


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,

9th June 1860.
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Read the following letters : —

No. 63. From the Principal Sadr Amin, in charge of Nellore, t(; T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 23rd May 1860, No. 42.

In acknowledging receipt of Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 18th current,
bearing No. 623, I have the honor to state that the Court of Faujdérf Adalat having on the
18th May 1855, with reference to Circular from Government dated 26th April 1855, ruled that,
all reports of the escape of Convicts should be forwarded to the Inspector General of Prisons,
it was presumed that the Order of the 20th May 1834 was virtually cancelled, but to obviate
any further delay, I beg to submit a copy of the letter addressed to the Inspector General of
Prisons for the information of Government.

No. 64. From J. ROHDE, Esq., Inspector General of Jails, to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief
Secretary to Government of Fort Saint George, dated Ootacamund, 25th May 1860,
No. 219. :

I have the honor to submit with reference to Extract from the Proceedings of Government
of the 18th instant No. 623, an account of the escape of the prisoners from the Nellore Jail on
the evening of Sunday the 15th ultimo. :

2. The first report of the event I received by Telegraph on the 17th with the promise of
a full report, this not having been received up to the 5th May, I wrote for it, but in the mean
time received from Mr. Robinson, the Inspector General of Police, the report made to him by
Lieutenant Grove.

3. Two days after this I received the Sessions Judge’s letter dated the 28th April, giving
the details as they were elicited at the investigation.

4. The steps taken by the Sessions Judge called for no comment from me and in the con-
duct of the Police I saw nothing to notice other than that, being a young body of men, more
injury to the escaping body may have been done _tban would. have b?en the case had they been
many years in training and had become imbrued with the spirit of their officers ; the case did not
therefore appear to me to call for any special report other than that prescribed by the Order of

the 20th May 1834«

5. From the investigation of the Sessions Judge, bothas Officer in charge and on the bench,
it appeared that several of the guard, reckless of consequences, and aware that a new system of
guarding was to be introduced, as they thought on the: morrow, had instigated the prisoners to
escape, that they did so favored by circumstances, the Jailer being in Church, the Jemadar having
postponed the hour of locking up to near dusk, the Peons generally being discontented and
consequently careless and the guard over the gate not being on their proper post.

6. The 33 prisoners who escaped were, it appears, in the inner or convict yard waiting to
be locked up, when, on the gate of the yard being opened, they rushed out, made for the outer
gate, which was imperfectly secured, seized the arms, the muskets being loaded, wounded with
a sword the Naigue and made off, followed almost immediately by the small Police guard sta-
tioned near the Jail and some Peons. :

7. The prisoners it must be remembered had armed Fhemselves and it is not to be wonder-
ed at, that a small body of men fally armed and witnessing an escape which it was their duty to
prevent by any means should have made use of their arms.

8. Two prisoners were shot dead, 2 more were mortally wounded by gun-shot wounds; 3
others received musket shots and 5 sabre cuts; 14 convicts were that night brought in, and 9
have since been re-apprehended, 10 are still at large.

9. As usual on such occasions several of the prisoners brought in wounded by the sabre
ha‘ve rfceived several wounds in addition to what might be needed to secure their apprehension,
this will always be the case till a body of men trained by European Officers to the restraint
peculiar to the best Police is formed, educated and fully disciplined.

10. Seven of the Peons on duty at the Jail have been sentenced for connivance

e g to periods
of imprisonment by the Sessions Judge.
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11. I fully concur in the opinion expressed by the Officer in charge excusing the Jemadar,
one of the best Nautive Cllicers on the Prisons’ Establishment.

12.  Mr, Rauiff speaks well of the assistance rendered by the new Police Force and of their
conduet throughout, he especially speaks of the aid afforded by Lieutenant Grove and mentions

favorably Mr. Ward the Head Writer of the Court who from his house witnessed the escape and
aided in the pursuit and recapture of the conviets.

No. 65. OrpER THEREON, 9th June 1860, No. 727.
On the 18th ultimo, in Proceedings No. 623,

had reached them of a serious outbreak, which, they had been given to understand, had taken

place among the prisoners in the Nellore Jail—and they called for explanation from the Session
Judge in charge and the Inspector General of Jails.
g g P

the Government remarked that no report

2. The Principal Sadr Amfn in charge at Nellore, in now fi
Judge’s report of the occurrence, made under date the
explained that ““ the Court of Faujdar{ Ad4lat havin
Circular from Government, dated 26th April 1855,

“

srwarding copy of the Session
R8th April last to the Inspector General,
g on the 18th May 1855, with reference to

ruled that all reports of the escape of con=
victs should be forwarded to the Inspector General of Prisons, it was presumed that the Order

“of the 20th May 1834 was virtually cancelled.” On the other hand, the Inspector General of

Jails represents that the * case did not appear to him to call for any special report other than that
““ prescribed by the Order of the 20th May 1834.”

o

3. In Extract Minutes Consultation, 6th May 1834, No. 330, communicated to Officers
in charge of Juils by the Faujddri Adédlat in their Circular Order of the 20th May 1834, the
Government desired, in reference to an outbreak in a Zila Jail of which no timely report had
reached them, that, ¢ whenever such an event occurs, the Officer in charge of the Jail shall
* transwit direct to the Secretary to Government in the Judicial Departmenta copy of his report
““ to the Provincial Court.” In the Government Circular of the 26th April 1855, addressed to all
Judges, Sub Judges, and Magistrates in charge of Jails, announcing that the Inspector General
of Jails had been invested with the Superintendence and control of the Jails in the Presidency,
1t was directed that all reports, returns, and accounts hitherto furnished by Officers in charge of
Juils to other authorities, were in future to be furnished to the Inspector Geperal. This Circular
was not intended to cancel the standing rule of the 6th May 1834,

4. The Honorable the Governor in Council desires that it may be made generally known
that the Order of the 6th May 1834, has not been suspended by any subsequent Orders—and that
every serious outbreak by convicts is to be communicated by the Officer in charge of the Jail
direct to Government at the same time that a report is made by him to the Inspector General.
This latter functionary will in due course submit to Government a copy of any remarks which
he may make, or orders which he may pass in the case, but will not forward a copy of the report
from the Officer in charge of the Jail, as that will be already before Government.

5. The Honorable the Governor in Council has no particular observations to record on the
late outbreak at the Nellore Jail. It seems to have been owing to the misconduct of the Peons,
who, in the early prospect of being relieved by the new Police, were sullen and neglectful of
their duty, if indeed they did not actually connive at the escape of the prisoners. The number
of the c'(mvicts, who have been killed or wounded, is to be regretted, but it is no more than
usually occurs on such occasions. It is'hoped that when the Jail guards are taken by the new
Police, attempts to break Jail will be more rare—and, when they do happen, will be suppressed
with smaller loss of life, and fewer injuries to the prisopers.

(Sigued) “T. PYCROFT,
Claef Secretury.”

Exd F. Cartledge.
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