpcc- of irregularities which l?eez:if‘ld::r;l:l:;‘to‘o o
. ! put a stop to,
8¢3 enquiry he must say that he is
t the work on which Mr. Thomas
were altogether such as could be
said that the disregard$ of the Jail

Rules consequ
. ent on such em
induced hiy remonnnnceCh Ployment had more than ouce

18.  Mr. Thomas having no lawfy)

§ None were infri.gd_l“ Mr.
Rokde point them out.

connexion with the Jail . .

all the | , i » W28 necesaarily ignored|| in

N Though taking the trouble for cllim:d :: rector's Proceedings, indeed the extent to which he
10 yoars 1 _ tnterfere, was not known to the Inspector till Mr.

pointed ont ¢ M, Tho i i
| i . mas demi-officially on
employ them on the Principal roads in ang abou::hf(:::ce lﬂ[‘:ngument., \f b intimation was to
. wn, the duty, ag the Ing
s pector understands
: District Engi
. W ngineer; the same
mten!:lom A3 expressed in the close of his lotte:ro;:mlzst‘l’]hne misunderstood Mr, Fraser's
© Z3th ultimo, op this poi i
s point ; it will be
°cf whether the roads in and about the

o . L’agi.tnte LY .
g in his ! »and if in the former case, it
own hand,, Whichever Offcer is in charge, to'him

R0. When the Inspector Goner 1
0}“’. be' Was not aware tha't M, Thomumh:-i.ut:)ln;o distinoy

and in the Office of the Conservator of Fo
ment of convicts in thiy res o~

21. The Inspector Genera) regrets that the

t the Sessions or Subordinate Jud
I haoe before said this is entirely on ror, which o the responsible Officer at the Zillah Station
the Inspecior shoald Ravh ascertained bofors 1 TS4POCt of all prisoners i the Zillah Jail
assuming. The delegation of duties by the Judge to a
Magistrate ang by th i
of private 4 Y that Magistrate to a Deloyet
' . ervant cannot be permitted.

22. If Mr. Thomas atill desires to refe; his demand to Government, it wil] be £ arded

23. . A copy of‘theoe Proceedings will be furnished to the Sessions Jud ith ‘h“"' ,

that he -'l" cfommumute the same to M, Thomas and ascertain from higﬁ : ¢ TCQUctlt
wishes his elaim forwarded to Government or wof, ™ whether he aill

(Sigoed) J. ROHDE,

Ootacamunp, Orrice or INspxcTOR Inspector Genral Jf Jails
Ner -] ars.

GxNgraAL oF JarLs,
9tk April 1860,

To the Sessions Judge of Coimbators, '
(True Copies.) .

. ' (Signed) E. B. THOMAS,
' . . Magistrate,

<

_Such as ' anomolows position

— ———
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From E. B. THOMAS, Esq., Magistrate of Coimbatore, to S. N. WARD, Esq., Session Judge
of Coimbatore, dated 14th May 1860, No. 114,

1. Though unwilling to prolong any discussion that can be properly avoided, Mr. Rohde's

i. (f rwided in your letter of 21st ultimo, No. 15,) compel me to notice some errors into
rc;m; the (’Impector General of Jails has fallen ; I regret that Mr. Rohde should have allowed
whic

himself to write on imperfect information acquired in his short and hurried visits to Coimbatore.

2. I must demur to the light in which the Inspector General, I think unfairly, puts the

« withdrawing the convicts from minor works ;" they have always been employed by me

case, "Wl wing in useful and important works, and usually in
and all the works large gangs, as I have already shown in my

several District former letters, what Mr. Rohde means by “ the

anomalous poaition I had through laxity been

" I do not understand. In 7 Districts I have served in, the Magistrate and

of convict labour at his command, without involving, so far as

One road at your own request,
with the concurrence of the
Engineers.

permitted to assume, .
Collector had always a portion
I am aware, either laxily, or anomaly.

-~

Mr. Rohde’s 8th para. I ﬁuo only to remark, that I entirely deny and disclaim
3. ' To ) "l » in the matter, and request yourself or the Inspector to point owt such ; and
any ¢ bitter feeling and unfounded imputation. I would also beg an explanation of

unfair
Ifmul:ttd:tz:::h?r;:e;nintcrfenuce" is intended. In reference to para. 9 and other parts on
of wha

: 1 at. that no official or private intimation reached me, till after the
th.e same Po":-t’t;emﬁ::nyer:.ep‘lt’is true I was absent on Jamabundy, but that only caused the
.zlti)d:}‘;‘ld:y" mgl think a longer and more courteous notice was dus to me, after 10 yesrs

y

charge of, and trouble taken with, the convicts.

ust again demur to the anwarranted description of my  assump. -

. s In' replayrto P;:; l%h{,llll; gnlgt:litoul." I cannot admit the right or grownd of either
tion of motives ‘xc. r tgo ase such terms, I wholly deny and demur to them. I dealas I have
m;:::: I have nothing to do with motives, nor did I impute any. To the
Tnspector’s 11th para. I am sorry again to demur.

"—bitter feeling— [ deprecato these vague, indefinite, genernal
“ wmanthorized interference —* ‘ﬁ‘,fo_"zw".' a: terms used ; and I eald on yourself or the In-
the di [ of trresponst P,‘;’f;,'_“ if::;ol- spector to particularixe, and prove, the instances
discipling infringed”— /%’3 Rales §¢.” of laxity or disregard of Jail Rules. I am
larities”—* disregards o, not aware of amy; and also how and when
. at the disposal of irresponsible persons,” not a single work
“ parties from the Jail '::] [::,:,dal and daily direction. I must beg leave to doubf if the
I'nent on b:; ;n_(ll'el’ :{' his single work at Ootacamund, as frequently and regularly as I did
spector of Jails v eable atmosphere of the plains. As to my **valuing the occupa-
n.ll mine, in thenle.?th'f";mpectw of Jails means to infer, (and I cannot see what elszs he
tion afforded me,” 1 usement to me, [ beg to assure him his assumption is a mistake—
iniends), that it was mt:nurly a very troublesomo duty, which neither of the Session Judges

that it was, on the con Jail Rules, I would beg to ask infringed, by my

. rtake. How were asy .
was anxious to n:g:nvic:?'O far as I am aware, they were, (as then in force,) strictly and

employment of th The Chittoor Rules referred to, I havo mever seen: I am not aware of any
cu-efully ?dhered to. . ing—that some change was proposed, I learnt only from a private note
demi-official l‘ettel'l ‘P‘:'mf’ but that any sach entire and abrupt withdrawal was intended, in the
of. Mr. Ward's, at tﬁ ‘i.hed works, I by no meaxs understood or expected. Some conversation
midst of several un DRohde and His Excellency the Governor, to which I was not a party, bat
passed between Mr.t.he new arrangement would be carried out in the manner the Inspector has
had I thomght that I should certainly have appealed tkes to His Excellency, and elicited, I

::io:k‘,h:::b;t:s:i::ﬁon than I bave now experienced from the Inspector of Jails.

yourself or the I
said before, with
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W
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currence, the men doing the work of & pair
of Buliocks, I reals ]

1r

“mployed on Tank Bunds and Roads, t::"

xed for thg Jail nearly PToper and legitimate employment—and I o
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Judge, to show ONE wseless work done, | object to the Pagss and wnfair ferms and designa et

used, without-a single proof or fact ip any single case, That the executjon of any work was ¢ ]

delegated to any Peon or Butler, [ diltinctly and offi¢; every work was carefully '“P‘:c

intended by myzelf ; as the Sesrion Judge at least knows, ang Previous to any temporary absen .
in the District, | always pointeq out to the uropean Jailor, and the Jail Duffadars, more wor

than could be done ‘ere | returned—t,, only

b}
or
Use made of any Peoy of mine, was to place 2

ds for
. old angd trustworthy ones, as """f‘ gu ;lr-,;.m
my Superintendyy,, safety.sake, ang to repeat o the Jail Du

Jained
(Conllmtly changing) any work I had expls
Personally,

200 Rupees,

Not a single escape under
has occurred in |Q years,

I haee
Tospector, | have only to observe, that
82210 now, ¢}, Inspector to
that challeng

eady deprecateq.

d-
na
thow or prove ene u..,lt“ (:ir :.gud
€ except by the indefinite 8D

- ngraph 18 is ap instance of the
call on the Impecto

. f writing- I
tbove indefinite and vague manner o

I to show whq « interferencen

one or the other, |

fan . at any timei
oitit it out, y rem‘énmfnff from Lhe‘lmp(cto‘r._ o
8. P“‘S’“Ph 19, whethey o
a point, I be

I
tthey (19 only) haye |,
but this is

ues,
about watering topes and "ﬂ;d,'"
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l but his tong is 30 disparaging gndl'hﬁguve in reality
. yself from blame ang ion, where .
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(M'r. Rohde can n?t me right if | err, by a reference to records), discovered or noticed 1 ey
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me and
orge Birg

blervaticm his sho
*“ delegation” iy

The
. . ke.
en M 10 Coimbatore, have led him to make Iy
ara h 2 ¢ " . ' antire
deny. Parngraph 21, *nd the ¢ demang 10 paragraph 22, 1 must beg leave

9. In refe

: T I‘CPU'

Ph 23, and your letter No. l5.52:1:rnmﬂnt'

his Proceedings) a reference to 4 Collector

' on 3 POim-l“ht, whether as Magistrate an 36 out
of conyict labor in (he station, (Il asked °',"y do with

otk them Under the gy Police Rules, and baving nothing to 1o whet
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