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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Jwdicial Depariment,
¢ 11tA July 1860. |

Read the following letter from E. B, THOMAS, Esq., Collector and Magistrate
 of Coimbatore, to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
George, dated Coimbatore, £8th June 1860, No, 82..
1. Though unwilling to trouble Government with references, if I can avoid it, I have no
other course open to me on the present occasion, as I bave appealed to the Inspector General

of Jails in vain.

e

No. 55.

2. T have for 10 years, with the concurrence of 3 Session

Mr. G. Bird. Judges, directed, usefully and carefully, the convict labor at
g: R;;P‘du. ® Coimbatore; no one else caring to take that trouble. Thers
. . is not a tank bund, or road, or other public work in or near

Coimbatore, that has not been so repaired or improved under me. The whole of the convicts-
exddenly and entirely, removed from me, leaving several half finished works on

have been lately,
mv hands, and the prisoners entirely employed under the Engineer.
3. To their being worked by the District Engincer T make not the alightast objection,
though I believe it is likely to last two years, on a p_)roject, which I think both unadvisable and
needless, but ¢Aa¢ I bave referred to the Chief Engineer, and it does not touch the point I am
now desirous for orders upon. I desiro oply to know, Ist, whether as Magistrate and Collector,-
with many wseful works on band, to which the District Engi-

T asked, very moderately (aftst neer has mnot time to attend, I am not entitled to ask for a
having h;d the wbol;ffg 01.2 portion of the convicts; and, ndly, whether I am not at libert,
zfca;;gon yonegamg v provided all Jail and Police Rules are carefully attended to,
to use such convicts on such public work as my own discretion

and judgment may direct.

4. With the discipline and guarding of the convicts, of course I have nothing to do. [
distinctly said to Mr. Rohde I would conform to any Rules the now Police required, but as I
have always kept up the station roads, with the District Engi-

neer’s ooncurrence,- and done many other most useful works
here, I think I am entitled on public grounds (leaving all-
Jocal and personal ones out of the quuticfn) to have, as hitherto, the aid of at least a portion of
] now in the Jail; and that I may be safely entrusted with working

the large body of convicts
them, wsefully. Ido consider that the Imp?cmr General of Jails has acted hastily, and treated
me very ancourteously, in removing them in the way he has done; but I waive all personal’

discussion, and only request Government orders on the two points asked above,
5. To show that I have P"_"iou'lf appealed to Mr. Rohds, I add an extract from a cor-

In which ke still concurs.

respondence on the subject.

Extract of a letter from the Magistrate, to the Session Judge of Coimbatore, dated 14¢h May
1860, No. 114.

.
* g TIn reference to the Inspector’s last paragraph £3, and your own letter No. 15 ondes
reply, I do request (unless the Inspector see fit to modify his proceedings) a reference to
Government, as requested in my former letter to you, on three points; 1at, whether, as Magistrate
and Collector, I am not entitled to at least & portion of convict labor in the atation (I asked
only 86 out of 276), I andertaking to worl‘: them under the new Police Rules, and having =oth;
to do with their discipline; £od, whether if wo allowed, I &y or may not use my own discw'
tion as to what public work best to employ them on, and, 3rd, whether Government doen, :i:;
sanatory cleansing of a large populous town an unfit work for convicts, -

10. I am always averss to tronble Government with any lengthy or i
. personal {
If the Inspector will simply refer these three points, as I put them, I shall be Ob]ig:d .;(:1::":31
]
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that is necessary I think in fact, if the Inspector

further into the moatter, them, in justice and faj
rn

8oes beyond the simple reference and enters
pondence may go up.

ess, I request that copies of the whole corres-

 Proceedings of the Madrag Government

(True Extract.) ‘ ' (;// Aosnn Ht
‘ (Signed) E. B.'THOMAS, - o Read the folloning &2 = _ 3

| " Qullector. . ‘ (o afor ceec? M"’G’ 7

NO. w. RN O‘D —— . :! I{) 4 )

, Resolved thet be Cop ER THERXON, 1]th J“‘] 1860, fio 864 : (#2323 1 aﬁhﬁ - . ’

¢ Collector . * ’ i . . ! )
by Government under date £7th ‘unlfi::g;?me of Coimbatore be referred to the Orders pised . ‘//Ka,c, caeler W & b0 Seo 3 2,
- ® by the Inspeotor General oleih-’thi:hs(::inPOn the subject of his letter, on a reference ¢ ) ' ;

ers ho will consider fina).

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secrstary.

Order Hereon y/4 %)@é( /d’&.r éf ;54
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